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Our brave new world?
If you are wondering what the cover is all about, turn to page 32 
and the famous portrait of Charles Dickens by Daniel Maclise. 
The cover recreates the same portrait in mirror, featuring Dickens 
author and Magdalen fellow Robert Douglas-Fairhurst. We’re 
marking the bicentenary of Dickens’ birth, of course, but Robert’s 
essay is provocative rather than merely celebratory. The world in 
which Charles Dickens came of age suggests many parallels with our 
own, recessionary era. Not least, the Panic of 1825 coincided with 
the young Dickens working ten-hour days in a blacking factory on 
account of family indebtedness. It began as a stock market crash 
arising from speculative investments in Latin America, and was the 
fi rst systemic banking crisis. The Bank of England nearly collapsed, 
and dozens of smaller county banks did collapse. 

Trying to prevent a similar outcome in our own time, Sir John 
Vickers, Warden of All Souls, refl ects on his eponymous banking 
report and college life, while Universities Minister David Willetts 
claims to have saved our bacon amidst tough times. You expected us 
to cover the Olympics, but not, perhaps, like this – John Garth takes 
a mirthful ramble through the yesteryear of amateur athletics when 
Oxonians eschewed training because it was viewed as cheating. 

Elsewhere there is more on writers and writing – from great young 
talent Prajwal Parajuly (Books) to acclaimed third-wave feminist 
writer Naomi Wolf (My Oxford). Speaking of which – thanks to the 
135 of you who submitted short stories for our creative writing 
competition, the results of which will be published in our Trinity 
issue. It will be a busy Easter vacation for the judges!  

www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | email@oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumni
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Letters We welcome letters for publication, which can 
be sent either by post or by email. We reserve 
the right to edit them to meet space constraints; 
the best way to avoid this is to keep letters to 200 
or fewer words. Unless you request otherwise, 
letters may also appear on our website.Your correspondence

In response to…

 As a former Treasury mandarin 

my answer to the hypothetical 

colleague’s question (Jonathan 

Bate, ‘Finding Public Value’)  

would be based on comparative 

advantage: tertiary education is an 

important, growing, globalised 

service industry, and Oxford, with 

its history, real estate and tradition 

of combining research and 

teaching, has an unmatchable 

positional advantage, most of all in 

the humanities. So it would be crazy 

to let that advantage go to waste for 

lack of public support, while 

searching for ‘winners’ in 

manufacturing industry.

ALAn BAILeY
St John’s, 1951

 As a scientist who was a 

humanities student up to the age  

of 15 I found the ten replies giving 

reasons to justify the funding of 

humanities research very 

disappointing. Most seemed to be 

examples of special pleading and 

none were convincing. I would 

justify humanities research in this 

way. Science is about things and the 

humanities are about people. When 

scientific research investigates the 

behaviour of people it treats the 

people as things whereas 

humanities research, when it 

employs science, uses it to 

investigate the behaviour of people. 

Both disciplines are valuable and 

ultimately people are more 

important than things.

CLeLAnd neWton
Oriel, 1959

 Your editorial, John Slatford’s 

letter and some of the other essays 

(Michaelmas, 2011) reminded me of 

some letters to The Times in early 

December last year, where the 

correspondents expressed alarm at 

the latest version of a conflict that 

has been in existence since at least 

1620 (Francis Bacon), has recurred 

from time to time ever since and at 

least three times during my career. 

In his History of the Royal Society 

(1667), Thomas Spratt wrote in the 

delightful style of the time: “It is 

stranger that we are not able to 

inculcate into the minds of many 

men the necessity of that 

distinction of my Lord Bacon’s, that 

there ought to be Experiments of 

Light, as well as of Fruit. It is their 

usual word, what solid good will 

come from thence? They are indeed 

to be commended for being so 

severe exactors of goodness. And it 

were to be wished, that they would 

not only exercise this vigour about 

Experiments but on their own lives 

and actions: that they would still 

question with themselves in all that 

they do; what solid good will come 

from thence? But they are to know 

that in so large and so various an 

Art as this of Experiments, there are 

many degrees of usefulness: some 

may serve for real and plain benefit, 

without much delight: some for 

teaching, without apparent profit: 

some for light now and for use 

hereafter: some only for ornament 

and curiosity. If they will persist in 

condemning all Experiments, 

except those which bring with them 

immediate gain and a present 

harvest, they may as well cavil at 

the Providence of God, that he has 

not made all the seasons of the year 

to be times of mowing, reaping and 

vintage.” Unfortunately, all new 

generations of politicians need 

educating in their duty to foster, 

support and extol research and 

other scholarship that has no 

obvious benefit to society. You 

never know, with Experiments of 

Light, where they might lead. 

dAvId Jones
Magdalen, 1957

 To your excellent defence of the 

humanities, seemingly under attack 

from all sides, may I add yet another 

reflection on the folly that underpins 

our government’s arguments. The 

recently deceased Steve Jobs, 

widely honoured as the CEO of the 

decade, famously said: “It’s in 

Apple’s DNA that technology alone 

is not enough – it’s technology 

married with liberal arts, married 

with the humanities, that yields us 

the result that makes our heart 

sing.” Perhaps it is time to remind 

this government that Steve studied 

at a specialist liberal arts university, 

Reed College, before transforming 

at least five technology industries 

during his lifetime. It might be seen 

as even more pertinent that he then 

chose to drop out of Reed, as his 

parents could not afford the fees.

nICk GrAves
Hertford, 1974

 My undergraduate and graduate 

degrees are in literature and  

I taught literature and writing  

at major universities in the US. 

However, I propose that too many of 

us who hold degrees in the arts and 

humanities and those of us who 

teach in that area have contributed 

to lack of support for the 

humanities in various ways – largely 

by ignorance of economics, but also 

by debasing the public image of the 

humanities and their role in 

civilisation.

WALLACe kAUfmAn
Merton, 1961
 

 I read modern history at Univ 

from 1952-55. At the time my main 

critical views were that there was 

often an anti-business bias at 

Oxford and that the approach to 

teaching the humanities was 

frequently unnecessarily slanted 

against the useful. Today I’m 

delighted that business is properly 

valued at the University but it has 

shocked me to read in the 
Michaelmas issue the extent to 

which the humanities are now 

endangered by taking to an extreme 

ideas of usefulness and commerce. 

Martha Nussbaum, Jonathan Bate 

and Colin Blakemore brilliantly 

make the case for the humanities, 

which I hope will encourage all of us 

to fight for, as Colin Blakemore 

writes, the belief that the ideal 

university should be devoted to the 

totality of scholarship. 

tom sChreCker
Univ, 1952

 Your series on ‘Whither the 

Humanities?’ was interesting, but 

missed the central point. Yes, of 

course the humanities are of value. 

That is not the question. The 

question is how many humanities 

graduates – or, more precisely and 

in US terms, majors – a society 

needs or can accommodate. Some 

education in the humanities is good 

for everyone, but education only in 

the humanities carries an 

opportunity cost: something else 

cannot be studied instead. The sad 

truth is that the total supply in the 

OT 24.1: ‘Whither the humanities?’
 
People versus things, a need for critical thinkers and an uncertain future...

OXF05.letters.indd   6 2/3/12   10:11:53 AM



6/7email your letter to:  
oxford.today@admin.ox.ac.uk

Write to us at:
oxford today
University offices
Wellington square
oxford oX1 2Jd

West of graduates who know the 

humanities but do not know anything 

else far exceeds demand.

mArk sedGWICk
Worcester, 1978

 Are arts and sciences in conflict?

The idea of a balanced ‘Renaissance 

Person’ seems as much needed as 

ever before. Florentines and others 

studied engineering, trigonometry, 

etc., to solve problems in architecture 

and, very notably, perspective as part 

of their aim of enhancing the 

experience of their audiences, just as 

writers took up the challenge of 

spreading the study of literature and 

science dating from classical times. 

My friend and roughly my 

contemporary, the Canadian Rhodes 

Scholar Michael Hornyansky 

(Merton), who became Professor of 

English at Brock University, Ontario, 

told me in 1951 that a leading 

Canadian businessman had spoken 

to him on these lines: “I become 

worried by, and tempted to refuse any 

job candidate who says he/she is an 

MBA. I far prefer to take on someone 

with a good arts degree. Such a 

person will have the kind of training 

that gives imagination, open-

mindedness and flexibility of thinking 

rather than the rigidity that so often 

comes with the general run of MBA 

graduates.” Technology and its 

history is now regarded as a more 

valuable aspect of knowledge than it 

often was in the past.

dAvId CArver
Keble, 1951
 

 Despite having attained a DPhil in 

that most arcane of subjects, 

philosophy, I am ambivalent towards 

the argument, always trotted out 

when funding for the humanities is 

questioned, that the planet needs 

more ‘critical thinkers.’ While we 

could always use more critical 

thinkers, and a good grounding in the 

humanities should deliver the goods, 

the reality, irony, and tragic 

disappointment is that a humanities 

education these days more typically 

produces a relentlessly politically 

correct dullard, good for little more 

than protesting while others do the 

heavy lifting. Before one may 

effectively change the world, one 

must painstakingly come to know it.

GrAnt A BroWn
Jesus, 1986
 

 The arts and humanities have 

every right to fight their corner for 

funding from a ‘pot’ whose size is 

largely determined by the economic 

health of the UK. Yet noble ideals are 

trumped by hard facts. The NHS is 

forced to rely on doctors from 

overseas. Many high-tech businesses 

bewail the lack of suitably qualified 

home-grown graduates. Many UK 

universities would themselves be 

unable to fill their STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Medicine) 

postgraduate positions, were it not 

for overseas applicants. On the other 

side of the coin, at a time when 

graduate unemployment is at an 

all-time high, statistics emerge, 

revealing which degrees make it 

easiest – or most difficult – to find 

employment. There are some 

embarrassing facts there for certain 

disciplines. To ignore these facts 

would be to reveal a lack of critical 

thinking – and the suggestion, in  

your pages, that this is in some way 

the exclusive prerogative of the 

humanities, will not be taken kindly  

by scientists, mathematicians and 

others. The Western world is 

becoming poorer, change is essential 

and there will be winners, and losers. 

AnseLm kUhn 
Balliol, 1956
 

 As a humanities graduate myself, 

who has subsequently pursued a 

business career, I was interested to 

read the article by Professor 

Jonathan Bate inviting ten of his 

colleagues to justify their research to 

a hypothetical and sceptical civil 

servant in charge of the distribution 

of research grants. Let all of us who 

recognise the value of humanities 

research hope that only a carefully 

selected few of his respondents are 

allowed anywhere near doing this in 

real life, that is, those who articulate 

the utilitarian case. While I agree that 

the value of humanities goes beyond 

the merely utilitarian I trust that those 

charged with articulating this case 

will manage to do better than to enlist 

in their support the kind of lazy 

flippancy displayed in the tart 

comment about ignorance being 

more expensive than knowledge. 

Humanities research engenders and 

fosters critical thinking, but it is not 

alone in doing so. I detect in some of 

the responses an unhelpful irritation 

that those who represent taxpayers’ 

interests should dare to intrude upon 

how their money is spent. 

GreG fInCh 
Corpus Christi, 1981

 The narrowness of thinking behind 

the article ‘Whither the Humanities’ 

was really surprising at a time when 

we have one million NEETS in the UK, 

young people not in education, 

employment or training. The teaching 

of humanities I once benefited from  

is threatened precisely because 

Oxford has not done enough to 

encourage wealth creation. Oxford 

looked down from its ivory tower  

and declined to embrace business as 

an academic discipline for too long. It 

failed to develop enough of the 

commercially aware business leaders 

and civil servants the country needed 

to take on the challenge of a global 

economy. If Oxford had taken a lead 

when the US universities opened 

their business schools, more wealth 

would have been generated and there 

would be more money available to 

pay for the study of humanities. 

These are the mark of a civilised 

society, but also a wealthy one. We 

now have Saïd and Blavatnik – better 

late than never – but they have much 

to do to catch up.

mArk PeGG  
Corpus Christi, 1972

nuclear questions
I read the post-Fukushima articles by 

your three experts (‘What next?’ 

Michaelmas issue) with a growing 

sense of disbelief as I realised that 

none of your distinguished 

contributors was even going to 

mention the fundamental link 

between nuclear power and nuclear 

weapons. The first nuclear power 

stations provided the nuclear 

weapons states with their only 

source of plutonium: it is unlikely that 

what is essentially a very expensive 

method of boiling water would 

otherwise have been contemplated. 

And nuclear power stations still 

produce the raw materials for 

nuclear bombs.

JoAnnA BAzLeY
St Anne’s, 1965

original style
In Green Templeton College we were 

delighted to see the splendid 

photographs of the Radcliffe 

Observatory on both the cover and 

interior of your Michaelmas edition. 

We would, however, like to point out 

that, as a graduate college, we have 

no separate Common Room, and all 

members enjoy equally the use of 

this splendid building. Your readers 

may also wish to know that a project 

is underway to repair, restore and 

redecorate (in the original style and 

colours) the interior of the Tower 

Room. This should be accomplished 

in time for the next Transit of Venus, 

on 5 June 2012, and we shall 

announce a programme of activities 

around this event in the New Year.

dAvId WAtson
Principal of Green Templeton College 
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Oxonian
University & alumni news

With contributions by Jimmy Wales,
founder of Wikipedia, and Shirin Ebadi,
the Iranian winner of the Nobel peace
prize, the University has launched what
is believed to be the first project of its
kind, a global, multilingual website for
the discussion of free speech in the age
of mass migration and the internet.
Inaugurated on 19 January, at an event
partnered with the Bodleian Library,
the website is much more than a talking
shop, explains project leader Timothy
Garton Ash, Professor of European
Studies and fellow of St Antony’s. “No
one has until now proposed a structure
for such a global online debate about
free expression. At one end we have
Hosni Mubarak’s Egypt trying to shut
down the entire internet within its
borders; at the other, Wikileaks,” he says.
“In an interconnected world, what are to
be the new rules of the game?”

The website starts with ‘Ten Principles
for Global Free Speech’, but Garton Ash
emphasises that these are draft
principles. In this unprecedented
experiment, the idea is that a mixture
of expert analysis, commissioned
commentary and user-generated content
from across the world will generate a
refinement of the principles over time.
Their practical application will be
explored in numerous case studies

ranging from state security in South
Africa to internet practice in China, libel
tourism in Britain and religious taboos
in India. The first draft principle reads:
“We – all human beings – must be free
and able to express ourselves, and to
receive and impart information and
ideas, regardless of frontiers.” Another,
“We allow no taboos in the discussion
and dissemination of knowledge.”

A dedicated team of thirty current
Oxford graduate students, supervised
by an online editor and supported by
expert advisers on several continents,
will moderate debate in four-hour shifts,
maintaining standards and facilitating
discussion in 13 languages – covering at
least 80 per cent of the global online
population. The languages are Arabic,
Chinese, English, Farsi, French,
German, Hindi, Japanese, Portuguese,
Russian, Spanish, Turkish and Urdu.
The Oxford student team includes
native speakers of all these languages.
Garton Ash, who has developed the Free
Speech Debate project under the
auspices of the Dahrendorf Programme
for the Study of Freedom at St Antony’s,
extends the warmest welcome to all
members of the University and alumni,
encouraging them to visit the website
and contribute to the debate.
www.freespeechdebate.com

Free speech starts here
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wikipedia founderhelps launchaglobal debate

News in brief

Unlocking Nubia
The Ashmolean Museum opened five new galleries (the
Life After Death Gallery is shown above) of Ancient
Egypt and Nubia (present-day Sudan) on 26 November,
following a £5m redevelopment.

Recruiting China
In cooperation with the China Scholarship Council,
Oxford made its debut appearance at the International
Graduate Scholarship Fair in Beijing.

Studying higher
The closure of Aimhigher, the £78m a year government
access initiative, has been replaced by various local
schemes including Study Higher, which is supported
by Bucks New University, Oxford Brookes and Oxford.
It will allow the continuation of residential summer
schools, mentoring and campus visits aimed at
attracting a more diverse pool of student applicants.

University debates African rainforest
The Oxford Centre for Tropical Forests hosted a major
conference at which scientists and conservationists
discussed the fate of the African tropical forests, which
account for roughly 30% of global tropical forest cover.
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Free speech starts here

30 September 2011 – the camp
in Zuccotti Park on day 14 of
Occupy Wall Street
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3D Olympics tool
Run3D is a private
biomechanics service
at the Oxford Gait
Laboratory, and for the
first time offers British
Olympic runners a 3D
motion analysis facility.
Its aim is to identify subtle
idiosyncracies in
technique that might
cause injury. “In distance
running, the ability to
train consistently is key
to an athlete’s success,”
says Dr Jessica Leitch,
of Oxford, who leads
the Run3D team.

t

Prestigious prize
An Oxford scientist who
has spent decades
researching diabetes
has been awarded a
prestigious $100,000
prize. Professor Frances
Ashcroft, a Professor of
Physiology at Oxford and
a fellow of Trinity, is only
the third British woman
ever to be named
European Laureate in the
L’Oréal-UNESCO For
Women in Science
Awards. She is credited
with making the discovery
that children who are
born with a rare genetic
mutation and had
previously relied on
insulin injections could
be treated with a pill.
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Launch of 1+1 MBA
Recently appointed Saïd Business School dean Peter
Tufano (below) launched a new, two-year programme
of study combining an MBA with a Masters degree
in a specialised area such as the environment,
internet studies, computer science or biomedical
engineering. The premise of the initiative is that
senior business leaders increasingly need deep
technical skills in addition to traditional management
training. The idea of the 1+1 programme is that it
should be extremely selective, appealing to a small
number of highly qualified applicants.
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Womensphere Summit
Saïd Business School hosted

a one-day, Womensphere pan-
European summit in October, on
the theme ‘Creating the Future.’
More than 40 luminary women
leaders shared ideas and debated
how to advance women’s leadership
as a critical lever in economic and
global transformation.

Wolfson
launches life-
writing centre

Graduate college Wolfson has
launched an innovative research
cluster called the Oxford Centre
for Life-Writing (OCLW). A launch
party was held in November,
presided over by Wolfson president
Hermione Lee (right) an acclaimed
literary biographer and director of
the new centre.

The inaugural lecture, entitled
‘All about his Mother: Reading
Proust's Letters’, was delivered by
Michael Wood, Professor of English
and Comparative Literature at
Princeton University.

The idea of the centre, the first of
several planned research clusters at

Wolfson, is that it becomes the
natural home of life-writing in
Oxford and beyond, appealing to
biographers and anyone interested
in life-narratives extending from

letters to autobiography. The
college has already acquired a
reputation for interdisciplinary
research, and will host a triennial
international conference in 2013.

graduate collegemodels
itself a biography leader
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The New Year Honours saw four
University members recognised:
Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch
(below) of the Theology Faculty
and St Cross College, was
knighted for services to
scholarship. Oxford’s Professor
of Poetry, Geoffrey Hill, was
knighted for services to literature.
Professor Lionel Tarassenko, of
the Department of Engineering

Science and St John’s College,
and director of the Institute for
Biomedical Engineering, was
made a CBE for services to
engineering. Professor Robert
Walker, of the Department of
Social Policy and Intervention
(of which he is deputy head) and
Green Templeton College, was
made an MBE for services to
social policy research.

New Year Honours
fourUniversitymembers recognised

In October, 11 new members were
admitted to the Court in
recognition of their generosity
to the collegiate University.
Those admitted were: Professor
Raymond Dwek, FRS, Director
of the Oxford Glycobiology
Institute; Peter Levine, chairman
and founder of Levine Capital;
Charles Manby, a partner and
managing director of Goldman
Sachs International; John McCall
MacBain, founder of Pamoja
Capital SA and of the McCall
MacBain Foundation; S Krishna
Pathak, founder of the ABM
Group of Companies in the UAE;
Dickson Poon, CBE, founder of
the Dickson Group of Companies

in Hong Kong; Gareth Roberts,
founder and former CEO of
Denbury Resources, Inc.; His
Excellency Sheikh Ghassan
I Shaker, businessman,
philanthropist and diplomat;
James P Davis, Chairman of the
Mathilda and Terence Kennedy
Institute of Rheumatology Trust,
as the representative of the Trust;
Sir Mark Walport, FRS, FMedSci,
Director and Chief Executive of
The Wellcome Trust, as the
representative of the Trust; and
David Laing, architect
and a director of Eskmuir,
as the representative of the
Kirby Laing Foundation.
www.campaign.ox.ac.uk

Honours and awards
chancellor’scourt ofbenefactors

University & alumni news

Where did you study before

coming to Oxford?

I tookmy undergraduate degree

in biochemistry with

pharmacology at the University

of Southampton and followed

this with postgraduate study at

Oxford in the Department of

Cardiovascular Medicine, where

I used biochemical techniques to

look at heart muscle protein

structure and discover how it is

affected by inherited heart

disease. I was interested in

applying the logic and order of

chemistry to biological systems.

How did you start researching

oxygen-sensing enzymes?

In 2004 I joined the Department

of Chemistry at Oxford with

Professor Chris Schofield and

in 2010 startedmy current

research fellowship focusing on

enzymes in our bodies that

sense and respond to depleted

oxygen levels (hypoxia). This

response is seen in cancer cells,

damaged heart tissue following

a heart attack and people living

at high altitude, for example.

What application does this

research have for developing

future treatments for cancer?

I am trying to understand how

these enzymes work and how to

manipulate them for therapeutic

benefit, to treat diseases such as

cancer. In a broad fashion,

people are using this technique

already, but we want to develop

amore precise approach,

targeting very specific enzymes

and helping to avoid unwanted

side effects. These oxygen-

sensing enzymes are fairly

ubiquitous in cancer cells, so if

we couldmanipulate enzymes to

reduce the aggressive growth

response that occurs in low

oxygen conditions, it could put

the brakes on tumour growth.

Youwon aWomen in Science

fellowship from L’Oréal-

UNESCO.What are the future

implications of this award?

In practical terms, I was able to

spend the £15,000 prize money

on a piece of equipment that will

be enormously beneficial for my

research, expand the range of

techniques we can use and allow

us to achieve twice asmuch

work. The award also had a very

distinguished panel of judges so

it has been a welcome validation

of my work.

Are there enough senior level

women in scientific research?

There is a lack of highly visible

female role models among

top-level scientists. However,

I think we will see this changing

over the next 10-20 years as

younger female scientists

advance through the ranks. Our

department is applying for an

Athena SWAN award, which

celebrates good employment

practices for women in science,

engineering and technology in

higher education and research.

Howwould you like to see your

career evolve?

I would like to have a thorough

molecular understanding of how

this group of enzymes works,

branch out to research other

enzymes too, and discover how

tomanipulate them for health

benefits. My goal is to modify the

activity of one enzyme and take

it into a clinical environment for

therapeutic purposes.

To watch an interview
with Emily Flashman,
visit www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk

Emily Flashman
royal society Dorothy hodgkin
fellow, Department of chemistry

60 seconds with...

l’
o
r
é
a
l
U
K

c
h
r
is

g
ib
b
io

n
s

OXF05.newsleica.indd 10 2/2/12 3:30:56 PM



Why did you choose to pursue

a career in ecology?

I studied natural sciences as an

undergraduate at Corpus

Christi, Cambridge. In my final

year I specialised in zoology and

became interested in ecology.

Although I enjoy the blue sky

thinking of pure science, I was

concerned about conservation

issues, and wanted to apply a

scientific approach to solve

these problems.

What are your current research

interests?

I am interested in understanding

the factors that determine

change in species’ abundance,
distributions and specialisations,

both in the UK and Europe. Most

of my research involves studying

the population, community,

functional or evolutionary

ecology of insects, in particular

butterflies, ants and hoverflies.

We focus on analysing patterns

in species’ growth and decline in

specific habitats, and exploring

the processes driving the

changes. We aim to understand

why species are declining at

frightening speeds and how to

reverse this trend.

What is the ideal balance of

pure and applied science in

your field?

Both are fascinating. Applied

science used to be rather looked

down upon by pure scientists,

but it can be equally innovative.

For example, pure scientists

oftenmove their work forward in

small increments, gradually

building on previous knowledge.

But when scientific questions

are posed by external need –

such as arresting the ecological

effects of climate change –

important discoveries can often

bemademore quickly, by

approaching questions from

a different angle.

How did you become known as

the ‘butterfly professor’?
In the early 1970s I spent several

years studying the ecology of

the large blue butterfly, a high

profile, extremely endangered

species. By the time I discovered

its highly specialised parasitic

dependence on one species of

red ants, Myrmica sabuleti, the

large blue was extinct. But what

we had learnt paved the way for

an attempt to reintroduce the

large blue butterfly. We took a

new ecological approach and

succeeded. 25 years later there

are 30 thriving colonies of the

large blue in SouthWest

England. We proved that we

could turn around a declining

species of insect – amajor

breakthrough from a

conservation point of view.

Can helping insects survive in

the face of habitat loss and

climate change also prevent

other species declining?

Insects are the tip of the iceberg

when it comes to preserving

biodiversity. They are sensitive

to environmental change, and

studies have proved that if we

can create conditions that

reverse the decline for insect

populations, we will be better

able to preserve other species,

including plants, mammals,

birds and ultimately, humans.

To view the full
‘60 seconds with...’ series,
visit www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk

Jeremy Thomas
OBE
Professor of ecology and
professorial fellow of newcollege

60 seconds with...
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BE INSPIRED.

At the Leica Akademie Mayfair, we host a variety of workshops,
training and advice sessions for photographers and nature lovers
alike.

Our photographic workshops offer you the chance to experience
Leica products in practical, hands-on sessions, as well as more
creative photography-based sessions to enhance your knowledge
and skills.

For specific workshops, we offer the use of a personal Apple iMac
workstation, providing the best possible training experience.

Whatever your level of knowledge, our professional Leica tutors
and experts can teach you all you need to know in a one-to-one
demonstration, or as part of a longer workshop, both in the field of
photography and Leica’s precision optics products.

Our complete range of Akademie workshops can be seen in detail
at www.leica-akademie.co.uk where you can choose the one that
best suits your needs.

Please contact the Leica Akademie Mayfair for available workshop
dates and times, and to reserve your place.

Leica Akademie Mayfair | 34 Bruton Place | London | W1J 6NR
Workshop bookings and enquiries:
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7629 1351 / +44 (0) 7514 539566
akademie@leica-camera.co.uk | www.leica-akademie.co.uk
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Research breakthroughs across the University

12/13

It’s one of the great tokens of faith of our 
times, that hedge fund managers can 
systematically deliver superior returns, 
so-called ‘alpha’. Oxford researchers 
have published an innovative academic 
paper that will arouse the curiosity of 
college bursars and private investors 
alike, seeing as it calls this belief into 
question. In it, they reveal that 40 per 
cent of hedge funds mislead investors by 
routinely revising historic performance 
data. This is possible due to the secrecy 
of an industry that is largely unregulated 
compared to listed equities or registered 
mutual funds. Because mandatory, 
audited reporting of performance has 
not been required of them, hedge funds 
have typically self-reported monthly 
performance figures to public databases 
in order to attract further investment. 

The three authors, all members of the 
Oxford-Man Institute of Quantitative 
Finance, examined 18,382 hedge funds 
between 2007–11, and found that of the 
7000 that revised their performance, the 

majority did so downwards. “On average, 
initially provided returns present a more 
rosy picture of hedge fund performance 
than finally revised performance.” The 
authors, Professor Andrew J Patton, Dr 
Tarun Ramadorai and DPhil student 
Michael Streatfield, suggest that such 
revisions should be taken negatively by 
potential investors, arguing that new 
reporting regulations proposed by the 
US Securities and Exchange Commission 
should be broadened to include private 
investors and not just regulators. 

In a related paper three US academics 
extend the inquiry to self-selection bias, 
namely the practice of withdrawing 
poorly performing funds from the 
voluntary datasets. By returning these 
‘dead’ funds to the datasets, they reveal 
that the reputation of the hedge fund 
industry for delivering superior risk-
adjusted performance for their investors 
is a myth. They conclude that, after fees, 
hedge funds deliver risk-adjusted returns 
of essentially zero.

No triple alpha for hedge 
funds, just a gentleman’s third
Unreliable disclosures compounded by non-disclosures 
suggest that hedge funds do not attain ‘alpha’ after all    

Discovery  
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Both papers can be found at
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/hedge 

Malaria 
breakthrough
early phase research suggests 
possible new malaria vaccine
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IT disasters laid bare by 
Oxford researchers

A large-scale study examined almost 1500 projects  

to revamp information technology within 

organisations, and found that one in six of these 

projects went 200% over budget in real terms.   

Researchers at the Saïd Business School’s BT Centre 

for Major Programme Management looked at 

projects averaging $170m, and found similar 

patterns of failure in the US and Europe. The most 

common pitfall was a gulf of understanding between 

managers and engineers, leading to implementation 

problems. Professor Bent Flyvbjerg (pictured), 

Director of the BT Centre, said, “Any company 

contemplating large technology projects should ask 

whether the company is strong enough to absorb the 

hit should it go over budget by 400%.”   

It’s several years away from commercialisation, but a 
team of Oxford researchers led by Dr Sandy Douglas, 
Wellcome Trust Clinical Research Training Fellow, have 
found a vaccine that targets the major route malaria 
uses to enter blood cells. By targeting this pathway, and 
the malaria parasite’s ‘Achilles heel’, an antigen called 
RH5, a vaccine may be effective against all strains of 
malaria. Douglas says, “We have found a way of making 
antibodies that kill all different strains of malaria 
parasites... the next step is to do clinical trials in people.” 
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Leonardo fake is 
‘real’, argues Kemp
oxford’s Renaissance expert ignites 
a global artworld controversy

A diminutive Head of a 
Young Girl in Profile, sold  
at auction in 1998 as an 
early 19th-century 
Nazarene imitation of  
the Renaissance style  
for US$21,850, is now 
believed to be a genuine 
Leonardo Da Vinci. 
Martin Kemp, Oxford’s 
Emeritus Professor of the 
History of Art, has 

published a book, La Bella 
Principessa: The Story of the 
New Masterpiece by Leonardo 
Da Vinci. 

The vellum paper of 
the painting has been 
carbon dated to be much 
older than 19th-century, 
and torn from a book that 
has been found in 
Warsaw. However, not 
everyone is in agreement.    

Four more planets 
discovered
‘citizen astronomy’ is on the rise

Astronomy has a rich 
history of amateur 
contribution behind it,  
which is in the process of 
being revived. Set up by  
a group at the universities 
of Oxford and Yale, Planet 
Hunters allows and 
encourages amateur 
astronomers to search for 
extrasolar planets – those 
that orbit stars other than 
the sun. 75,000 armchair 

astronomers have already 
been linked to data 
gathered by Kepler,  
a NASA space telescope 
designed to hunt for 
planets. In a recent paper 
the group announced the 
discovery of two planets: 
one, a Jupiter-like gas 
giant, the other a smaller, 
rocky world roughly twice 
the size of earth.  
www.planethunters.org
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Smart cars arrive
Oxford professor Paul 
Newman has created a car 
that can ‘see’ the world 
around it and drive 
without a human pilot. He 
hopes that the technology 
will be adopted over time, 
and “make the roads safer, 
less congested and cleaner,  
and personal transport 
more accessible.”  

t 

notes

A new species of crab is discovered 2.5km below the sea

Oxford scientists have found new animal communities, 

including a novel crab, living around volcanic vents off 

South Georgia. Dubbed the ‘Hoff’ after actor David 

Hasselhoff because of its hairy chest, it is a type of yeti 

crab that will be formally named in due course. Yeti crabs 

are recognisable for their hairs, or setae, along their 

claws and limbs that they use to cultivate bacteria which 

they then eat. Led by Professor Alex Rogers of the 

Zoology Department, the scientists were amazed to 

discover the crabs piled high, as many as 600 per square 

metre. The expedition included scientists from several 

other universities, the British Antarctic Survey and 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. Other novel 

species included starfish, barnacles and sea anemones.

A nuclear show  
Live displays from the 
Large Hadron Collider are 
available on a free Android 
app, LHSee. Dr Alan Barr, 
who conceived the app, 
says, “ If you want to learn 
about the science of the 
LHC, you can play with the 
animated tutorials. Then 
you can stream videos to 
your phone about the 
construction and 
operation of the detector.” 

≥ 

Protecting Kenya
Oxford researcher Lucy 
King has been honoured 
by the UN Environment 
Programme for finding 
that elephants can be 
deterred by a trip wire 
linked to apiaries. Once 
disturbed, the bees keep 
elephants from damaging 
Kenyan plantations.   

¢
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To book or enquire about these and other tours, contact our London or Melbourne office:

Jon Baines Tours (London) Jon Baines Tours (Melbourne)
1A Salcott Road, London, SW11 6DQ PO Box 68, South Brunswick, Victoria 3055
Tel: +44 (0) 207 223 9485 / 5618 Tel: +61 (0) 3 9343 6367
Email: info@jonbainestours.co.uk Email: info@jonbainestours.com.au

www.jonbainestours.com

Tours for the Intelligent Traveller
Travel • Understand • Enjoy

www.jonbainestours.com

The History of Medicine in Turkey and
the Greek Isles

24 June – 8 July 2012
Prof John Pearn leads a fascinating tour
through areas that are unparalleled for their
depth of medical and cultural history.

Ancient Anatolia

9 – 18 September 2012
Step off the beaten track with Dr Lavinia Byrne
and travel from Istanbul to Anatolia on this
deeply rewarding and enriching tour.

The Golden Road to Samarkand

21 September – 5 October 2012
Travel through the great Silk Road cities of
Central Asia, where history still lives and
breathes, in the company of Dr Lavinia Byrne.

Andean Journey -
Peru, Bolivia and Chile

27 October – 12 November 2012
Travel under cobalt skies through lands where
the earth is made of salt and silver, the sun and
the moon are gods and the human history is as
vivid as the landscapes.

Indochina

6 – 21 November 2012
Travel with Dr Lavinia Byrne through the
languid, beautiful lands of the Mekong –
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia – with topical
talks along the way.

Florence Nightingale in Istanbul

24 – 28 October 2012
This tour breathes life into the story of Florence
Nightingale in Istanbul, led by Nightingale
expert Alex Attewell.

Journey Along the Yangtze

11 – 27 October 2012
Follow the mighty Yangtze River on a journey
that takes you from deep antiquity to the
modern day with Dr Frances Wood.

History of Medicine Nile Cruise

12 – 25 October 2012
Visit Cairo and cruise from Luxor to Aswan to
learn about ancient Egyptian medicine from
world authority Prof Rosalie David.

The Crimea

19 – 24 October 2012
Visit Yalta, Sevastapol, the Crimean battlefields
and Kiev with talks on culture, history and
medicine, with Alex Attewell.

Oxford Today FP Ad Jan 12.indd 1 30/01/2012 12:57

http://www.jonbainestours.com
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE
 OF THE BOAT RACE

With just over a month to go, it’s time to get the diary 
out and make space for the Xchanging Boat Race on 
7 April 2012 at 14.15. Also, it’s not too late to 
participate in the alumni boat race event on the same 
day in Putney (www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/events). As well 
as offering an unrivalled view of the start, the event 
offers a wine reception and a feast of Thai food. 

Meanwhile, the latest video of Oxford Today’s year 
behind the scenes of the boat race has gone live at the 
Oxford Today website. Starting with an interview with 
Sir Matthew Pinsent, it considers the often overlooked 
role of the cox. Other OUBC coxes refl ect on their art 
to the accompaniment of music composed by third 
year music undergraduate David Hughes (Somerville). 
 

Zoe de Toledo, 
Isis 2011 (St 
Catherine’s 2010)
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To view the video, visit 
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/
boatrace
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It’s a long way from the dusty villages of Tamil Nadu to the 

glass and chrome modernity of Oxford’s Saïd Business 

School. Yet the plight of some of India’s poorest families 

could soon be eased thanks to an innovative scheme which 

recently emerged as a winner of the school’s Dragon’s 
Den-style global competition for young entrepreneurs.

Aquaregia is a venture to provide clean drinking water 

to poor families who live in rural India using a network 

of local entrepreneurs.

“Over 400 million Indians do not have access to piped 

drinking water,” explains Vinay Sridhar, one of the Indian 

entrepreneurs behind the fi rm. “Women in rural villages 

collect the water from local wells – but the problem is not 

the availability of the water but how pure it is.”

Purifi cation units exist but they are large and expensive. 

The Aquaregia team hit on the idea of making smaller and 

cheaper units, catering for 10-15 families. These would be 

sold to local businessmen who provide purifi ed water to 

villagers for a small charge, on a “pay per use” basis.

Aquaregia shared the fi rst prize of £2000 with another 

enterprising Indian scheme, Letsgraduate – a not-for-profi t 

venture matching students from poor backgrounds with 

donors or lenders willing to sponsor their higher education.

The pair were among 200 entries for the Saïd Business 

School’s 2011 Youth Business Development competition, 

which invited entrepreneurs aged 16-25 to develop business 

ideas that could be viable if they won the prize money.

The competition is run entirely 

by Oxford MBA students, who 

choose projects to mentor throughout 

the process, supported by local businessmen and SBS 

faculty members. Graduate Abhisek Kanoi mentored the 

Letsgraduate entry while an MBA student and says he was 

impressed with the sincerity of those involved and how much 

of the groundwork had been laid already. 

Having worked in Calcutta himself, where the project is 

based, its aims resonated particularly with him. “If you 

haven’t been to college in India you can more or less rule out 

the chances of earning a decent wage,” he explains.

A thoroughly twenty-fi rst century contest in every way, 

the Youth Business Development competition used social 

media and the internet to advertise for worldwide entries. 

Interviews were conducted across time zones using Skype.

Four teams made it to the fi nal where their business plans 

were judged on the social, economic or environmental 

impact that they could deliver. They were also judged on the 

ability of the team to turn dream into reality and whether 

they could be self-sustaining afterwards, said John Hoffmire, 

director of the Saïd Global Entrepreneur Network and a 

judge on the panel.“The winners were very impressive,” says 

Dr Hoffmire, adding that next year’s contest will be 

re-launched as a much bigger competition, the Saïd Global 

Entrepreneur Challenge, with a greater focus on producing 

businesses that can deliver job creation and wealth. 

Organisers hope to attract 400 entries to the 2012 

contest, competing for cash investments totalling 

£250,000 that are being made in cooperation with the 

SBS Venture Fund. 

Saïd Business School prize
An inventive way to provide clean drinking 
water, reports Judith Keeling

The amphitheatre at the 
Saïd Business School

MBA Abhisek 
Kanoi at the Saïd 
Business School
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Student spotlight

The youth 
business 

competition is 
hosted by the Centre 
for Entrepreneurship 

and Innovation. 
For details, visit 

www.sbs.ox.ac.uk
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Alumni news

  enquiries@alumni.ox.ac.uk

Oxford10 alumni re-enact  
a scene from Star Wars

... Oxford10, a group of alumni 
who’ve graduated in the last ten 
years, have been getting together 
for regular networking, social, 
cultural and sporting events. 
Their annual big Christmas bash, 
which was held this year at the 
London Film Museum, was 
attended by almost 300 
Oxonians. Oxford10 is managed 
by a committee of volunteers, 
who are always looking for new 
ideas (and new recruits!). 
 
∫  Sign up for the Oxford10 mailing 

list at www.alumni.ox.ac.uk

∫  Interested in joining Oxford10,  

or have an idea for an event? 

committee@oxford10.com

‘Not all those  
who wander  
are lost’  
(JRR Tolkien, Exeter, 1911)

More than 4000 alumni have 
participated in the Oxford 
Alumni Travel Programme since 
its creation in 1994. They will tell 
you that Tolkien’s sentimental 
words ring true, particularly 
when you’re accompanied by an 
expert. A plethora of Oxford 
academics have lent their 
knowledge and passion to this 
programme over the last 18 years, 
from historians to physicists, 
from linguists to mathematicians, 
visiting countries from Ethiopia 
to Oman and Argentina.  

∫  Check www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/ 

travel to search for trips by 

destination or period of travel.

Alumni groups
New regional, subject and interest 
groups for alumni are below.

∫  If you’re interested in starting a 

new group, please contact the 

Alumni Office on enquiries@

alumni.ox.ac.uk

  Calling all Oxford 
biologists

If you studied a branch of Biology 
at Oxford, including all 
undergraduate degrees (Botany, 
Zoology, Agricultural & Forest 
Sciences, Pure & Applied Biology, 
Biological Sciences), MSc degrees 
(Forestry, Integrative 
Biosciences) and related DPhils 
then we’ve got some exciting 
news for you! 

We are establishing an Oxford 
Biologists’ alumni group, which 
will include (among other 

things) an annual newsletter and 
event. We’re planning to hold our 
inaugural event on Saturday 15 
September during the Oxford 
Alumni Weekend.

∫ Go to our website to sign up to the 

mailing list www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/

biology 

   

 Other new groups

•	Archaeology	and	Museum	
Ethnography Alumni Society 
(www.ouameas.org.uk)
•	OUS	Jersey	 
(jersey@ousoc.oxon.org) 
•	Oxford	Chinese	Students	 
and Scholars Association  
(www.oxcssa.org.uk/wp)
•	Oxbridge	Muslim	Alumni	
(http://oxbridgemuslimalumni.
org)

∫ See the full list of alumni groups at 

www.alumni.ox.ac.uk 

Alumni resources
You need your Alumni Card number to 
register for events, the email service 
and Oxford Alumni Online. The Card 
gives you access to colleges and has 

associated benefits and services discounts 
attached, covering accommodation to lifestyle. 
Find out more at www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/card

Visit the Bodleian  
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley
All graduates are eligible for a free 
Bodleian Readers card for use when 

you’re in Oxford. Contact +44 (0)1865 277180.

Find a friend
Register for Oxford Alumni Online and 
you can search the directory for other 
users. Still can’t find who you’re 

looking for? Complete our ‘find a friend’ form and 
we’ll see if we can help. www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/oao

Graduation and MAs A list of 
forthcoming degree days can be 
found on the University website at 
www.ox.ac.uk/students/

graduation/ceremonies/dates/ but whether you 
still need to graduate for your first degree or want 
to get your MA, booking is via your college.

Local groups
To find your nearest alumni group, just 
check our UK or International alumni 
network directories at www.alumni.

ox.ac.uk/branches and if you’re based in London 
and a graduate of the last decade, you might want 
to consider joining our Oxford10 group too. 
 www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/oxford10

e-Pidge
Our monthly e-bulletin keeps you 
up-to-date with alumni news, events and 
benefits. You can subscribe to it via our 

website at www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/epidge

Oxford Today online
Don’t forget you can get a more regular fix of your favourite alumni magazine by visiting www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk. You can also opt to stop 
receiving your hard copy of Oxford Today in favour of an email alert when each issue goes online – just complete the form available via the website.

A short time ago 
in a galaxy not 
that far away...
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Exclusive
academic tours...

...to every corner of
the globewww.alumni.ox.ac.uk/trips2012

Educational travel
Travel in the company of an expert trip scholar,
who will offer interesting and unique insights into
the destination.

Like-minded travellers
Enjoy travelling with other Oxford alumni.
Group sizes are typically small, with an average
maximum of 20 participants.

Unique tours
Tours are designed especially for alumni and
include an extensive range of destinations and
themes designed to satisfy the intellect: from
cultural history to astronomy; France to Morocco!

Support alumni outreach
The Alumni Office receives a contribution from
the tour operators for each booking. The proceeds
support alumni engagement activities for Oxford’s
180,000-strong alumni community.

OXFORD ALUMNI TRAVEL 2012



20/21 Saving the forests; a doctor in the Congo; singing sensations

Dr Sophie Churchill 
Corpus Christi 1984

The threat to sell off the UK’s forests 
earlier this year caused a public outcry 
and a speedy U-turn by a government 
eager to please. “It demonstrated how 
much woodlands mean to people,” says 
Dr Sophie Churchill. As chief executive 
of the National Forest Company (NFC), 
she was heartened by the response.  
 “People just feel, ‘This is ours.’”

A “tiny” part of the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
the NFC is charged with restoring the 
landscape between Leicester, Derby and 
Nottingham, areas which have been 
pockmarked by mining.                       

The organisation has already trebled 
the forest cover to around 20 per cent 
over the 200 square mile area. The next 
challenge, explains Churchill, is to “link 
it all up.”  

It is a task that requires supreme 
diplomacy, as the NFC does not buy the 
land but instead works with existing 
landowners. Churchill read PPE and  
says that, however remote, her degree  
is relevant. “It’s about organisations and 
structures and power, which are a set  
of issues I do deal with.” After five years 
with the NFC, she has no plans to move 
on but says: “I’ve been very surprised 
with my working life up till now; I’m  
sure it will continue to surprise me.” 

 www.nationalforest.org

Travelling 
treasure
Edward Paine 
Merton 1981

South America is  
a continent that captures 

the imagination. “People tend to go there last,” 
says Edward Paine, who runs a company offering 
trips to the region. “They’ve done Africa and 
South East Asia, they come to South America last, 
but go back again and again.” He caught the bug 
after going to Brazil in his gap year. Soon after his 
degree in agricultural and forest sciences, he was 
back there working and eventually ran a 50,000 
acre farm in São Paulo state. On returning to 
England, he took a dramatic career change.  
“It was far too cold for farming here, the farms 
were a bit small, and I didn’t have one,” he laughs. 
So he decided to set up a travel company. He went 
to Venezuela with his first client, only for Hugo 
Chávez to stage a coup. They still managed to get 
around and Last Frontiers was born. They now 
send around 800 people to Latin America each 
year, for tailor-made trips costing an average of 
£3,500. And the continent’s addictive quality 
serves Paine well, with half of his customers 
coming back for more.  www.lastfrontiers.com 

Oxonians at large
Josephine Moulds meets a travel addict,  
a historical writer and some jazz choristers
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Saving the British landscapes 
harmed by mining activity
How a Corpus Christi alumna is successfully pursuing  
a mission to preserve the UK’s woodlands

Healing  
frontier
Marc Bullock 
Pembroke 1997 

Before he even knew he 
wanted to be a doctor, 

Marc Bullock wanted to work for Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF), an NGO that delivers medical 
aid to troubled areas of the world. “As a schoolboy 
I applied to join, and as a medical student. They 
want you when you can be useful to them.” So 
Bullock trained as a surgeon, reapplied, and was 
soon on a mission to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. “There were rocket-propelled grenades 
and Kalashnikovs going off 20 yards from the 
base.” It was a completely different clinical 
landscape from the UK. “There is no chronic 
disease because life expectancy is about 47. So it is 
all young people with avoidable diseases... caused 
by poverty and war. It felt inexcusable in modern 
times.” Back in the UK, Bullock is doing a PhD 
in cancer science and will return to a surgical 
career. “There’s surgical need in the UK. It’s 
different, but there is still a lot to do.” He hopes to 
work with MSF for one or two months a year but 
as a concession to his wife, he may lay off the war 
zones when they have a family.  www.msf.org

l
a

s
t

 f
r

o
n

it
e

r
s

OXF05.oxonlrg.indd   20 2/2/12   3:34:37 PM



www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | oxford.today@admin.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumniwww.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | oxford.today@admin.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumni

Writing history
Dr Amanda Foreman 
lady Margaret Hall 1993

Historical biographies now regularly make 
the bestseller lists, but that has not always 
been the case. 

Dr Amanda Foreman is widely recognised 
for revitalising the genre with Georgiana, 
Duchess of Devonshire, which went on to be 
made into a fi lm, The Duchess, with powerful 
performances from Hollywood stars 
Keira Knightley and Ralph Fiennes. 

However, she has received as much 
criticism as praise for bringing biography 
into the mainstream. After Georgiana was 
published, Foreman famously posed nude 
behind a stack of books, prompting much 
bluster among her fellow academics. 

She says she does not regret the photo 
shoot. “You know what? My children think 

the dapper choir singers 
who are bringing their 
vocals to restaurants, 
festivals and universities 
around the world

I’m the coolest mother in the whole world. 
There is a lot to be said for being cool in the 
eyes of one’s children.” 

Aged 42, Foreman has fi ve children to 
impress, which in part accounts for the 11-year 
gap before releasing her most recent book, A 
World on Fire: Britain’s Crucial Role in the American 
Civil War. A doorstop of a book at nearly 1000 
pages, it went straight to the US bestseller lists. 

She has mixed feelings on fi nishing such an 
epic project. “I feel slightly allergic to any hard 
work at the moment. And I feel full of regret 
for the sacrifi ces I demanded from my children 
and husband, and terrible guilt for robbing 
them of moments that I can never give back.” 

Her next project is even more ambitious 
than the last two. She describes it as “a global, 
social, comparative history of women from 
Cleopatra to Margaret Thatcher”, called The 
World Made by Women. She won’t be kicking her 
heels just yet, then. 

 www.amanda-foreman.com

The popular television show Glee did what 
nobody thought possible: suddenly it was 
cool to be part of a choir. John Linnett (New 
College), the president of jazz ‘a cappella’ 
group The Oxford Gargoyles, says it has 
brought group singing into the mainstream. 

But he says the Gargoyles are quite 
different from the Glee choir. For a start, as 
an a cappella group, the Oxford Gargoyles 
do everything vocally, from percussion to 
a trumpet solo. This year there are 13 
members from several different disciplines. 
Linnett is a chemist, while their musical 
director is a classicist, and there is only one 

music student among them. They perform 
throughout the year at various events, but 
the highlights are a run at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, and a tour around US universities. 

Out there, the home of a cappella, the 
Oxford students in their dickie bows and 
little black dresses, go down a storm. The 
group doesn’t make any profi ts as such, but 
the proceeds pay for their expenses and the 
Gargoyles have even been known to sing for 
their supper. “Jazz is something that can go 
down very well in nice restaurants,” laughs 
Linnett. “So we perform for our dinner.”  
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~goyles/

the dapper choir singers 

The popular television show 
nobody thought possible: suddenly it was 
cool to be part of a choir. John Linnett (New 
College), the president of jazz ‘a cappella’ 
group The Oxford Gargoyles, says it has 
brought group singing into the mainstream. 

But he says the Gargoyles are quite But he says the Gargoyles are quite 

Oxford’s 
Gargoyles

We welcome 
suggestions from 
alumni for these 

pages. Please send 
details to the 

Editor at oxford.
today@admin.
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Brasenose
ALAN BOWMAN, FBA, Camden 

Professor of Ancient History at 

Oxford, was appointed Principal 

with effect from 1 October.

St John’s College
PROFESSOR MARGARET 
SNOWLING, FBA, FMEDSCI, 

has been elected President 

with effect from September. 

Professor Snowling is an 

internationally known expert on 

reading disorders and currently 

holds a Chair at the University of 

York where she co-directs the 

Centre for Reading and 

Language.

Psychology 
DAVID CLARK, FBA, FMEDSCI
Professor of Psychology at King’s 

College London and Head, Centre 

for Anxiety Disorders and 

Trauma, Maudsley Hospital, 

London, was appointed Professor 

of Psychology and became a 

fellow of Magdalen.

American History
PEKKA HÄMÄLÄINEN
Professor of History at the 

University of California, Santa 

Barbara, was appointed Rhodes 

Professor of American History 

with effect from July. Professor 

Hämäläinen will be a fellow of 

St Catherine’s.

Biochemistry 
COLIN KLEANTHOUS
Professor of Biochemistry at the 

University of York, was appointed 

Iveagh Professor of Microbial 

Biochemistry and a fellow of 

Linacre with effect from 16 April.

Psychiatry
CHARLES NEWTON
Professor in Tropical 

Neurosciences and Paediatrics, 

University College London; 

Wellcome Trust Senior Clinical 

Fellow, Wellcome Trust/Kenya 

Medical Research Institute 

Collaborative Programme, Kilifi , 

Kenya; Consultant Paediatric 

Neurologist, Great Ormond 

Street Hospital, London; 

Honorary Professor of Tropical 

Medicine, London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; 

Honorary Professor, Muhimbili 

University of Health and Allied 

Sciences, Tanzania, and Visiting 

Professor, Nuffi eld Department 

of Medicine, University of Oxford, 

was appointed Cheryl and Reece 

Scott Professor of Psychiatry and 

became a fellow of St John’s.

University Museum 
of Natural History
PAUL SMITH 
Professor of Palaeobiology, Head 

of the School of Geography, Earth 

and Environmental Sciences, and 

Director of the Lapworth Museum 

of Geology at Birmingham 

University, took up the post of 

Director and became a fellow 

of Kellogg. 

Musculoskeletal 
Sciences
PETER TAYLOR 
Professor of Experimental 

Rheumatology, Honorary 

Consultant Physician at Imperial 

College London, lead clinician for 

rheumatology, head of the clinical 

trials group at the Kennedy 

Institute Division and Dean of the 

Charing Cross campus, was 

appointed Norman Collisson 

Professor of Musculoskeletal 

Sciences and became a fellow of 

St Peter’s.

Divinity 
Her Majesty the Queen has 

approved the appointment of 

GRAHAM WARD, Samuel 

Fergusson Professor of 

Philosophical Theology and 

Ethics and Head, School of Arts, 

Histories and Cultures at 

Manchester University, to the 

Regius Professorship of Divinity 

with effect from 1 October. 

Professor Ward will be a Canon 

of Christ Church.

NEW HEADS OF HOUSE

NEW APPOINTMENTS

with effect from 1 October. with effect from 1 October. 

Professor Ward will be a Canon 

of Christ Church.

University & alumni news

How did you develop an interest 

in social anthropology and 

African culture in particular?

I read geography at St Hugh’s 

but I became interested in Africa 

when my father taught at a 

Ugandan university in the early 

1950s, and returned with 

wonderful slides and stories. 

A ‘hands-on’ introductory 

course at the Pitt Rivers 

Museum offered fascinating 

insights into the museum’s  

treasures, which sparked my 

interest in social anthropology. 

What did you choose to study? 

A lectureship at the University of 

Khartoum offered the chance to 

fund my studies. Between 1965 

and 1969 I conducted traditional 

ethnographic research among 

Uduk people living in the Blue 

Nile region on the Sudan/

Ethiopian border. The area was 

culturally and linguistically 

distinctive but had little written 

history. Missionaries had been 

active there, and although they 

had been expelled in 1964 I could 

take advantage of their linguistic 

work. I found it interesting how 

accurately the Uduk people’s 

oral history tallied with records 

from the late 19th century. They 

had warm memories of the 

British bringing peace in 1902, 

and there had been no slave 

raiding in the region for 60 years; 

it felt like a peaceful backwater, 

even though there was a civil war 

underway in the far south.

Could you predict the lengthy 

confl ict that lay ahead?

In 1969, the storm clouds were 

gathering but no-one anticipated 

the years of displacement and 

suffering still to come. Sudan’s 

second civil war between 1983 

and 2005 affected many more 

people, including those in the 

Blue Nile region. Communities 

spent up to 20 years moving 

from one place to another across 

the international frontier. A new 

generation of children grew up in 

refugee camps in Ethiopia, fi nally 

returning only by 2008. Since 

the secession of South Sudan 

last July, confl ict has broken out 

again in the areas adjoining the 

new boundary with the South. 

The Blue Nile has been attacked 

and thousands have fl ed again. 

Does repeated displacement 

change the cultural identity of 

a minority group like the Uduk?

In a mountainous borderland like 

this, minorities have often been 

able to fi nd safe havens. Modern 

warfare is a new threat and 

displacement can add to political 

tension. But while language can 

be a barrier, music and games 

allow groups to bond more 

easily. All humans share a love of 

the give-and-take involved and 

things can survive in surprising 

ways – cassettes of Uduk music 

now circulate in Salt Lake City!

You are retired but do you have 

any projects in the pipeline?

I am part of a team bringing out 

a fresh OUP edition of RG 

Collingwood’s autobiography, 

with his Log of a Voyage to the 
East Indies and letters from this 

journey. I am also working with 

Judith Aston and the Pitt Rivers, 

to build a digital multimedia 

resource preserving my audio 

and visual materials relating to 

the Uduk and other peoples.

View a video documentary of the Uduk 
people compiled by Wendy James and Judith 
Aston at www.voicesfromthebluenile.org

Wendy James
Retired Professor of Social 
Anthropology and emeritus 
fellow of St Cross  

60 seconds with...
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For more detailed information or a brochure:
+44 (0)20 8742 3355
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Choose from other music festivals in 2012:
TheRhine ValleyMusic Festival,TheDanubeMusic
Festival, Rome: A Festival of Music

Choral Music at Oxford
The Divine Office
This extraordinary musical, spiritual and architectural
experience features seventeen performances with eleven
ensembles in five chapels and the Sheldonian Theatre.

What makes Oxford the ideal city for such a venture? Provision for
music to accompany the liturgy was stipulated by the founders of
the major early colleges at Oxford, and choral music there is still
very much a living tradition. Christ Church, Magdalen, Merton
and New College choirs remain the finest in the city and enjoy
international reputations for excellence. They perform in this
festival alongside The Tallis Scholars, the men of Westminster
Cathedral Choir, Stile Antico, Sospiri and the Gabrieli Consort.

A major feature of the festival is the Divine Office, the eight
services of the monastic day, performed at the intended times -
beginning with Matins at 1.00am and ending with Compline at
about 10.00pm. Lectures by four leading experts on plainchant,
polyphony, liturgy and English church history are also part of
the festival package.

Date: 24–28 September 2012, £2,420

http://www.evalondon.com/oxford
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The Warden of All Souls tells Richard Lofthouse 
about his banking report and college life

Tell me what you’re up to currently.   
As Warden, I chair and oversee college 
business; we just elected two fellows by 
examination; all the usual committees, 

and I am a Delegate and chair the finance 
committee of Oxford University Press.

Am I right that you grabbed the headlines briefly 
for abolishing the one-word essay traditionally 
given to aspirant prize fellows?
Yes, surprisingly we did, some months after we had 
taken the decision. When I took the exam, the word 
was ‘conversion’, but I can’t remember what I wrote.  
It had ceased to help distinguish between candidates. 
 
I believe that you still teach undergraduates?
Yes – Hilary term will see me delivering the  
‘Introduction to Macroeconomics’ lecture course. It’s 

aimed at the core prelims curriculum for PPE’ists, and 
econ and management students. The lectures are open 
to anyone in the University.

Someone recently noted that whatever theory of 
economics prevails on Monday morning is almost 
certainly in the bin by Friday afternoon. So how will 
you deliver these lectures? 
My aim will be to explain the established principles of 
the subject but with reference to what’s happening now.

This clash between reality and textbook knowledge 
makes me wonder where reflection ends and action 
begins. All Souls has a history of producing world-
facing fellows – where do you see yourself in that?
Economics is like law. It lends itself to both theory and 
practice, with extensive public policy implications. I’ve 
never had a plan -- just tremendous luck in terms of 
what’s come along. I was a professor of economics at 
Oxford when in late 1997 I got a totally unexpected 
call asking whether I would be considered for the role 
of chief economist for the Bank of England. The 

JOHN VICKERS
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Sir John Vickers (Oriel, 
1976), FBA, Fellow of the 
Econometric Society, Warden, 
All Souls College, Professor 
of Economics. Married with 
three teenage children, he 
began his career with a short 
stint at oil giant Shell before 
returning to Oxford. Knighted 
in 2005, he has been Warden 
of All Souls since October 
2008. He became Chair 
of the UK’s newly created 
Independent Commission 
on Banking (ICB) in June 
2010. The stated purpose 
of the Commission was to 
consider structural and 
related non-structural reforms 
to the UK banking sector to 
promote fi nancial stability and 
competition in the aftermath 
of the banking crisis of 2008. 
The resulting 363-page report 
was published in September 
2011 and recommended the 
ring fencing of retail activities 
from investment banking, 
keeping 17-20% of certain 
assets as ‘loss-absorbers’.

www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | email@oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumni

University was extraordinarily generous in granting 
a leave of absence, so I didn’t have to resign the chair.
I was head of the Offi ce of Fair Trading 2000-2005. 
The then Vice-Chancellor, Colin Lucas, was again very 
generous about leave, but I gave my word that I would 
return to Oxford in October 2005, which I did. 

And then the Vickers report on banking reform!
I was summoned to Number 11 Downing Street in June 
2010, and George Osborne asked me, “Would I take it 
on?” I replied that “I’d be very happy to think about it,” 
mostly because I had to be clear that I would be able to 
fulfi l consistently my college duties. The college was 
extremely understanding. Because the commission had 
15 months from June, I was able to peak the workload 
in the two long vacs. 

So what was the experience of amassing 
this report actually like?
It’s been fantastic. As well as the other four 
Commissioners there was a team of 
fourteen, a secretariat, and we worked in 
a very focused and compact manner. The 
atmosphere was very good, excellent in fact; 
it was an interesting time but also a very 
enjoyable one, despite that fact that we were 
charged with learning some of the lessons of 
this awful economic crisis.

Michael Skapinker wrote in the Financial Times 
– following a visit to the Occupy Wall Street site 
outside St Paul’s Cathedral – that the ring fencing 
[of retail operations from investment banking 
operations] that your report suggested “could be 
in different places for different banks and none 
of it will be implemented until 2019…Bankers 
have almost certainly won another battle.” As the 
original ring fence of the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 
was implemented in under a year, why the caution?
Our job was to make recommendations for long-term 
reform. It’s the job of the politicians to decide whether 
to act on them, and legislation, if that is what happens, 
takes time. We spoke of 2019 as the latest date for 
implementation because it is already the end-date for 
the international reform of bank capital. Picking an 
earlier end-date would have been arbitrary. If banks 
are forced to increase capital ratios very suddenly, one 
of the unintended consequences might be credit 
shrinkage to the detriment of the economy. 

What do you think might happen with the current 
Eurozone sovereign debt crisis?
Anyone who is confi dent answering that reveals that 
they don’t actually know what they are talking about.

OK, but have a shot for fun…
Well, a way through might be found but there are large 
downside risks from Eurozone developments, and the 
potential for quite vicious spirals – for debt and default.

How does this affect All Souls?
Any institution that is predominantly self-funding from 
an endowment is exposed to the ups and downs of the 
markets. Part of the job is to manage those risks 
through diversifi cation, allied to expenditure policies 
that sustainably maximise the academic value of what 
you’re doing. We’re steadily progressing our academic 
programmes. 2012 sees the appointment of three 
senior research fellows in philosophy, literature and 
history. We have just welcomed four new post-docs – in 
maths, physics, classics and philosophy. We intend to 
appoint more post-doctoral fellows. Another challenge 
is space. We are constrained in study accommodation 
for fellows and visiting fellows. 

What breed is this fi ne hound running around?
Alfi e is a miniature schnauzer, two years old. 

Didn’t I see a ‘No Dogs’ sign in the porter’s lodge?
Oh, that doesn’t apply in the Warden’s Lodgings.

Are there any illicit cats in the college?
No, but there is also a Jack Russell and a black 

labrador in the college.

Does Alfi e keep you on the level?
Family does that, and Alfi e is great company, and 
a very good and discreet listener. 

For more details on Sir John’s 
lecture course, visit
www.economics.ox.ac.uk

24/25

Sir John in his college 
lodgings at All Souls
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...are vital in achieving success, both in rowing and investment management.

Our investment decisions are driven by an understanding of the key
themes that are shaping the world. These themes provide the all-important
perspective that allows us to identify areas of opportunity and risk on behalf
of our clients.

We are proud to sponsor the NewtonWomen’s Boat Race and the
Openweight Women’s Boat Clubs at Oxford and Cambridge.
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As a centre of classical learning, Oxford has long  
had a special tie to the Olympics, says John Garth

Mexico, 1968. The world watches as 
athletes of 108 nations file in. Past or 
future Oxford students step forward for 
Britain, including David Hemery (St 

Catherine’s) who will win gold in the men’s 400m 
hurdles; and also for Sierra Leone, New Zealand, the 
United States, and Norway (King Harald no less, 
Balliol). The flame from the Olympian grove is 
plunged into the cauldron high on the ramparts and, 
on cue, 10,000 pigeons are released. These are dizzying 
heights for all present. 

Literally so for the pigeons. It is 2240m above sea level 
and, as Jock Mullard of Keble remembers: “Many had 
difficulty flying and returned rapidly to earth; we spent 
many happy minutes capturing pigeons.” Epic and 
slightly shambolic, the scene recalls both the classicism 
and the amateurism in which the Olympics were 
revived in the nineteenth century. These themes, worth 
savouring as Britain prepares to host the ever bigger 
and brasher Olympics, are intertwined in the story of 
how Oxford and Oxonians have been involved in the 
modern Games. 

The thread begins with the Olympic victory odes of 
Pindar, best-preserved of the chief poets of ancient 
Greece. In 1749, Christ Church alumnus Gilbert West 
produced an edition to which he prefaced A Dissertation 
on the Olympick Games – a pioneering history rescued 
from long neglect in last year’s Thinking the Olympics: 
The Classical Tradition and the Modern Games (eds. 
Barbara Goff and Michael Simpson for Bristol Classical 
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‘They returned to earth and we spent 
many happy minutes capturing pigeons’
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Press). Echoing Euripides and Galen, West blasted 
professionalism in sport; instead he vaunted its moral 
and physical benefits. Tom Brown’s Schooldays and its 
sequel, Tom Brown at Oxford, popularised this muscular 
hellenism; Vincent’s Club, formed in Oxford in 1863, 
incorporated it. founder WB Woodgate said the club 
“should consist of the picked hundred of the University, 
selected for all-round qualities; social, physical and 
intellectual…” 

Class was as important as classicism. The National 
Olympian association, founded in London in 1865, saw 
sport as a way for the degenerate masses to acquire the 
upright morals and chiselled physiques of Greek 
literature and sculpture. The rival amateur athletic 
Club, it has been argued, was formed to keep British 
sport for the progeny of Oxbridge and the public 
schools. Oxford afforded daily opportunities to vie on 
track, field or river, so the gentleman all-rounder could 
largely get by without the unseemly and unfair business 
of training. The amateur ethos was enthusiastically 
exported in books – including 1887’s Souvenirs d’Oxford 
and de Cambridge – by Baron Pierre de Coubertin, 
father of the modern Olympic Games. 

at the 1896 Olympics the fruition of his dream, 
Oxford amateurism, demonstrated its potential. John 
Pius Boland of Christ Church, a spectator, was asked to 
make up for a manpower shortage in tennis and won 
one of Britain’s first two Olympic gold medals. also in 
athens was George S robertson, a Magdalen classicist 
with a Blue in hammer-throwing, who “could hardly 
resist a go at the Olympics”. arriving to find there was 
no hammer-throwing, he achieved what remains the 
worst Olympic discus result on record. However, as  
a recent winner of the Gaisford Prize for Greek Verse 
he was asked to compose and recite a Pindaric ode for 
the closing ceremony, and did so with aplomb. 

rhodes Scholars, selected on criteria including 
sporting drive, have featured regularly among Oxford 
Olympians, among them Jack Lovelock of New Zealand 
and Exeter, who won gold in the 1500m at Berlin in 
1936. However, the heyday and twilight of amateurism 
are most clearly delineated in the careers of two other 
famous Oxford runners. Brasenose undergraduate 
arnold Strode-Jackson entered Stockholm 1912 as a 
private citizen – the last time the rules allowed this 
– and ran the 1500m event in shorts trimmed with 
Oxford blue. Overtaking world-beaters in the last 50m, 
he loped to victory in 3 minutes 56.8 seconds – a new 
Olympic and British record. It was the first time he had 
run on an anti-clockwise track – the international 
standard – but he swore by the contrarily clockwise old 
track at Iffley road, saying it gave Oxford runners an 
edge by strengthening the naturally weaker left leg. 

However, when roger Bannister became president of 
OUaC as an Exeter medical student in 1948, he 
replaced the bumpy, non-standard old track. after 
missing out on medals at the Stockholm Olympics in 
1952, Bannister embraced an ever more rigorous 

training regime, and broke the four-minute mile in 
1954 on the Iffley road track he had created.

for decades, it was rowing that dominated Oxford’s 
sporting achievements, with the Boat race setting an 
annual target for excellence. a model scholar-athlete, 
Balliol musician frederick Septimus Kelly was in the 
losing Boat race crew of 1903 but won gold in the 
eights at the London Olympics in 1908 (he died at the 
Somme in 1916). The limits of fair play were exposed at 
Stockholm 1912, when crews largely from Oxford won 
both gold and silver in the men’s eights. In the final, 
New College won the toss for the slightly shorter lane, 
but like gentlemen they offered it to the Magdalen-
dominated Leander crew. Blithely accepting, the 
Leander crew took gold. a century on, New College 
Boat Club’s letterhead is still inscribed GDBM, for ‘God 
damn bloody Magdalen!’ 

a similar cynicism seems to have been held at Oriel in 
the Seventies, when (it is whispered) the view still 
prevailed that ‘women should preferably be very short 

He achieved what remains the worst 
Olympic discus result on record
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previous page: thomas 
Hampson (st catherine’s 
society, 1926) of Great Britain 
breasts the tape ahead of 
Alexander Wilson of canada to 
win gold and set a new world 
record in the 800m at the los 
Angeles Olympics, 1932. He 
added a second medal with 
the British 4 x 400m relay 
team, which came second to 
the united states.
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and light, and admitted at a ratio of 8:1’. By that time 
the tide was clearly turning against amateurism. Up 
until 1968, the British rowing association had simply 
chosen the fastest of Britain’s existing crews and, in 
Jock Mullard’s words, “sent them to be humiliated by 
the rest of the world”. But in Mexico, Mullard’s crew 
came tenth and British rowers won no medals. The 
following year a National Coach was appointed to 
create a proper national team – the prelude to a 
recovery of British rowing achievement at international 
level which has been crowned by Oxonians including 
Jonny Searle, Pete reed, andy Hodge and, most 
spectacularly, Matthew Pinsent.

The ability for athletes to earn money through their 
sport has punctured the class privilege that 
underpinned amateurism. The passing years have 
likewise dissolved the impediments to women’s 
achievements at Oxford and in the Olympics – a 
progression brilliantly embodied in Stephanie Cook, 
the pentathlete-doctor who won gold at Sydney in 

2000. Bonnie St John, a Trinity rhodes Scholar who 
won bronze medals in the slalom and giant slalom at 
the 1984 Winter Paralympics in Innsbruck, epitomises 
the overturning of prejudice, both racial and against 
people with physical disabilities.

The amateur era should not go unmourned. With 
television, and the advertising opportunities it affords, 
the Olympics have burst like the Incredible Hulk out  
of the relatively modest cloth cut for them by the 
revivalists of 1896. Professionalism is the norm, and the 
amateur spirit clings raggedly to gargantuan Olympian 
loins. Oxford protests (as a Union motion put it last 
November) “that modern sport is just not cricket”. But 
tellingly, when the Olympic torch comes to Oxford in 
July it will spend about the same length of time at Iffley 
road as roger Bannister took to run the mile there, 
and four times longer at the Cowley plant of London 
2012 sponsor BMW.

This sprint around Oxford’s Olympic history has also 
been too brief, and it has been possible to mention only 
a few great names. The classical thread still twists 
through Oxford’s involvement in sport and the 
Olympics. Oxbridge track and field athletes compete 
under the Homeric name of the achilles Club. Since 
1992 the atalanta’s Society, named after the archetypal 
female athlete of Greek myth, has promoted Oxonian 
sportswomen. Treading in the footsteps of Pindar and 
of George robertson, armand D’angour, a Classics 
fellow at Jesus, was commissioned to write an ode for 
athens 2004 and has done so again for London 2012 at 
the request of Mayor Boris Johnson – a Balliol classicist. 

Most importantly, Oxford continues to produce 
superlative all-rounders: scholar-athletes such as 
cross-country mountain biker rosara Joseph (St 
John’s), swimmer Jack Marriott (Hertford), hockey 
player Mutsa Mutembwa (St Edmund Hall), and 
wheelchair racer Nikki Emerson (Magdalen) – just four 
of the Oxonians with their eyes on Olympic glory this 
year in London. 

SPECIaL OLyMPIC WEBSITE

for more information about the 
Olympics go to www.ox.ac.uk/
subsite/olympics/olympics

108 nations gather at the 
mexico Olympics, 1968, 
2240m above sea level, where  
10,000 pigeons were released

On this subsite  

you can see a 

complete list  

of Oxonian 

competitors in the 

forthcoming 

games, a video 

discussion of 

prominent 

Oxonians behind 2012, information about the Olympic 

torch coming to Oxford and, nearer the time, qualifying 

information and actual results that will be constantly 

updated as the games unfold.
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feeling 
the pinch?

Richard Lofthouse meets Universities Minister David Willetts

David Willetts

he sees 
himself as 
the salvation 
of the sector 
amidst tough 
times

W hen i arrive at the Department of 
Business, innovation and Skills with 
photographer Joby Sessions, we’re 
informed that the Minister is running 

late. the 40 minute slot that had already been 
postponed once and trimmed to 30 minutes, is now 
going to be 20 minutes or less.

finally, we go up to the corner office on the 8th 
floor, which overlooks Westminster Abbey. there is an 
air of nerves, and naturally my first question concerns 
the vote of no confidence last June, when Oxford’s 
congregation or ‘parliament’ passed a vote of no 
confidence in David Willetts, the Universities Minister, 
and the government’s handling of higher education 
reform in the UK.

the minister evidently needs to get something off his 
chest before we even begin, and splutters: “there was 
just so much stuff that was wrong. Anyway, i’m pleased 
that we’re finally meeting because so much of it was 
completely rubbish that you’ve been producing. i 
wanted to try to set the record straight. i’ve never come 
across such a load of old confused rubbish.”

“Ah,” i reply neutrally. “What are you referring to?”
“the miscellaneous articles in Oxford Today.” 
Still none the wiser, i can only assume he means our

last cover story ‘Whither the humanities’, but if so we 
never get to discuss the charge of excessive 
utilitarianism in policy-making circles.

What we do get is plenty of explanation about what 
he claims is a socially progressive means of paying for  
a category of education – higher education – which 
only became a significant taxpayer burden in the 
mid-twentieth century, and then the ballooning victim 
of its own success as student numbers exploded.

But first the no confidence vote. “i guess i was 
disappointed, but i believe what i’m doing is in the best 
interests of Britain’s universities and in the best 

interests of Oxford,” Willetts says. “i want to see Oxford 
growing and stronger which is why we’re putting more 
cash into our universities.” Of course, once Oxford’s 
agreement with the Office of fair Access is taken into 
account, which sees Oxford putting most of its (tiny) 
surplus fee income into additional access measures, 
there is very little additional money going into a 
tutorial system which has long been subsidised by 
Oxford and its benefactors to the tune of roughly 
£8000 per student per year. i raise this point later on, 
and Willetts has his response ready.

“i realise that there will always be arguments for 
even more [funds] and i want to finance our 
universities because i love them, but if the charge is, in 
today’s fiscal environment that we haven’t increased the 
cash sufficiently, that is, we could always do better, but 
there is actually extra cash in tough times.” 

it’s a fair point. instead of cutting university funding 
and providing no alternative, Willetts sees himself in 
some ways as the salvation of the sector amidst tough 
times. the coalition has not forced British universities 
to close or downsize. it has transferred the burden to 
future graduates through trebled tuition fees. 

i detect a hint of exasperation. fully funding the 
tutorial system from public sources did not happen 
when Britain’s economy was booming. it is highly 
unlikely to happen in the face of austerity.

if one goes to the other side of the same argument, 
however, and asks the Minister why the free market 
can’t be free, the tuition cap lifted completely, allowing 
Oxford to charge more to the rich so it can provide a 
much greater subsidy to the poor, his reply is that 
because student loans will be taxpayer funded it is not  
a free market and was never intended to be. neither is 
it ‘Americanization’. 

We go on to discuss application rates, graduate 
education, the likely default rate of the new student 
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for the written transcript of this 
interview, visit  
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/willetts

loans, the possible shape of Oxford in the future, and 
what Willetts gained from studying ppe at Oxford. 
Many of these arguments are well rehearsed by now, 
and the interview transcript is on Oxford Today’s website.

What the discussion revealed for the first time is the 
extent to which Willetts’ solution to higher education 
funding is consistent with his brilliant if flawed 
argument in The Pinch, a book he wrote in opposition 
and published to some acclaim last May.

this consistency is interesting because at first sight 
the opposite is true, Willetts appearing to have scored  
a spectacular own goal. indeed, he volunteers, while 
smiling for the first time, “...a lot of people say, what 
does the author of The Pinch think of the policies of the 
Universities Minister.”

he’s referring to his main argument, that the social 
contract between the generations has been badly 
eroded, particularly as a result of the baby boomers 
doing disproportionately well for themselves at the 
expense of today’s young.

Willetts thinks this erosion is terrible, yet as 
Universities Minister he has accelerated the process 
further and faster than any government since 1945. 
the irony is unmistakable, as where he writes:  

“A young person could be forgiven for believing that 
the way in which economic and social policy is now 
conducted is little less than a conspiracy by the 
middle-aged against the young.”

indeed they might! But of course there is an 
alternative reading of this apparent contradiction, the 
view that private patronage should replace universal 
taxation in respect of higher education tuition fees.

i suggest that by the logic of The Pinch: “equity is 
re-introduced to the young of today...by their tuition 
fees being met by their parents and grandparents,” to 
which Willetts replies, “it is true.”

“no one has to take out a loan. it’s a free country, 
you can’t force people to take out these loans-in- 
quotation-marks...”

A self-deprecating stance for a self-confessed 
boomer, and a prosperous one at that? Or is this just 
another unfair advantage for rich kids? it doesn’t solve 
the future, either, when the current generation of poor 
students are retiring and there are no boomers left.  

David Willetts (born 9 March 
1956) is the Minister of State 
for Universities and Science, 
and the Conservative MP 
for Havant in Hampshire. He 
studied at Christ Church and 
gained a first class degree
in PPE.
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are we 
in a new 
dickensian   
 age?

The recent BBC adaptation of Great 
Expectations included a scene in which the 
returned convict Magwitch opens a battered 
leather bag of money, and lets the notes 

flutter slowly to the floor. “it’s me that done this for 
you,” he explains proudly to Pip. “it’s me that is your 
benefactor.” a surprised Pip recoils in horror. Just as 
Magwitch represents a fragment of his past suddenly 
thrusting its way into the present, so the money 
represents his hopes of a fresh start being scattered to 
the winds. 

Modern viewers are far less likely to be surprised 
– not only because many already know dickens’ plot  
in advance, but also because stories of riches being 
bestowed upon the unprepared or undeserving have 
become as familiar in the news as suspect politicians or 
philandering 
footballers. as 
an apprentice 
blacksmith 
who suddenly 
finds himself being cocooned in velvet and silk, Pip 
differs little from bankers who are granted Ferrari-
sized bonuses, or lottery winners who declare that “the 
money won’t change us” after becoming wealthy 
beyond avarice. 

it is tempting to ignore such contemporary echoes, 
seeing them as no more than historical overspills from 
a writer who is as central to our image of the 
nineteenth century as foggy streets and flickering 
gas-lamps. it is no coincidence that ‘dickensian’ and 
‘Victorian’ have become more or less interchangeable 

terms. Both refer to a world that is usually treated 
either as a nostalgic alternative to the present – a time 
of resiliently chirpy urchins and endless plum 
puddings – or a grim and grimy past we have happily 
escaped. and for generations of readers, dickens has 
given the illusion of direct access to this world; reading 
a page of Bleak House or David Copperfield is like opening 
a doorway into the Victorian home and the heads of its 
inhabitants alike. 

Yet such fiction is far more than a barometer of 
cultural change. it is also a mirror in which we see 
distorted reflections of some of our most pressing 
concerns. Just as Pip discovers that he cannot escape 
his past, so many of the anxieties that ripple through 
dickens’ writing can patiently lie low for years before 
returning to bother the present. consider the 

fraudulent banker 
Merdle in Little Dorrit, 
whose fall creates a 
whirlpool effect that 
sucks in the guilty and 

innocent alike; or the thin-lipped references to 
share-dealing in Our Mutual Friend, a novel in which 
“ruin” quietly tolls like a bell, as dickens imagines 
ordinary people crying out: “relieve us of our money, 
scatter it for us, buy and sell us, ruin us, only we 
beseech ye take rank among the powers of the earth, 
and fatten on us.” nor is dickens’ satire limited to 
bankers. in The Chimes, one of his christmas stories, he 
introduces three busybodies who try to disguise their 
hostility towards the poor as a form of practical good 
sense. They include a magistrate who is convinced that, 
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through his writing lie low for years

Magdalen fellow Robert Douglas-Fairhurst highlights some of the 
numerous parallels between the period in which dickens came of 
age as a novelist and our own recessionary world  
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charles dickens

March of intellect, by paul 
pry (pseudonym of William 
heath, 1795–1840), published 
by thomas Mclean in 1829, 
was one of a series of satirical 
prints lampooning the political 
issues and reading habits 
of the day. here, inventions, 
architecture and fantastical 
modes of transport are 
satirised, including gurney’s 
wagon and other steam 
transport, a vacuum tube 
system for travel to india, 
air transportation and an 
imagined bridge link to South 
africa. there is even a giant 
bat for transporting convicts 
to australia. 

34/35

“There’s a great deal of nonsense talked about want – 
hard up, you know; that’s the phrase, isn’t it? Ha! Ha! 
Ha!” and a pompous philanthropist who is only willing 
to help those who vow to “be respectful, exercise your 
self-denial, [and] bring up your family on next to 
nothing.” Presumably both would be enthusiastic 
supporters of a “Big society”.

nowhere do such echoes resonate more strongly 
than in the 1830s, a decade which dickens began as an 
anonymous member of the London crowd, and ended 
as the most famous novelist in the world. But dickens 
was not alone in experiencing this decade as both the 
best of times and the worst of times. seen from one 
angle, it was a period of unprecedented financial 
uncertainty. an economic collapse in 1825 had led to 
around 80 banks failing and almost 500 companies 
going bankrupt, and thirteen years later the memory 
was still raw enough to resurface in Nicholas Nickleby,  
as Mrs nickleby encourages her husband to “speculate” 
with their assets. The outcome is sadly predictable:  
“a mania prevailed, a bubble burst... four hundred 
nobodies were ruined.” 

add several noughts to this figure and dickens could 
be writing about recent events in global finance, from 
banking failures to the slow creep of the euro crisis,  
all of which have somehow ended up making the rich 
slightly richer and the poor much poorer. in the pages 
of fiction, of course, dickens could give these events  
a happy ending, with the nickleby family returning to 
their old family house to live wealthily ever after, but no 
writer was more haunted by the alternatives of poverty 
and homelessness, and it is difficult now to read his 
address at the end of Hard Times without it ringing  
with contemporary relevance like an alarm bell,  
“dear reader! it rests with you and me, whether, in  
our two fields of action, similar things shall be or not.”

More optimistically, the 1830s also witnessed a 
remarkable set of political changes, as the 1832 reform 
Bill opened up an age of burgeoning democracy. if the 
nation was nervously looking back over its shoulder, it 
was also looking forward to what would soon become 
known as the Victorian age. The future was a blank 
sheet of paper waiting to be written on, and many of 
these changes would be achieved through technology. 
The invention of the electric telegraph meant that 
within a decade the news was humming across wires 
that gradually spread through the nation, binding it 
together in a web of copper and steel. The foundations 
of modern social networking and its political offshoots 
– campaigning websites, electronic petitions, even the 
arab spring – were being established. 

Other parallels are more down to earth. London in 
the 1830s was experiencing a building boom every bit 
as ambitious as our own Olympic Park and shiny new 
stratford shopping centre; the skyline bristled with 
scaffolding, punctuated by regular plumes of dust, as 
old buildings were demolished and new ones erected. 
some examples of progress were even more tangible. 
The 1830s saw the first properly organised system of 
public transport, as railway lines started to stretch their 
fingers greedily across the landscape and horse-drawn 
omnibuses had started to weave their way through 
London’s streets, allowing passengers to hop on and off 

just as easily as a modern commuter taking a Boris bus.
March of Intellect, a drawing by william Heath published 
in the same year, shows equally radical social changes. 
in the foreground, a workman delicately eats an ice 
cream and his companion gnaws at a hothouse 
pineapple, both happily oblivious to traditional class 
divisions, while steam-powered machines whisk people 
across the ground and through the air. 

Like many satires on the shape of things to come, its 
scoffing has largely been silenced by the passage of 
time. Only a bat-like snout and wings prevent the 
artist’s imaginary flying machine from resembling a 
modern airliner, while a few decades later Londoners 
would think nothing of entering a ‘tube’ to carry them 
across the city. even in 1829, the idea that people might 
travel in little motorised vehicles of their own was not 
entirely outlandish: for eighteen months between 1827 
and 1829, goldsworthy gurney’s prototype steam-
powered road carriage could be seen puffing around 
London at speeds of up to twenty miles per hour.

Yet while some sections of the population enjoyed 
what Bleak House described as “the moving age”, others 
were painfully stuck in a rut. For anyone who lacked 
dickens’ talent and drive, social mobility was chiefly 
reserved for the pages of fiction. street beggars 
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(previous page) portrait of 
charles dickens, 1839, by 
daniel Maclise (1806–1870). 
dickens and Maclise had 
become close friends before 
this was painted. in a letter 
from June 1839, dickens 

recorded that “Maclise 
has made another face of 
me, which all people say is 
‘astonishing’.”  
(above) etching of charles 
dickens, the court Magazine 
and Monthly critic, 1837
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continued to travel the same rounds, day after day and 
mile after mile, like a hamster on its wheel. a growing 
underclass produced gangs of thieving children, whose 
antics were rarely as picturesque and amusing in real 
life as they were in Oliver Twist, and whose only escape 
was transportation or the gallows. dickens never forgot 
how easily he could have ended up as one of the 
anonymous poor; his fiction is shadowed by the 
alternative lives he could have led, the paths he could 
have taken. equally, no writer was more conscious  

of how easily history can repeat itself, as one 
disadvantaged generation produces another, and if he 
could be transported to the scene of his bicentenary 
celebrations in 2012, he would see little to surprise him. 

He would shake his head at the idea that, after a 
tentative period of social progress, the gap between 
rich and poor was once again widening and deepening. 
He would recognise the many descendants of Our 
Mutual Friend’s Mr Podsnap, who “felt conscious that he 
set a brilliant social example in being particularly well 

satisfied with most things, and, above all other things, 
with himself”, and would be spoilt for choice when it 
came to finding equivalents in modern celebrity 
culture of the Veneerings, a married couple who are as 
glossy and empty as a pair of christmas baubles. 

He would respond sympathetically to the corrosive 
effects of debt, especially upon the young, and would 
observe that, even in the absence of prisons like the 
one that swallowed up his father, debt is an invisible 
ball and chain that grows heavier with the years. 

and if he read reports of 
rioting in the streets, the 
author of Barnaby Rudge and 
A Tale of Two Cities would 
shake his head at how quickly 

hard times had, once again, produced hardened 
hearts. it is difficult to think of a writer who would be 
more unhappy at feeling so strangely at home. 

The Bodleian Library will host dickens and his world from  
June 2. Details will be available at www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Daniel Maclise  
(25 January 1806–  
25 April 1870) was an 
Irish history, literary 
and portrait painter.  
His 1839 portrait of 
Dickens preceded by 
one year his election 
to the Royal Academy, 
and already has an 
assured solidity about 
it, completely unlike 
the etching shown 
on this page. In many 
ways the Maclise 
portrait sealed 
Dickens’s burgeoning 
reputation. Recreating 
the pose in Robert’s 
rooms at Magdalen 
was a lot of fun but 
involved rearranging 
his office from top to 
bottom. Needless to 
say, it took time and 
care to get right.  

Cover
Story

Dr Robert Douglas-Fairhurst is 
the author of  Becoming 
dickens (Harvard UP, 2011) 
and  Victorian afterlives 
(OUP, 2002), and has also 
produced editions of a 
christmas carol and Other 
christmas Books, great 
expectations and London 
Labour and the London 
Poor for Oxford World’s 
Classics. He writes regularly for 
publications including the 
daily Telegraph, guardian 
and TLs, and has acted as the 
historical consultant on recent 
BBC productions of  Jane 
eyre, emma and great 
expectations.

To claim one of ten free copies  
of Becoming Dickens, answer a quiz:
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/dickens

Like many satires on the shape of things to 
come, its scoffing has been silenced by time
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Lawrence Brewer discovers a lost novel by  
CS Forester, acquires the rights and publishes it 

A n enlightened English teacher in 1954 
had the pleasant habit of reading to his 
pupils for 10 minutes at the end of each 
lesson. Among the authors he selected was 

CS Forester whose Hornblower books were just 
appearing in paperback, and so my seed of enthusiasm 
was planted at the age of eight. 

The opportunity which has now borne fruit in the 
first publication of Forester’s ‘lost novel’ had its roots 
decades previously, in Hollywood in 1935. Forester had 
been offered a contract to write a film script. He had 
come across some late-eighteenth-century volumes of 
The Naval Chronicle and after the Hollywood contract, 
these accompanied him on his sea-journey back to 
England via Central America. The result was the first 
Hornblower novel.

Forester had missed England during his stay in 
California. Not foreseeing the pressure that would 
grow on him to write more Hornblowers, he wrote a 
classic London thriller about murder, sex and revenge, 

The Pursued. In his personal notes, Forester refers to it 
as “the lost novel… It was written, sent to London and 
Boston, accepted and made the subject of signed 
agreements.” But the Spanish Civil War intervened. 
Forester went to Spain and the Peninsular War of 130 
years previously stirred his interest. He realised that 
this could be the second Hornblower novel for which 
his publishers were clamouring.

Forester wrote: “It would not be fitting for The Pursued 
to be published between these two [Hornblower] 
books.” Publication was delayed and “the lost novel was 
really lost. It is just possible that a typescript still exists, 
forgotten and gathering dust in a rarely used 
storeroom in Boston or Bloomsbury.” In 1999 the  
CS Forester Society was founded in Oxford – the first 
meeting held at the Luna Caprese – by consultant 
clinician Dr Colin Blogg. We read about the ‘lost novel’ 
in Forester’s autobiography Long Before Forty and one of 
our members spotted a miscellany of Forester papers 
for sale at an auction in Knightsbridge. To our delight 
we acquired the text of The Pursued; a typescript, the 
pages in order and numbered, but differing – some 
original typing on (American) typing paper, some 
sheets carbons, some sheets roneos and a few 
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photocopies. There are a few pencil corrections (word 
spacing, grammar) and some pages are hole-punched. 
Some text is very faded. The auctioneers will still not 
divulge the identity of the vendor.

There were complications regarding publication that 
took years to resolve. We owned the paper – the 
physical property – but copyright remained vested in 
the Swiss owners of the author’s estate. Having at last 
reached an agreement, I approached Forester’s old 
publishers, Michael Joseph, to find they are now part  
of Penguin Books. In November 2011, this masterpiece 
of London life between the wars, The Pursued – so very 
nearly the one that got away – was published, three-
quarters of a century after it was written. A thrilling 
find and a rare first view of one of the great English 
twentieth-century novelists at the peak of his powers.

This is a psychological thriller and murder story but 
not a whodunit – we know the identity of the murderer 
almost from the start; it is the primeval pursuit of 
justice that enthralls the reader. We do not follow an 
aristocratic detective or visit an American crime scene; 
Forester’s technique is to make the first murder and its 
consequences stand out in horrid relief against the 
paucity of middle-class 1930s English life. The 
characters are brilliantly portrayed; Marjorie “resettles 
her hair, which had been disarranged by putting on 
her frock [which] made her look fresh and cool... at the 
back of her mind, a mental picture of herself; cool and 
leisurely and soignée, walking gracefully out to the 
motor car to be borne away to the seaside”. Mother 
walks “in her black coat and hat, neat and brisk and 
trim as she always was, with the quickness of movement 
natural to a tiny person like her”. 

Forester is master of the English landscape too:  
“It was mid-August now, and that early hour of the 
morning bore with it the faint hint of approaching 
autumn, only just noticeable and yet sweepingly 
comprehensive, calling up to the memory all autumn 
in a single breath – morning fog, and changing 
colours, and the bonfires of Saturday afternoon 
gardeners; laying the first fires ready for the first chilly 
evening; roly-poly pudding instead of tapioca for 
dinner; and she must look out her winter coat to see 
that it really would last another winter”. Later in his 
career Forester writes about “the man alone” – an 
underlying theme in the Hornblower novels. In The 
Pursued, rather than a naval captain in mid-ocean with 
750 men in his charge and no news from home for 
months on end, we see the mother in isolation, with 
her family trapped in a maelstrom of emotion. 

The CS Forester Society will celebrate publication of 
The Pursued at its meeting in 2012, to be held in Oriel 
College, Oxford, on Saturday 29 September. A special 
delegation is coming from Sweden, the Society’s 
Chairman is German, the secretary Dutch, the 
Membership Secretary comes from France – only the 
Treasurer is English. Hornblower might have been 
amazed, but on reflection he would have applauded. 

Lawrence Brewer (Oriel, 1965) recently retired as manager of a 
collection of objets d’art by Theo and Sarah Fabergé, having been 
Chairman of the British Jewellers’ Association. Visit the CS Forester 
Society at http://csforester.wordpress.com

Down these mean quads  
a man must go...
There is blood on the 

streets of Oxford. The 

city is in the middle of 

a crime wave – though 

fortunately only a 

literary one. Oxford has 

rightly been described 

as “the fictional murder 

capital of the world”.

   It would be easy to 

put the blame at Colin 

Dexter’s door, a man who 

has given Oxfordshire 

a regular supply of 

corpses on page and 

screen. And, as a North 

Oxford resident, his door 

is conveniently close.  

University settings 

for detective fiction 

date back, however, 

at least to the days of 

Conan Doyle, whose 

Sherlock Holmes traces 

a missing member of the 

Cambridge rugby team. 

He also investigates a 

case of cheating at an 

unnamed university.  

(But not Oxford, surely?) 

Slightly later gems with 

a more unequivocal 

Oxford setting include 

Dorothy L Sayers’ Gaudy 
Night. Recent Oxford-

based novels have 

gravitated away from 

eccentric academics and 

towards greater realism, 

though there has been a 

move back into Oxford’s 

murderous past with the 

historical crime novels of 

Iain Pears, for example.

   The Oxford settings 

are not surprising when 

you consider the number 

of Oxford graduates 

who have turned (as 

it were) to crime. 

Many of those already 

mentioned studied at 

the University – though 

Dexter of course is 

a Cambridge man. 

Well-known Oxonian 

crime writers include 

John le Carré (Lincoln), 

Martin Edwards (Balliol) 

and Gyles Brandreth 

(New College). Oxford 

also boasts one of 

the best crime writing 

conferences in the world, 

held every summer at  

St Hilda’s. 

   So why have so many 

crime writers sprung 

from Oxford? The simple 

answer is that Oxford 

produces a huge number 

of authors of all sorts. 

But is there something 

in the gothic air of 

Oxford that inspires 

strange imaginings of 

death? In The Moving 
Toyshop Richard 

Cadogan first catches 

sight of Oxford: “In that 

ineffectual moonlight 

an underwater city, 

its towers and spires 

standing ghostly like 

the memorials of lost 

Atlantis.” Or perhaps 

there is something about 

living in a small friendly 

college community that 

makes us contemplate 

murder on a regular 

basis? Or dare I suggest 

that it is because crime 

novels are one of the 

most intelligent forms 

of writing? As PD James 

(like Dexter an Oxford 

resident) said: “In the 

detective story we have 

a problem at the heart of 

the novel and one which 

is solved, not by luck or 

divine intervention, but 

by human ingenuity,  

human intelligence  

and human courage.”

   Whatever the reason, 

murder is certainly alive 

and well in Oxford.  

LC Tyler (Jesus 1971) is the 
author of a series of comic 
crime novels. The latest, 
Herring on the Nile, will 
be published by Pan in 
paperback in July.
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(left) lawrence brewer 
reading the Pursued 
(below, from the top) head 
and shoulders portrait 
of Forester; cover of the 
Pursued; page from typescript 
of the Pursued
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Jonathan Black talks to Richard Lofthouse about 
the truth behind the Oxford graduates’ job hunt

Did anyone hear the philosopher and 
Oxonian John Gray (Exeter, 1968) on 
Radio 4 late last year? He made a brilliant 
case for Marx being right about the wrong 

thing. Everything that is solid does melt into thin air, 
but it was capitalism rather than communism that 
destroyed the bourgeoisie.  

Say for the sake of argument that all Oxonians are 
bourgeois, if not the bourgeoisie as such: does Gray’s 
contention hold true? Are we all falling apart at the 
seams, being laid off left, right and centre, and 

experiencing some sort of Anglo-Saxon Twilight of the 
Idols? Of course not. In fact, it’s never been a better 
time to be an Oxonian, especially if you have recently 
graduated. There are a million unemployed young, 
British adults, but the startling fact is that job vacancies 
have soared for young Oxonians.  

Describing a “flight to talent” by employers, careers 
service director Jonathan Black suggests that they are 
recruiting less widely to save money, focusing their 
limited budgets on a handful of universities, including 
Oxbridge. Full-time permanent positions advertised in 
the first four months of the year jumped from 500 in 
2009 to 1600 in 2011. The statistic does not include  
part-time work or unpaid internships. Of all the 2010 
leavers, 95 per cent said that they were doing what they 
wanted just six months later. Of the remaining five per 
cent, or 200 students, one-third need guidance, a 
quarter have identified the skills they need and a third 
just need to identify vacancies and start applying. 

A TOp cAREER

‘It’s never been a better time to be an 
Oxonian, especially for recent graduates’
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Jonathan Black joined 
the University of Oxford 
Careers Service as Director 
in March 2008. Prior to this 
he held a number of senior 
commercial roles including 
Senior Associate at Booz Allen 
Hamilton, the international 
management consulting fi rm. 
He has worked in California, 
London and Oxford. He is 
Chairman of Minervation – 
an Oxford University spin-out 
company – and Director of 
Modern Art Oxford. He holds 
an Engineering Degree from 
Cambridge University.

In recent living memory, says Black, job vacancies 
used to arrive by fax, to be pinned on a noticeboard 
and retyped into the home-grown database system. On 
arrival four years ago, he rapidly embraced a software 
package from a Houston, Texas supplier, and suddenly 
it is possible to match students to careers at a level of 
detail that used to resemble fi nding pins in haystacks. 
It works for employers too. “They can look for 3rd year 
engineers who speak French and want to work in North 
Africa. They can pinpoint all three of them.”

I chuckle. 56 Banbury Road’s neo-Gothic façade, 
while it remains quite sullen under the trees, is no 
grimy Job centre plus, and its director sounds as if he 
has the best job of the recession. Surely there is 
nothing left to do except drink coffee and read the 
paper? Sun glinting on our mugs, the ghost of Joseph 
Schumpeter enters the room, the political economist 
who in 1943 argued that capitalism would be destroyed 
by its great success rather than its failure.

Updating the broad thesis, Gray notes the idiocy of 
cash savings compared to owing large sandcastles of 
debt that are being lapped up by waves of quantitative 
easing (reversing Victorian middle-class prudence). He 
adds that on the career front there is no clear escalator 

leading from intern to boardroom. A career has 
become a game of snakes and ladders.

Except for a tiny number of professions such as law, 
medicine and accounting, the workplace requires 
risk-taking, entrepreneurial mindset and a willingness 
to change direction, sometimes irrevocably. The 
remaining professions, meanwhile, are anything but 
tranquil. They are being subjected to far-reaching 
change, like a row of beautiful houses being constantly 
gutted behind their otherwise immaculate façades. 

Oxford’s career service has taken a big dose of the 
same medicine. “It used to be the case that leavers were 
allowed four years to ‘get a job’ but that’s all changed,” 
says Black. His fi rst act as director was to throw open 
the careers service to all alumni for life – just in time, 
given the brewing storms of 2008 and the lay-offs or 
threats of lay-offs that have followed; and the concern 
that one’s career is just going sideways. This is actually 
the heartland of Gray’s bourgeoisie-denting dystopia, 
suggests Black. It expresses itself as a “wall of paranoia”, 
whether because we think our peers are doing better 
than we are, or because we wistfully consider the 
missed banking bonuses that could have come our way 
had we taken the milkround more seriously.

On the latter, Black notes that the biggest single myth 
he still encounters is the assumption that Oxonians all 
become High court Judges and bankers. They don’t. 
A third of us go into further study, a proportion far 
higher than the 18 per cent average for the Russell 
Group. Of the half who go straight to work from their 
undergraduate course, the largest group (about 20 per 
cent) go into education. Many of us are battling it out 
in school classrooms, while others work in creative roles 
in media, where contracts barely exist and freelance is 
a way of life. Others are running or starting up their 
own businesses. Just eight per cent go into banking, 
and beyond that lies a whole universe of specialisation 
that is rarely refl ected in the mainstream media.

Meanwhile, Black doesn’t think that much has 
changed when it comes to loyalty in the workplace. 
“corporations were never particularly loyal to their 
employees, they just made a better attempt at 
concealing the disloyalty,” says Black. The difference 
since Thatcher is that the curtains have been pulled 
aside. The number of employers we have has gone up 
sharply, along with a far greater sense of uncertainty.

In a recent survey of old members, the Oxford brand 
was cited as by far the single most important aspect of 
an alum’s degree for their career – more than twice as 
important as the network built while at college, and 
even more important than the subject studied. 82 per 
cent of the 15,000 respondents said that they would 
value some or all of the resources offered by the careers 
centre, ranging from a simple cV review to mentoring 
and psychometric testing. 

So there we have it. 56 Banbury Road welcomes us all, 
it is to be hoped that Gray is wrong but not entirely so, 
and Jonathan Black has made the careers service into 
an entrepreneurial service.  
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For further details about Oxford’s 
careers service, go to
www.careers.ox.ac.uk
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Jonathan Black joined 

a way of life. Others are running or starting up their 
own businesses. Just eight per cent go into banking, 
and beyond that lies a whole universe of specialisation 
that is rarely refl ected in the mainstream media.

Meanwhile, Black doesn’t think that much has 
changed when it comes to loyalty in the workplace. 

JO
B

Y
 S

E
S

S
IO

N
S

Jonathan Black outside 
New College where he is a 

Professorial Fellow
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PrAjwAl 
PArAjuly
John Garth describes the literary success of one  
of Oxford’s current Creative Writing MSt students
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A student on Oxford’s 
Creative writing MSt 
course has signed  
a record-breaking 

two-book deal with uK publisher 
Quercus. The five-figure deal 
makes Prajwal Parajuly, 27, 
Quercus’ youngest author and 
the youngest Indian ever to sign 
an international book contract.

A short-story collection, The 
Gurkha’s Daughter, is set to be 
published in December 2012 and 
a novel, The Land Where I Flee, is 
due out in 2013. 

Parajuly grew up in Sikkim in 
north-eastern India, the son of  

an Indian father and a Nepalese 
mother. As a teenager, he wrote 
for the state’s first independent 
newspaper. He studied at 
Truman College in Kirksville, 
Missouri, where he was involved 
in student publishing, and later 
became an advertising executive 
for New york’s Village Voice before 
giving up work to travel and then 
becoming a full-time writer. 
“writing the book stemmed from 
a dead-end job, looking at myself 
in the mirror with self-loathing,” 
he said.

His writing deals with the 
experience of Nepalis in Nepal, 

India, Britain and the united 
States. “It captures slices of lives  
– the rich, the poor, people who 
have fled from their country and 
are trying to acclimatise 
themselves to their new lives,”  
he said. A particular concern is 
the plight of Bhutan’s 106,000 
refugee exiles.

He writes in English – the 
primary language of his public 
school in Gangtok, Sikkim – 
because it will enable him to 
reach a wider audience for whom 
Nepalese culture has hitherto 
been a closed book. “I wanted to 
give the world a taste of my 

culture, my world, my people. we 
have fascinating cultures, great 
stories, wonderful history, but 
much of our literature has been 
closeted because it has been 
written in Nepali.” 

The Quercus deal came after 
he met agent Susan yearwood at 
the london Book Fair. It has 
hurled him into the limelight, 
with major write-ups in India’s 
top-selling newspapers and 
elsewhere. “In the beginning I 
was a little weirded out by it all, 
but I try not to think about it,”  
he said. 

The Masters course has forced 
him to tackle poetry, which he 
credits with bringing succinctness 
and beauty to his prose. For his 
second-year project he is adapting 
one of his short stories, The 
Immigrants, into a screenplay.

Quercus editor-in-chief jon 
riley said, “The colour and 
intensity of Prajwal Parajuly’s 
language, and the world he 
peoples his work with, make him 
an astonishingly accomplished 
young writer and one we are 
excited to be publishing.”  
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The Flying Man
by Roopa Farooki, 

Headline Review, 

9780755383382, £16.99

A beautifully crafted 
tale about a clever but 
criminally minded man 
who chances and 
gambles his way around 
the globe. 80 years on in 
Biarritz, his past comes 
back to haunt him. 

Mafi a State
by Luke Harding,

Guardian books, 

9780852652473, £20

The haunting story of 
Guardian correspondent 
luke Harding's battle 
with the resurgent 
Kremlin in Moscow 
in 2007. A revealing 
account of russia's 
secret spy activities. 

Neil webster’s 
Cribs for Victory
edited by joss Pearson,

Polperro Heritage Press, 

9780955954184, £8.95

This is posthumous 
dynamite, security 
clearance for webster's 
fi rst-hand account of 
Bletchley Park only 
being recently granted.  
A fi ne ww2 narrative. 

women in the 
Professions: 
Politics and 
Philanthropy 
1840-1940
edited by K bradley 

and H Sweet, 

Trafford Publishing, 

9781426911873, £14.39

The authors rescue 
remarkable women 
from the condescension 
of posterity. 

The Sea of lost 
Opportunity
by norman j Smith,

elsevier, 

9780444536457, £99

Detailed historical  
analysis of why the uK 
North Sea oil industry 
failed to establish a 
globally competitive 
offshore service and 
supply industry over 
thirty years.

The Model wife
by Suzanne Fagence 

Cooper, 

Duckworth Overlook, 

9780715638644, £25

A major contribution to  
Pre-raphaelite studies, 
and a long overdue 
female perspective 
through Effi e Gray, who 
wed ruskin and Millais 
and prompted a great 
Victorian scandal.

john Thomas 
Serres 1759-1825  
by Alan Russett, 

Sea Torch Publishing, 

9780956785503, £30

Comprehensive account 
of one of the great, but 
woefully neglected, 
marine artists of his 
generation, illustrated 
with many sublimely 
atmospheric works seen 
here for the fi rst time.

real Men Drink 
Port... and ladies 
Do Too!
by ben Howkins,

Quiller Publishing Ltd, 

9781846891120, £16.95

A silly title hilariously 
illustrated. As for the 
content – it is sans 
pareil, a mass of comic 
and educative anecdotes 
by the world's greatest 
authority on port. 

Take to the Sky
by new Men, produced and 

engineered by benjamin Sheen, 

nMR1103, £11.99

Exultent superi – 
Motets choisis
by François Couperin

novum, nCR1384, £13.99

Clearly the singers of New 
College’s choir are not afraid 
of a challenge, a fact that is 
shown with these two CDs. 
The fi rst, Exultent superi – 
Motets choisis, sees the choir’s 
soloists take on some of 
French composer François 
Couperin’s most exquisite 
motets, with the previously 
absent string sections 
composed and added in by 
director Edward 
Higginbottom. The second 
disc, Take to the Sky, is sung 
by a group of eight 
undergraduate members of 
the college's choir, calling 
themselves New Men. 
Described as a “modern 
medley of close-harmony 
arrangements”, the choir’s 
vocal talents evidently extend 
beyond the classical, with 
a track listing that includes 
covers of popular songs by, 
among others, The Beatles 
and Billy joel, all arranged 
and produced by New Men. 
Scintillating or schrecklich? 
This ambitious departure 
from their regular repertoire 
is certainly a chance for the 
choristers to showcase their 
impressive vocal strength, 
as well as a fresh context in 
which all ranges can express 
themselves through unique 
composition and style.  
www.newcollegechoir.com

For this issue’s Distractions 
(Crossword, etc) visit
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk
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Imagine that you were to be 
diagnosed with cancer. The 
many arising emotions, other 
than shock, might range from 
the intensely practical to the 
intensely spiritual, but often 
the diagnosis is presented in 
a cramped corridor setting under 
fl uorescent lights, the only solace 
likely to be a curling copy of 
Hello! magazine. 

This was in fact the experience 
of Maggie Keswick Jencks (Lady 
Margaret Hall, 1959), graduate 
in English literature, landscape 
architect, who greatly outlived 
her diagnosis but eventually died 
from cancer in 1995. 

She left behind a blueprint for 
a cancer caring centre that would 
honour visitors, not ‘patients’, as 
human beings while countering 
the bleakly clinical interiors that 
so often defi ne the NHS.

Her legacy has been immense 
and is still growing. Nine centres 
have opened so far in the UK, 

Oxford’s greatest treehouse?
Richard Lofthouse previews a novel cancer centre coming to Oxford
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The centre will stand on 
prominent stilts amidst the trees

To fi nd out more about the centres 
and their programmes, visit 
www.maggiescentres.org
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fi ve in Maggie’s native Scotland, 
and there are plans for centres in 
Hong Kong and Barcelona.

The success of the centres rests 
on their unlikely combination of 
daring, strident architectural 
forms with intimate, human 
spaces, often in diffi cult settings.

Architect Chris Wilkinson, of 
London-based Wilkinson and 
Eyres, has designed Oxford’s 
Maggie’s Centre for the leafy 
grounds of the Churchill Hospital 
in Headington. In response to the 
heavily wooded site, his concept 
is based around a treehouse, 
supported on stilts with a faceted, 
angular geometry which 
maximises the relationship 
between the inside spaces and 
its natural wildlife setting.

The centre is expected to open 
next year, but already operates in 
an interim facility headed by Dr 
Claire Marriott, centre head and 
chartered clinical psychologist.

The centres – which have been 
designed by an incredible roster 
of globally famous architects 
including Frank Gehry in 
Dundee, Zaha Hadid in Fife, Lord 
Richard Rogers in London and 

Rem Koolhaas in 
Glasgow – have 
sparked something of 
a debate about the 
history of western 
medicine, from Epidaurus, the 
Greek city of cures, to medieval 
almshouses to modern, process-
driven hospitals with linoleum 
smelling fl oors and infi nitely 
white, somewhat soulless, walls. 

Contiguous to hospitals with 
oncology departments, the idea 
is not to promote alternative 
treatments but to provide a 
friendly space for cancer sufferers 
and their friends and relatives. 

Maggie’s centres are not 
hospices, clinics or retreats, but 
friendly drop-in centres offering 
free advice and emotional support 
for anyone coping with the impact 
of a cancer diagnosis, including 
relatives and friends.  

While each creates its own 
‘world’, the centres are united 
by their human scale, calm 
command of space and natural 
light, and organisation around 
a central kitchen table that 
encourages cups of tea, 
conversation and friendship. 
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Poetry

Poetry

 

 

Shell Casing
Lying back broadly, arms flung out,
curling like feathers; the blood has dried
now, and it is quiet in the wet, ridged bed
where only minutes back voice, flesh,
air split so loudly open. Now
work is over, others must take it up,
connect the tubes, wash things away, arrange
for labelling the anonymous flesh.
Curling luxuriously upwards, a hollow dove,
the body waits to cuddle to itself
the scrap of a small cry, of a large
emptiness, inside the frozen wings,
below the broad smile on a face
absolved, unfocused, long past hearing.
Rowan Williams

Dr Rowan Williams was elected Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 2002. He gained a DPhil 
in 1975 (Wadham) and served as Lady 
Margaret Professor of Divinity at Christ 
Church from 1986 to 1991. His volumes  
of poetry include The Poems of Rowan 
Williams (2002), and Headwaters 
(2008), both published by Perpetua Press.

Flock
This surprise in the clouds
flocking silver, white
uplit by the million lamps
of Kuala Lumpur

that bucks and eddies
wet equatorial sky
in bellies of light, then 
veers towards Singapore

leaves us behind
on the low-railed roof
to retrieve cocktails
and conversation

unshuttered eyes
looking up 
for its return. Billowed left
or right, out of sight

it tugs our minds
as we step into the lift
descend without a word
to the airless streets

disappointed by gravity 
losing direction 
and tripping on our feet,
heads in the clouds.
Michael Curtis

Michael Curtis (Corpus Christi, 1967) 
grew up in Liverpool and now lives in 
Kent. His latest collection Walking Water 
was published in Picardy by Editions des 
Vanneux in 2009 and Latvian 
translations of selected poetry and prose 
Melnais suns were published in Riga in 
2010. He is currently collaborating on four 
Poems by Post with artists in Charente 
and completing his next collection, The 
Fire in Me Now.
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Water-Break-Its-Neck is near the village of New Radnor in mid-Wales. 
Wordsworth must certainly have known this beauty spot as he stayed at 
nearby Hindwell. The image is from John Rux-Burton’s book From 
the Marches to the Sea, which is a photographic journey through 
mid-Wales to Aberystwyth and the sea. Find more on his work at  
www.semaphorephotography.co.uk

Water-Break-Its-Neck, photograph by John Rux-Burton (Lincoln, 1992)
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Uncontained  
(Sue Johnson)

Maharaja Dhiraj Singh of 
Raghugarh riding, Raghugarh, 

Central India, c. 1700

  Ashmolean Museum 

Until 15 April
Guercino: A Passion for 
Drawing – The Collections  
of Sir Denis Mahon and  
the Ashmolean Museum
Exhibition of one of the great 
Italian Baroque artists. 

Until 22 April 
Visions of Mughal India:  
The Collection of  
Howard Hodgkin

19 March–20 May
Art At The Edge: Where Sport 
Becomes Art
Bronze sculptures representing 
Olympic and Paralympic sports. 

17 May–27 August 
The English Prize: The 
Capture of the Westmorland, 
an Episode of the Grand Tour
Exhibition about captured British 
merchant ship The Westmorland. 
 

  Botanic Garden 

I June–29 July
Garden Secrets at the  
Botanic Garden 
An exhibition by professional 
artists of works created in paper.

  Bodleian Library 

Until 13 May 
The Romance of the  
Middle Ages
Showcasing the Library’s books 
on medieval romance.

2 June–28 October
Dickens and his World
Exhibition celebrating the great 
novelist’s bicentenary. A showcase 
of the world he lived in using 
contemporary materials along 
with quotations from his writings. 

  Christ Church  
Picture Gallery 

Until 27 May
‘You are what you wear’
Dress and costume in Baroque 
and Renaissance drawings.

  Museum of the History  
of Science 

Until 15 April 
Time Machines
Nicholas of Oxford (Chaucer’s 
The Miller’s Tale) takes us through 
the history of timetelling. 

11 May–9 September 
The Renaissance in Astronomy
Books and instruments that show 
developments in astronomy in 
the 16th century.  

  Pitt Rivers Museum 
 
Until 10 June 
The Nature of Curious 
Objects: Sue Johnson’s  
Paper Museum
Works inspired by images of 
familiar types of ethnographic 
and archaeological objects in the 
illustrated catalogue of General 
Pitt-Rivers’s ‘second’ collection.  

  University Museum of 
Natural History 

Until 27 March
OneOak Exhibition
A 222-year-old-oak tree is the 
focus for an education project.

Events
Museums 
& galleries

Music
  Oxford Bach Choir 

16 June
Brahms: German Requiem, 
Rheinberger: Mass in E Flat,
19.30 
 

  Oxford Philomusica 

23 March 
Natalie Clein
20.00

5 April 
St John Passion
19.30

22 April  
FUNomusica Family Concert 
– Intergalactic Adventure
15.00, Oxford Town Hall 
 
10 May 
Hero’s Life
20.00 

2 June 
Beethoven
20.00 
 
14 June
Benjamin Grosvenor
19.30 
 
23 June
Festival Concert
20.00, Christ Church 
 
Oxford Philomusica  
Chamber Series
19 April  
Mozart and Nielsen, 

18.30
and
28 June
Debussy, Roussel, Ravel
18.30, Maison Française, 2-10 
Norham Road

All concerts Sheldonian Theatre, 
unless stated otherwise. 10% 
discount for alumni cardholders: 
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/philomusica

Alumni events
19 March
Mumbai – Business Forum  
and Reception
Discussions on regulation and 
governance, and a reception with 
the Vice-Chancellor.

22 March
Alumni Reception  
in New Delhi 
Meet the Vice-Chancellor and 
alumni at the British Council.

24 March
Alumni Reception in Kolkata 
The Vice-Chancellor meets 
alumni at Presidency University.

7 April
Boat Race 
View the starting line from 
Putney’s premier Thai restaurant.

14 April 
North American Reunion
The reunion will be held in New 
York City at the Waldorf Astoria.  
 
For a full listing of alumni events, 
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/events 
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Obituaries
  Sir Michael 
Dummett

27 June 1925–27 December 2011

Sir Michael Anthony Eardley Dummett 
FBA, Wykeham Professor of Logic in 
the University of Oxford from 
1979–1992, died on 27 December 2011, 
aged 86. Born in London, he was 
educated at Winchester College and, 
after service in the Royal Artillery and 
Intelligence Corps, read Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics at Christ 
Church, Oxford. He graduated in 
1950 and the same year was elected to 
a prize fellowship at All Souls. Apart 
from a year teaching Philosophy at 
Birmingham, his entire career was 
spent in Oxford, at All Souls until 
1979, then at New College as Wykeham 
Professor. His work ranged widely, 
from the philosophy of logic and 
language to tarot, on which he 
published several books. A Catholic, he 
was also well known as a campaigner 
against racism and as a spokesman and 
advocate for immigrants and refugees.  
He was twice elected a Fellow of the 
British Academy, in 1968 and 1995, 
having resigned in 1984 in protest at 
the Academy’s failure to respond more 
vigorously to the higher education  
cuts imposed by Mrs Thatcher’s 
government. He was knighted in 1999.  
He is survived by his wife Ann, former 
director of the Runnymede Trust, and 
five of their seven children.

 Sir Zelman Cowen
7 October 1919–8 December 2011

Sir Zelman Cowen AK, GCMG, GCVO, 
PC, Governor-General of Australia 
from 1977–1982 and Provost of Oriel 
College, Oxford, from 1982–1990, died 
on 8 December 2011, aged 92. Born in 
Melbourne, he entered the University 
of Melbourne at the age of sixteen and 
at nineteen, after graduating, became 
a tutor in political philosophy. During 
the Second World War he served in the 
Royal Australian Navy, then won a 
Rhodes Scholarship to New College, 
Oxford. He was awarded a BCL in 
1947 and was immediately appointed  
a tutor in constitutional law at Oriel 

College. In 1951 he returned to 
Melbourne as Professor of  
Public Law. He was Vice-Chancellor  
of the University of New England in 
Armidale, New South Wales  
(1967–70), then of Queensland 
University (1970–7), before becoming 
Governor-General. He was widely 
viewed as a success in this role,  
after a period of political controversy 
under his predecessor; a selection of 
his speeches as Governor-General was 
later published as A Touch of Healing 
(1986). As Provost of Oriel College he 
presided over the admission of women 
and was a successful fundraiser.  
He also served as the university’s 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor in 1988–90.  
He was knighted in 1976. In 1997  
he declared himself in favour of an 
Australian republic. He is survived by 
his wife Anna and their four children.

 Jane Moody
13 May 1967–28 October 2011

Jane Moody, theatre scholar, died on 
28 October 2011, aged 44. Educated at 
Wakefield Girls’ High School and St 
Edmund Hall, Oxford, where she read 
English, she stayed on to take her 
DPhil in 1993, for a thesis on the 
minor London theatres of the early 
nineteenth century. She was an  
adviser to women at Oriel College, 
then a research fellow at Girton 
College, Cambridge, before joining 
the Department of English and 
Related Literature at the University  
of York in 1997. She was appointed  
to a personal chair in 2004, and 
became the first director of the 
University’s Humanities Research 
Centre in 2010. Her own research 
continued to focus on eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century popular theatre, 
and she co-edited Theatre and Celebrity 
in Britain, 1600-2000 (2005) and The 
Cambridge Companion to British Theatre, 
1730-1830 (2007). She was also well- 
known as a broadcaster. In 2011 she 
co-directed York’s first, highly 
successful, Festival of Ideas. She is 
survived by her husband Gregory 
Kucich, of the University of Notre 
Dame, Illinois.

  Rüdiger von 
Pachelbel

29 April 1926–27 October 2011

Wolf-Rüdiger von Pachelbel-Gehag, 
German diplomat, and the first 
postwar German undergraduate to 
study at Oxford, died on 27 October 
2011, aged 85. He studied at Hamburg 
University and then St Edmund Hall 
(on a scholarship organised by Lionel 
Curtis), where he read PPE and was 
president of the Strasbourg Club. After 
graduating in 1952 he spent time at 
Harvard before joining the German 
diplomatic service. From 1958-1963, he 
was press spokesman in London and 
later chief spokesman of the German 
Foreign Office. He was ambassador  
to Lebanon, Ethiopia, Greece and 
Denmark. He retired in 1991 and 
spent his time in Munich and a hilltop 
fortress in Tuscany, which he restored.

Mansur Ali bats for Oxford 
against Surrey at the Oval,  
June 1961

 Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi
5 January 1941–22 September 2011

Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi, cricketer, died on 22 
September 2011, aged 70. The son of cricketer 
Iftikhar Ali Khan Pataudi, Nawab of Pataudi, he was 
educated in Hertfordshire, then (having succeeded 
his father in 1952 as Nawab of Pataudi, a name he was 
known by until India abolished royal entitlements in 
1971) Winchester College, and Balliol, where he read 
Arabic and French. He made his debut as a county 
player at the age of 16 and captained the Oxford 
team, scoring centuries in three consecutive first-class 
matches. Despite losing an eye, he captained India on 
tours between 1961 and 1975; a graceful batsman, in 
1964 he made 203 not out against England in Delhi. 
In 1968 he was Wisden Cricketer of the Year and in 
2010 the MCC commissioned the Pataudi Trophy for 
the England-India series. He is survived by his wife, 
the actress Sharmila Tagore, and their three children.
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A more comprehensive list of 
obituaries of Oxonians is at
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk
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AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA Perfect Getaway.
No house in sight. Swaziland
20km. 2 bedroom thatched
house on 8.3 ha plot, with guest
cottage, infinity pool and service
apartment. For details see
https://sites.google.com/site/
thebushhouseproject/

BOOKS FOR SALE
TWO POETRY BOOKS by
Dr. Gurdev Boparai are available:
1. Bawa Singh’s Garden (A poem
2644 lines long) is available
as an e-book at Kindle/Amazon.
2. Instinct-Science and Other
Poems are available through
www.chapters.ca.

ENGLAND
CORNWALL, 2-bed detached
cottage in pretty, historic
Lostwithiel, 5 miles north of
Fowey on Cornwall’s south
coast, 5 miles east of the Eden
project. Sleeps 4, cosy sitting
room with wood burner, new
kitchen, washing/drying
facilities, satellite TV, children’s
playroom, high chair and cot,
towels/bed linen provided. Rates
from £320 p.w. Visit us at
www.teazlecottage.co.uk or
contact lanceanelay@aol.com
or 07710 463715
OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC
Weekly Let. Historic Greenwich.
Beautiful quiet house sleeps 6/8,
3 beds and baths. £5,500 per
week. Tel: 07726 763154.
Email: hfi@smith.net

FRANCE
DORDOGNE. Charming
farmhouse and converted barn.
Lovely views, large grounds,
complete privacy, pool. Sleeps
12/5. Tel. 01865 862519 or
email: linda.flores@orinst.ox.ac.uk;
www.lavaure.co.uk
HOTELS. The best independent
guide to charming, unpretentious
hotels in Paris, Provence and the
most scenic regions.
www.memorablehotels.co.uk
NICE.Overlooking rooftops
of the old town. Quiet sunny 2
room balcony flat. Lift. Sleeps
2/3. £450pw. Tel 020 7720 7519
or 01736 762013
PROVENCE, TOURTOUR
Newly renovated farmhouse in 6
acres. Easy walk to pretty
village. Pool. Sleeps 2/6.
Spectacular view.
www.vistaprovence.com

GERMANY
GERMANY/SAXONY spacious
and beautiful apartment central,
Dresden. Sleeps 5-6, £250 per
week. 01243 530618 or
admin@selectofficeservices.co.uk

GREECE
PELION. No swimming pool,
just a sparkling sea. No busy
roads, just cobbled paths. No
nightlife, just nightingales.
Simple. Stunning. Sleeps 2-4.
www.palaiosfournos.com
SKOPELOS - ‘Mamma Mia
island’. Newly renovated,
well-equipped house in peaceful,
secluded village, Atheato. Few
minutes walk from Glossa’s
amenities. Two bedrooms; balcony
and terraces overlooking sea.
Further details:
Patrick.hibbin@ntlworld.com
07789593906.

ITALY
2 RENOVATED, self-catering
villas set in olive groves:
stunning views; swimming pool.
Near Florence, Pisa, Chianti,
beaches and mountains.
www.psmartino.it
FLORENCE comfortable, quiet
and central apartment, sleeps
four.Visit www.casaparenti.com
or ring 0039 055 7309126.
TUSCANY Traditional stone
farmhouse with pool. Sleeps 9
(4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
1 en-suite). Magnificent views
across rolling hills near Caprese
Michelangelo.
Contact: mcm_clark@hotmail.com
TUSCANY-UMBRIA-LAZIO
BORDER Large luxurious villa,
sleeps 12 with private pool and
breathtaking views.
See www.lecollinedeisogni.it
UMBRIA/TUSCANY Beautiful
farmhouse with tennis court and
pool, in magnificent hillside
location near Monterchi. Sleeps
12 (6 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms).
Call 01732 762013 or visit
www.belvederediprato.com

SERVICES

PERSONAL
BEAUTIFUL EDUCATED
IRREVERENT This stunning,
slim ‘leggy’ brunette is 52. Her
father had a tobacco farm in
Africa and she spent an idyllic
childhood there until boarding
school. She still finds its people,
landscape and wildlife a constant
draw. A successful CEO she
isn’t defined by her career. She
is funny and smart and although
beautiful a bit of a tomboy. She
collects art, books and anything
vintage. Wonderfully down to
earth with a razor sharp wit and a
very warm heart. She would like
to meet an interesting chap not
set in his ways but looking
for a loving committed relationship.
Please contact Carpe Diem
Introductions in the first instance
for a complimentary introduction.
0208 313 0918.
sarah@carpediemintros.com
www.carpediemintros.com

SPECIALITY HOLIDAYS
AN AFRICAN SAFARI. The
holiday experience of a lifetime:
game drives, walking safaris,
local culture, Victoria Falls. Call
0121 472 1541 or visit
www.AfricaAway.co.uk

SPECIALITY HOLIDAYS
WALKING HOLIDAYS.
Get beneath the skin of Europe’s
varied cultures with a self-guided
holiday. 18 routes in 11 countries.
01722 322652
- www.onfootholidays.co.uk

TURKEY
AEGEANTURKEY - near
Ephesus, boutique hotel; pool,
courtyards, library, free WiFi
(+90) 256 667 1125
www.museshouse.com

WALES
PEMBROKESHIRE FARMHOUSE,
sleeps seven, two ensuite
bedrooms, secluded grounds.
Coastal path twenty minutes
walk. Telephone 0161 442 8422

WANTED
NEWYORK -Alumni couple
seek Manhattan accommodation
for two for 1-2 months’ stay
in 2012/13. Ready to rent or
exchange with house in SW
England. Contact
sctimms@blueyonder.co.uk

Encountering Burges:

A richly illustrated guide
to the secret symbolism

of William Burges’
Victorian masterpiece.

112 pages • Over 120 colour images
ISBN 978-1-906507-47-3

‘Truly one of Oxford’s hidden gems.’

Save £2 from the retail price of £13.99
by buying online at www.tmiltd.com or direct
from the Lodge, Worcester College, Walton

Street ox1 2hb, Tel: (01865) 278300

Reflections on the Art of
Worcester College Chapel, Oxford

Dr Susan Gillingham

A richly illustrated guide
to the secret symbolism

of William Burges’

          
        

    

            
        

         

   

https://sites.google.com/site/thebushhouseproject
http://www.BluesMatch.com
http://www.ivorytowers.net
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To advertise
inOxford Today
please call Ryan Broekhuis
at Future Plus on:
01225 442244 ext 2546

SERVICES

BOOKFINDING SERVICE
All subjects. Also journal articles, bibliographic research,

CDs & DVDs. Books are willingly mailed overseas.
Visa, MasterCard and American Express welcome.

Barlow Moor Books
29 Churchwood Road, Manchester M20 6TZ
Tel: (0161) 434 5073 Fax: (0161) 448 2491

email: books@barlowmoorbooks.co.uk

Our House in TuscanyPerched on a vine and olive clad hillside near Lucca. Less than an hour from Pisaand Florence. Peace, walks, breathtaking views and food/wine. Enjoy being in areal Italian hamlet. To let when we’re not there. Sleeps 4/5. £590 a week. Or ask usabout local friends’ houses which may be available. Similar to ours, or larger orsmaller. Some with pool. Tel 020 7602 3143 or 0039 0583 835820 MikeWilson (Christ Church, Oxford) and Jessica Corsi (St John's,Cambridge) Email: to-mike@hotmail.co.ukWeb: www.tuscanycastello.com

Carpe Diem Introductions; a traditional established agency for the over 50s, currently
have more female clients than male. They are therefore looking for genuine,
successful professional chaps over 50 to meet their elegant, educated, beautiful
clients of the highest standard. For companionship and committed relationships.
Primarily in London and the home counties. Please telephone in the first instance.
0208 313 0918. sarah@carpediemintros.com www.carpediemintros.com

GENTLEMEN REQUIRED
Complimentary Memberships

A house for all seasons in the Pyrenées Foothills
Fully modernised 17th-century house and/or cottage in
charming village, Pau & Pyrenees walks/skiing 20 mins.
Pays Basque 40 mins. MAIN HOUSE - 6 beds, 4 baths;

COTTAGE - 2 beds, 2 baths. Pool, jacuzzi, garden, antiques,
Wifi, cable TV, maid service. Sleeps 4 - 20.

Michael Jago (Univ) mjago@speakeasy.net • www.jagosfrance.com
Phone: 0033 623.64.22.73 or 001 310.663.9905

MELROSE BOOKS

NEWAUTHORS
We are now seeking new manuscripts in
all subjects. For an appraisal please send

your manuscripts to:

Ref:OH

“Words are, of course, the most
powerful drug used by mankind”

Rudyard Kipling

St. Thomas’ Place
Ely, Cambridgeshire

CB7 4GG
Tel: 01353 774 608

info@melrosebooks.co.uk
www.melrosebooks.co.uk

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
COMMEMORATIVE

JEWELLERY

Prices start from £25. Engraving is available on selected items. Please
contact us or visit our website for up to date prices and to place an order

Tel: +44 (0)1572 822405 Email: info@commemorativejewellery.co.uk

www.commemorativejewellery.co.uk/oxfordtoday

Man’s ring Woman’s ring T-bar cufflinks Chain link cufflinks

Charm bracelet Stick pin PendantCharms

S imply Bhutan
Culture | Festivals | Trekking | Nature | Adventure

Taktsang, The Tiger’s Nest, Paro

Exclusive & tailor-made holidays in the magical Kingdom of Bhutan
www.simplybhutan.com | Karma Choden | bhutan@simplybhutan.com | + 44 (0) 796 898 3926

*Special offers for Oxford Alumni and early bookings for Spring and Summer 2012

https://twitter.com/#!/oxfordalumni
http://www.kirraholidays.com
mailto:mike@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.contemporarywatercolours.co.uk


My Oxford

not having finished my doctorate felt 
as if I was slacking off in some very 
profound way. With Dr Stefano-Maria 
Evangelista at Trinity, I’ve been 
working on exactly the kind of topic 
people laughed at 23 years ago: the 
origin of discourses about sexuality in 
the nineteenth century. When I’m not 
working, I pack everything I can into 
every day: the Union, punting, student 
productions – I just can’t get enough. 

Do you feel Oxford has changed?
It was always beautiful, impressive and 
august, but it is now much more lively 
intellectually, more inclusive and 
diverse. It’s by far the best educational 
experience I’ve ever had – leagues 
away from my great education at Yale. 
The drawing-in of gender perspectives 
and post-colonial perspectives, plus a 
more diverse student body, have 
boosted intellectual life here to a 
much more exciting level. I used to 
feel Oxford was a beautiful artefact at 
the margins of contemporary life; now 
I feel it’s this fantastic whirlpool of 
ideas at the centre. I want to 
encourage my daughter to apply to 
Oxford because the level of teaching is 
just so off the charts now compared to 
any university I’ve been to. Lectures 
used to be a mixed bag; but now I’m 
literally on the edge of my seat and 
just euphoric from how much I’ve 
learned in 50 minutes. And the people 
who are presenting this are not 
representatives of a sleepy privileged 
background; they’re the best of the 
best of the academic world drawn 
from the international community.
 
Has it all changed for Rhodes 
Scholars too?

When I was there in the Eighties, 
there were only eight women out  
of 32 Rhodes Scholars from the US, 
and we were like ghosts at the feast. 
Now it’s at least 50–50 and it feels  
so women-friendly. Under Donald 
Markwell’s leadership there’s a sense 
that whatever your ethnicity or 
background, you’re welcome, equal 
and valued.

What have you taken away from 
your time at Oxford?
What Oxford taught me, even in the 
Eighties, is that as long as you’re 
asking a good question in a rigorous 
way, nothing is off-limits. That’s always 
given me courage when I’m up against 
conventional wisdom or controversy.  
I like to write and lecture in the 
Oxford conversational style, which is 
discursive, anecdotal, funny and 
sophisticated; we really don’t have that 
tradition in the United States. Finally, 
now that I’m back in Oxford and it’s 
such a transformed place, it’s affecting 
me creatively, and I’ve gone back to 
writing fiction and poetry as well as 
non-fiction.

50

Naomi Wolf
 – New College 1985 and 2011
The American author and polemicist tells John 
Garth how she hated Oxford in the 1980s – but 
came back to find it transformed

Wolf in her 
university days

The last word

www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | email@oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumni

To view interviews with previous subjects 
of this column, visit www.oxfordtoday.
ox.ac.uk/oxonians/my_oxford

Why did you apply to Oxford?
Even as a young American girl I had  
a clear sense that Oxford was the 
origin and the centre of the English 
literary tradition. I graduated from 
Yale in 1984 and applied for a Rhodes 
Scholarship.

What did you study?
19th-century English literature, 
focusing on women novelists. I didn’t 
finish my doctoral thesis, though a lot 
of the thinking went into my first 
book, The Beauty Myth. 

What were your impressions of 
Oxford at that time?
There was a very intact class-system 
and a fairly intact exclusion of women. 
It was a really entrenched system that 
had no room for you no matter how 
smart or promising you might be.  
I didn’t feel energised intellectually.

What kind of student were you in 
your twenties?
Cranky. I spent most of my time in the 
common room at Oriel – where my 
boyfriend and a lot of my male friends 
were – chain-smoking and 
complaining about the weather.

Were you involved in student 
politics?
No. I went to the Union in 1985 and 
they would have some debating 
centrefold or a motion along the lines 
of ‘Feminism is a waste of time.’ If 
you’re a bright young woman, you 
think: ‘Why waste my time with this? 
It’s just humiliating.’

So why did you come back in 2011?
I come from an academic family, so 
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For nearly 200 years alumni living in or near London have enjoyed the unique privilege
of a spacious and elegant private club in the heart of the capital.

With easy access from home the Oxford and Cambridge Club in Pall Mall is the perfect place
to meet for a drink, entertain friends and colleagues in magnificent surroundings, work out,

take a break, host a party or just find a quiet corner to prepare for a meeting.

A thriving social scene, sports facilities, a lively calendar of events including talks, tastings,
tournaments and balls, a well-stocked library, extensive wine cellars and more than 40 bedrooms
means our members use their club for recreation, relaxation and business - and now you can too.

Welcome to your club

The Club welcomes all alumni, from home and abroad, with membership for those living
or working within 100 miles of Pall Mall starting from just £236.00.

For more details please visit www.oxfordandcambridgeclub.co.uk or call 020 7321 5103.
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