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Oxford Executive MBA

A 21-month part-time modular programme designed
to help professionals realise their potential whilst
delivering international general management
competence to their organisations.

Apply now for January 2013 entry

Rekindle your relationship with Oxford
and participate in a programme from the
UK’s No.1 executive education provider*.

transform your thinking

Oxford Advanced Management and Leadership Programme

For senior managers who must design high-impact
strategies and deliver visionary leadership.

9-29 Jun or 6-26 Oct 2013

Oxford High Performance Leadership Programme

For new leaders and experienced senior managers.
A practical approach to tackling your personal and
organisational leadership challenges.
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and resume your role with greater clarity of
thought and vision.
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A new landscape unfolds
A nip in the air, leaves strewn around and another freshers’ week 

– it must be Michaelmas Term. But not as we knew it, as our feature 
‘Class of 2012’ lays bare. Trebled tuition fees have divided student 
opinion as much as they have divided politicians and parents, so we 
set out to ask a wide sample of incoming students what they think. 
It’s our intention to talk to them again down the line – a moving 
portrait of a particular cohort, if you like, but also a grassroots 
glimpse of a new educational landscape.

On a related subject, one of the great moments of the year was 
Michael Moritz and Harriet Heyman’s historic donation to the 
University, notable not just for its generosity but for its structure. 
The agreement (p28-29) will greatly benefit disadvantaged students.

Aung San Suu Kyi returned to Oxford in June and gave us an 
interview. The results make for a fascinating portrait. To my mind, 
though, it is specifically the lack of any rancour over past grievances 
that impresses the most, whether Daw Suu’s incarceration at the 
hands of the Burmese authorities, or the emphatically British, 
colonial occupation against which her father Aung San fought so 
tenaciously and effectively.

Changes mooted in the Trinity issue are now upon us. This print 
issue has expanded in length, but will be produced as a two issue 
volume: Michaelmas in mid-October and Trinity in mid-April. 
We welcome Dr Jamie Condliffe as web editor, leading to a more 
dynamic website. It will have a life of its own while also supporting 
the print issue. Take the crossword: its triumphal return on page 60 
will be matched by monthly online puzzles with prizes.  

www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | email@oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumni

Michaelmas
Term 2012

Oxford Today is now on the iPad. Visit Apple Newsstand 
to download www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk  

EDITOR: Richard Lofthouse
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We noted in the Trinity issue that 
Oxford Today was evolving to reflect the 
manifest changes in how, as a society, 
we are consuming media. The new 
order is starting with this issue of 
Oxford Today, which coincides with the 
launch of an enhanced website at: 
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk

The print issue has been extended 
in length from 52 to 68 pages, and 
now appears twice a year: Michaelmas 
in October and Trinity in April. The 
extra pages allow for more feature 
content, book reviews, the return of 
the crossword (a matter of grave 
concern to a sizeable number of Oxford 
Today readers – you know who you 
are!) as well as a greater range of 
opinion pieces from alumni and from 
within the University. 

The magazine now has a living and 
breathing website counterpart, and 
a dedicated, part-time web editor 
whom we welcome aboard, Dr Jamie 
Condliffe. 

When Oxford Today began in 1988, 
there was no Oxford Today website. 
When the worldwide web came along, 
Oxford Today adopted a site as a 
showcasing device, and then later as a 
means to retrieve the whole magazine, 

plus back issues, anywhere at any time. 
The past few years have seen 

another shift entirely, towards the 
web as a medium in its own right, 
uniquely suited as it is to digital media 
such as audio and visual content. 
The Oxford Today website will ride this 
wave, with fresh content uploaded on 
a regular basis. 

There will be a monthly online 
crossword competition to 
supplement the twice-yearly print 
one, and it will command the same 
prize, a very fine bottle of wine! 
There will be a book of the week, 
featured news and events, 
comprehensive obituaries and 
letters, focused blogs, full details of 
ongoing competitions and, above 
all, video content that simply can't 
be hosted in a magazine.

The net result is more 
Oxford Today than 
before, across 
a variety of 
platforms.

A new website and a new 
extension of Oxford Today
A longer print issue is accompanied by a bigger 
web presence

...more Oxford Today 
than before, across a 
variety of platforms

Please visit our
new website at
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk

plus back issues, anywhere at any time. 
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Oxonian
University & alumni news

Oxford alumnus Michael Moritz,  
a venture capitalist who was an early 
investor in internet search engine 
Google, has with his wife, author 
Harriet Heyman, pledged £75 million 
to Oxford to fund scholarships 
targeting low-income students. 

Chancellor Lord Patten described  
the donation as the biggest gift  
to support undergraduates in 
European history.

 Moritz, who was born in Wales,  
is chairman of Sequoia Capital,  
a Menlo Park, California-based Silicon 
Valley venture capital firm that has 
also invested in Yahoo! Inc and 
LinkedIn Corp.  

Moritz and his wife also donated 
£25 million in 2008 to Christ Church, 
where Moritz read history from 1973. 
The initial idea for the donation arose 
from a talk given by Vice-Chancellor 
Andrew Hamilton in San Francisco, 
which took place in spring 2011. 

It is anticipated that when the 
scheme comes to fruition with  
£150 million funding Moritz-Heyman 
scholars, matched by a further  
£150 million raised by the collegiate 
University for similar scholarships, 
1,000 students will be funded – 
equating to 10 per cent of the total UK 
undergraduate population at Oxford.
See page 28 for the full story.

Moritz’s historic donation
A former history student pledges £75 million

News in brief

Collating global health
A new website (www.ox.ac.uk/globalhealth) 
explains how much overseas health-related 
work Oxford does and gives a number of short 
articles offering examples, such as the one 
pictured above on the Thai-Burmese border.  
It is specifically about Oxford’s work overseas, 
rather than all the research Oxford carries out 
which is relevant to global health. The website 
is aimed at an external, general, non-expert 
audience who want to dip in and out, so the 
articles are relatively brief and are intended  
to be read by a layperson. The website is 
organised by theme rather than along any 
internal divisional or departmental structures. 
Links will allow those who have more expertise 
to find out more. The site is the culmination of 
a piece of research that was commissioned to 
achieve an overview of Oxford’s work abroad 
that simply didn’t exist before. The report  
is clear that all of the projects reported on  
are done through partnerships, collaborations 
and networks – not simply “by Oxford”. 
Nonetheless, the results are quite startling 
insofar as they show a truly global reach in  
a very large number of projects. The 
introductory video clip that headlines the 
home page is recommended viewing.   

Boost for medical pipeline 
As part of its Life Sciences Strategy, the 
government has given Oxford £750,000 to 

accelerate research 
development. Oxford 
will use the new 
funding to establish  
a ‘pipeline’ through 
which novel 
discoveries made in 
science laboratories 
across the city can be 
brought to clinical 
development and 
testing.
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11 July 2012: Michael Moritz  
with Chancellor Lord Patten 

A baby being weighed at the Wang Pa Clinic. 
The clinic, on the Thai-Burmese border, is run 
by the Shoklo Malaria Research Unit, directed 
by François Nosten who is an Oxford professor.

D
IC

K
 M

A
K

IN

R
O

B
 J

U
D

G
E

S



Oxford researchers help 
to uncover a link between 
DNA and type 2 diabetes
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mathematical music

16 Diabetes DNA 
breakthrough

21 Take part in 
an alumni survey

22 Oxonians 
at large 
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Ghost Forest  
Spirited Away
The ten primary 
rainforest tree stumps 
that comprise art 
installation Ghost  
Forest have been 
relocated from the 
University’s Museum  
of Natural History to  
a permanent location  
at the National Botanic 
Garden of Wales, 
Carmarthenshire. The 
catalyst for the move  
was the Hilary 2011 
issue of Oxford Today, 
which was read by 
Garden Director Dr 
Rosie Plummer (St 
Anne’s, 1974), who then 
contacted Ghost Forest’s 
creator, Angela Palmer 
(Exeter, 2002).

Shakespeare Appeal
Vanessa Redgrave 
(pictured) helped to 
launch an appeal to 
make the first collected 
edition of Shakespeare’s 
plays available online. 
The collection, known 
as the First Folio, dates 
back to 1623. The 
campaign aims to  
raise £20,000.
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Manet saved! 
A popular campaign has saved  
a famous portrait for the public

Edouard Manet’s Portrait 
of Mademoiselle Claus will 
stay in the UK after 
donations from more 
than 1,000 individuals, 
the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and the Art Fund. 

Oxford’s Ashmolean 
Museum was able to  
buy the impressionist 
portrait for £7.8 million 
following an eight-
month fundraising 
campaign to stop it 
being sold to a foreign 
buyer. The price 
represented a fraction  
of the previously agreed 
sale price to a foreign 
buyer of £28.4 million. 
The much-reduced 
price tag resulted from  
a mechanism whereby 
Ed Vaizey, the culture 

minister, placed  
a temporary export  
ban on the painting 
after it was judged  
to be of outstanding 
cultural importance.  
It was then offered to 
the Ashmolean Museum 
under the terms of  
a private treaty sale.

Dr Christopher  
Brown CBE, Ashmolean 
Director, said that the 
public’s response to the 
fundraising campaign 
had been “overwhelming”.

In total, 1,048 people 
donated sums of 
between £1.50 and 
£10,000, while the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
contributed £5.9 million 
and the Art Fund 
£850,000.

Herzog &  
de Meuron  
have released 
the first image of 
their conception 
of Oxford’s 
Blavatnik School 
of Government.  
The Swiss 
architects  
behind the 
Tate Modern 
conversion 
of Bankside 
Power Station 
are expected to 
complete the 
project by 2015.
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Tuesday 10 July saw Sir Roger 
Bannister CBE holding the 
Olympic torch aloft at the same 
running track in Iffley Road 
that 58 years before had seen 
him smash the greatest barrier 
in sport, the four-minute mile. 

This time around the skies 
were grey and the flag of St 
George fluttered on the tower 
of Greyfriars Church. Just 
before 7am, Bannister was 
joined by a host of Olympic 
champions including Lord Coe 
KBE, Jonny Searle MBE (Christ 

Church, 1987) and Stephanie 
Cook MBE (Lincoln, 1994).  
Bannister ran his record-
breaking mile in an anti-
clockwise direction on 6 May 
1954. A little-known quirk of 
Oxbridge history is that Oxford 
ran in the clockwise direction 
until the 1940s, and Cambridge 
until the 1950s, in defiance of 
the rest of the world. 

In Oxford, the track that 
predated Bannister’s run 
dipped in a way that appeared 
to favour clockwise running. 

Burning bright
Sir Roger Bannister does his  
bit for the Olympics

London 2012 saw Oxonians 
winning three gold medals and 
two bronzes for a total of five, 
with rowing accounting for  
four of them. It was Davis 
Tarwater (St Antony’s, 2009) 
who as part of the US swimming 
team won gold in the men’s  
4 x 200m relay.  

The other two golds belonged 
to Andy Triggs Hodge MBE (St 
Catherine’s, 2004) and Pete 
Reed MBE (Oriel, 2003), both 
part of the defending Olympic 
champion men’s coxless four 
team on behalf of Great Britain.
Charles Cole (Kellogg, 2007) 
won a bronze medal in the same 

race, but for the US, while the 
final bronze belonged to 
Constantine Louloudis (Trinity, 
2010) in the rowing eights for 
Team GB. The Oxonian medal 
haul was four silvers short of 
what was achieved at Beijing 
four years ago, although one 
could point out that three of 
those were from one event, the 
men’s eights.

The results at both Olympiads 
suggest that Oxford’s major 
contribution to world sport 
continues to be through rowing.

To see a video with Andy go to 
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk

Oxonians get gold
A successful Olympics for Oxford
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What first drew you to the study 

of motor neurone disease?

I’ve always been attracted to 

complex problems and I want to 

understand the factors that lead 

to an apparently healthy person 

dying from a devastating 

neurological disease in a 

relatively short space of time.

What is motor neurone disease?

Motor neuron diseases are  

a diverse group of 

neurodegenerative diseases 

presenting as weakness and 

wasting of muscles, which 

causes rapid degeneration in the 

function of the limbs, speech, 

swallowing and breathing. The 

result is progressive disability 

and dependence and, in the 

majority of cases, premature 

death from respiratory failure, 

often within three years of 

presenting with symptoms. 

Does the disease always have  

a predictable progression?

No, there is a large spectrum  

of progression and survival and 

we need to determine why this  

is so. The disease is often 

misunderstood because 

Professor Stephen Hawking, 

who is one of the most high 

profile motor neurone disease 

sufferers, has survived for 

decades, but he’s a rare case, as 

typically it is a highly malignant 

condition, with a short survival.

What are the challenges of this 

field of research?

Many aspects of motor neuron 

diseases are poorly understood, 

firstly because the brain and 

spinal cord are the most 

complex systems in the body 

and we don’t yet fully 

understand how the brain is 

networked to create movement. 

It’s also an inaccessible part of 

the body, and unfortunately we 

have to wait until patients die  

to examine their brains at the 

end-stage of the disease. But our 

research is focused on finding 

ways to learn more about and 

preventing the disease in its 

early stages, so we have been 

using specific genetic errors that 

we can replicate in animal 

models that will reflect what is 

happening in our patients.

Do you believe there will be  

a cure for motor neurone 

disease in your lifetime?

We are going through a rapid and 

accelerated period of discovery 

about the brain and how it 

works, so I am optimistic that  

we can find treatments that will 

make a big difference to patient 

outcomes within my working life. 

I have also been involved in 

research into spinal muscular 

atrophy, which is the most 

common lethal genetic illness 

affecting children. We now 

understand the causes of this 

disease quite well and there  

are many common pathways 

between the two conditions, 

which gives us great hope for 

finding effective treatments. 

Successful trials have already 

taken place on animal models, 

and trials will begin on human 

subjects with spinal muscular 

atrophy in the next three to  

five years.

For more information go to:

www.clneuro.ox.ac.uk/

people/kevin-talbot

 
To read more interviews like this  
(and web exclusives) visit  
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk

Kevin Talbot
Professor of Motor Neuron 
Biology, Nuffield Department

60 seconds with...
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Leica Akademie Mayfair | 34 Bruton Place | London | W1J 6NR
Workshop bookings and enquiries:
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7629 1351 / +44 (0) 7514 539566
akademie@leica-camera.co.uk | www.leica-akademie.co.uk
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AKADEMIE
Mayfair

BE INSPIRED.

At the Leica Akademie Mayfair, we host a variety of workshops, training and advice sessions for photographers and nature lovers alike.

Our photographic workshops offer you the chance to experience Leica products in practical, hands-on sessions, as well as more creative
photography-based sessions to enhance your knowledge and skills.

For specific workshops, we offer the use of a personal Apple iMac workstation, providing the best possible training experience.

Whatever your level of knowledge, our professional Leica tutors and experts can teach you all you need to know in a one-to-one demonstration, or as
part of a longer workshop, both in the field of photography and Leica’s precision optics products.

Our complete range of Akademie workshops can be seen in detail at www.leica-akademie.co.uk where you can choose the one that best suits your
needs.

Please contact the Leica Akademie Mayfair for available workshop dates and times, and to reserve your place.

33655 Akademie Brummel CAM Mag AD 13/9/12 09:30 Page 1



Letters We welcome letters for publication, which can 
be sent either by post or by email. We reserve 
the right to edit them to meet space constraints; 
the best way to avoid this is to keep letters to 200 
or fewer words. Unless you request otherwise, 
letters may also appear on our website.

Elitism
I disagree with Harriet Wilson (‘Letters’, 
Trinity issue). First, I think that a 
university, any university, should be  
a centre of learning and the sort of 
creativity to which that learning leads. 
If the University wants to succeed 
then it should try to attract the best 
students. If that is being ‘elitist’ then  
it should be as elitist as possible. If we 
try to make universities instruments 
of social policy they will fail and I doubt 
if the social policy will flourish either.
HARRY QUICK
Merton, 1950

‘Poor’ students
I encourage Oxford to resist left-wing 
extremists and not dilute standards of 
admission for ‘poor’ students. I came 
from a poor background, made it to 
Oxford and feel strongly that the 
Labour/BBC/Lib-Dem alliance should 
be resisted at all costs.
ANDREW COLE
Hertford, 1989

Stutterers
Joy Richardson (‘Actor, Painter, Writer: 
A Leading Artist and Actor Speaks 
About her Work’, Trinity issue) is an 
inspiration. Growing up, I also had to 
grapple with a severe stammer, and  
as I’ve watched my own daughter  
– who stuttered as a child – blossom 
as a public speaker, writer and novice 
performer, so I have witnessed the 
power of the creative and performing 
arts to ‘heal’ a speech impediment, 
and thus, salute the marvellous 
journey of Ms Richardson. 

Oxford, as both a university and  
a community, has long been a 
supporter of stutterers and a pioneer 
in speech therapy. Over the past 
decade Oxford has twice been a  
host to conferences sponsored  
by the Stuttering Foundation of 
America. Michael Palin, actor and 
Brasenose graduate, has generously 
given his time and money to a 
foundation for stutterers.
REYNALDO N OBED
University College, 1966

Your correspondence

In response to…

 The drift of atheist 
Buddhism toward western 
secularism was probably 
inevitable. “We have no God,” 
says “a genial young monk 
called Tashi” (‘Power of the 
Mind’, Trinity issue, p33). 
Gautama would have agreed, 
but his followers invented 
thousands of deities because, 
I suspect, atheism creates  
a very impersonal cosmos.  
We humans yearn for personal 
relationship, a direction, it 
would appear, recognised by 
His Holiness the Gyalwang 
Drukpa, perhaps a part of his 
westernising of Buddhism.  
Yet secularism is collapsing 
toward neo-paganism,  
largely, I think, because of  
the person-unfriendliness  
of secularism’s machine-like 
world. But suppose the world 
were inherently personal,  
with persons as the primary 
ontological entities, not 
atoms, quarks, strings, etc. 
Some 48 years ago, I wrote 
my DPhil on the cosmological 
argument for God, which  
I think stands firm.
EARLE FOX
Oriel, 1964

 Richard Lofthouse asks  
of Buddhism “the question  
of why 2,500 years of 
mindfulness did little to 
empower women”. The answer 
is for the same reason that 
Oxford was the last university 
in Britain to allow women to be 
awarded degrees. The same 
reason that it was years after 

women had found ingenious 
ways to receive instruction 
and many years after they  
had sat and passed university 
degree examinations, that 
their achievement and 
capacity was finally formally 
acknowledged by the 
University. It is the same 
reason that it is only 60 years 
since St Anne’s became  
a college of the University.  
And the same reason why the 
resources that were so slowly 
and painfully collected by 
women and their benefactors 
to develop colleges to employ 
and teach women now, like  
the rest of the University, 
employ a minority of women 
in academic posts. The same 
reason that the experiment  
of co-education has so 
conspicuously benefited men. 
And why the participation of 
women in British public life  
is so shamefully meagre.  
That reason is simple: people 
who have power are reluctant 
to give it up. It is not hard to 
understand, it is just hard  
to change. 
PHILLIDA BUNKLE
St Anne’s, 1967
 
    I think it may be of interest  
if I point out that the value of 
transcendental meditation 
(TM) has equally been 
accepted by scientists for  
a great many years. TM was 
taught in the UK, the USA  
and elsewhere by Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi in the late 1950s 
and for several decades after 

that and scientists soon 
became interested and 
accepted its value – as they 
still do. No doubt all this is 
known to the Oxford Centre 
for Mindfulness? If not they 
might like to be in touch with 
those who know more about  
it than I do, viz: Maharishi 
University of Management, 
Fairfield, Iowa, USA.
BILL ALEXANDER
The Queen’s College, 1944

 Although stated in the 
article, I think it has to be 
emphasised that if you are  
a Christian (or thinking of 
becoming one) it is not 
necessary (a common 
misunderstanding) to  
become a Buddhist to 
practise contemplative prayer 
or meditation. There are 
several Christian associations 
which teach them. 
R J KINSMAN
Magdalen, 1947

 I have been practising the 
teaching of John Main OSB for 
several years. His meditation 
period is daily; the purpose to 
dwell on a mantra: his was 
‘Maranatha’. Very gently, he 
shows that Christian dogma is 
not the way to inner peace. 
The way is to surrender, 
through meditation, to the 
‘Presence’ which gradually 
brings peace of mind whatever 
one’s circumstances. 
DAVID HOTTON
Jesus College, 1952

OT 24.3: ‘Power of the Mind.’
 
Thoughts on Buddhism, power and peace... 
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Vascular imaging
In October, the Vice-Chancellor will 
host the official opening of the Oxford 
Acute Vascular Imaging Centre, by Sir 
Paul Nurse (President of the Royal 
Society and Nobel Laureate). This 
unique facility enables state-of-the-art 
imaging and diagnostics to be 
undertaken in patients in the  
very first minutes and hours after 
presentation with heart attack  
and stroke. We think this is an 
extremely exciting project and  
it has been suggested to me that  
this may be of interest to alumni.  
For more information, go here:  
www.avic.ox.ac.uk/welcome
ROBIN CHOUDHURY 
Balliol, 1986

Naming game
I was very disappointed to see the 
term ‘Myanmar’ used twice in the 
Trinity issue of Oxford Today to refer 
to Burma. Aung San Suu Kyi refers  
to her country as Burma.
DR HELEN CARASSO
St Anne’s, 1976  
Ed: We have referred only to Burma in this 
month’s cover story.

MPs of note
Perhaps Congresswoman Sewell and 
John Garth are unaware of Dadabhai 
Naoroji (Lib Finsbury Central 1892) or 
Sir MM Bhownaggree (C Bethnal 
Green NE 1905)? There are others, 
including a Battersea MP who enjoyed 
success under both Communist and 
Labour banners. Or was it fact-
checking or even proofreading?
J W GRAYSON
Exeter, 1971

The Stripling Thames
Christina Hardyment’s piece about 
‘The Stripling Thames’ in the Trinity 
issue was marvellously fascinating  
but surely she is shown standing  
at the wrong (Cambridge) end  
of her punt?
NEVILL SWANSON
St Edmund Hall, 1958 
Ed: Christina is a graduate of Cambridge.

 On the same day I read your article on the 
Mini factory at Cowley (Trinity, p36) I also 
read that David Cameron proposes to find 
ways of preventing Greeks from entering 
this country if their economy collapses. The 
original Mini was designed by Alec Issigonis, 
who found refuge here after escaping from 
his home town of Smyrna when the Greek 
population of Turkey was being massacred 
in 1922. The Mini became the best-selling 
British car in history. Greece faced one of 

the greatest humanitarian disasters when 
one-and-a-half million Greeks were expelled 
from Turkey in the 1920s. It was devastated 
by occupation and civil war in the 1940s. 
Greece is being devastated once more now 
by austerity measures. To close our nation’s 
doors to citizens of an EU country who are 
known for their entrepreneurial flair would 
be not only inhumane but short-sighted.
PETER MACKRIDGE
St John’s, 1964

 While Oxford’s great record in securing 
patents deserves praise, it is a national 
tragedy that only 5% of graduates go  
into manufacturing. The city is ideally 
located for growth, with a strong 
manufacturing tradition. Yet it is outclassed 
by German cities like Freiburg or Munich, 
where state-funded research institutes  
give German industry a lead in new fields 

such as renewable energy, as well as 
traditional sectors like the motor industry. 
Given the UK’s current economic prospects, 
it is time to bury old battles between town 
and gown, and for the universities and local 
authorities to work together to achieve 
‘smarter growth’. 
DR NICHOLAS FALK
University College, 1961

 I read PPE at Wadham and went into 
London advertising in 1952. In 1957, on  
the Morris Motors account, my most 
challenging assignment was to produce the 
launch for a car code-named AD015, and 
designed by a man called Issigonis. My first 
task was to name it, and top of my list of 
suggestions was ‘Maestro’. The name the 
client eventually chose was ‘Mini-Minor’ 
which was felt to be dull and inward-looking, 

alluding as it did to the familiar Morris Minor. 
Nobody dreamed that the term ‘Mini’ would 
soon come to encapsulate a whole cultural 
decade. Half a century later the car would  
be revitalised by a rival manufacturer, and 
prove a boon to the city that helped create 
it; for which fortune we may have to thank  
a relative of the designer himself.
DAVID DATTA
Wadham, 1949

 Richard Lofthouse’s excellent article on 
Cowley and the Mini made many important 
points but there’s a little bit more to be said. 
Though the University and Cowley needed 
each other, the lure of Cowley and its high 
wages during its more prosperous years 
made it hard for the University to recruit 
sufficient labour at a price that was 
affordable. There should have been some 

recognition in the article of the crucial role 
played by Honda UK. Without Rover’s 
partnership with Honda, BMW would have 
had nothing left to rescue. Honda began the 
process of producing cars of quality and was 
shabbily treated by the government. Honda’s 
contribution should not be airbrushed out.
DEREK TURNER
Oriel, 1955
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Queen’s Birthday 
Honours
Two Oxford academics  

were honoured:  

LORNA CASSELTON, FRS 
Emeritus Professor of  

Fungal Genetics and an 

honorary fellow of St Hilda’s, 

was made a CBE for her 

services to research and for  

her role as vice-president of  

the Royal Society. 

ANN BUCHANAN, AcSS  
Director of the Oxford Centre 

for Research into Parenting  

and Children, Professor in 

Social Work and a fellow of St 

Hilda’s, was awarded an MBE 

for her contribution to social 

science research. 

British Academy 
Seven Oxford academics were 

recently elected fellows of the 

British Academy. These were: 

OLIVER BRADDICK 
Emeritus Professor of 

Experimental Psychology. 

VINCENT CRAWFORD 
Drummond Professor of 

Political Economy.

JOHN DARWIN  
Beit Lecturer in the History  

of the Commonwealth.

JANE HUMPHRIES 
Professor of Economic History.

MARTIN STOKES  
Lecturer in Ethnomusicology. 

HELEN WATANABE-
O’KELLY  
Professor of German Literature 

and Chair of the Faculty of 

Medieval and Modern 

Languages. 

LUCIA ZEDNER  
Professor of Criminal Justice. 

Encaenia
Eight leading figures from  

the worlds of politics, science, 

the arts, intelligence and 

business were invited to  

receive honorary degrees at 

this year’s Encaenia.

Doctors at  
Civil Law
AUNG SAN SUU KYI 
Chairman of the Burmese 

National League for Democracy 

(NLD) and member of the 

Burmese parliament. 

“Unbowed champion of liberty, 

who have given your people  

and the whole world an example 

of courage and endurance.”

Daw Suu was awarded the 

honorary doctorate in civil law 

in April 1993, but until now  

has been unable to receive  

it in person. Following her 

degree Daw Suu was invited  

to address the ceremony. In  

her speech she said: “The most 

important thing for me about 

Oxford was not what I learnt 

there in terms of set texts and 

set books we had to read, but  

in terms of a respect for the 

best in human civilisation.”

BARONESS 
MANNINGHAM-BULLER 

Former Director General of  

the Security Service

“...A tenacious guardian of  

the nation.”

Doctors of Letters
DAVID CORNWELL  
alias John le Carré, “...A most 

skilful weaver of tales.”

PROFESSOR DREW FAUST 
President of Harvard University 

and historian of the American 

Civil War and American South

“...A humane historian, a tireless 

guide of her university.”

SIR HOWARD STRINGER 
Chairman of Sony Corporation

“...A most skilful businessman, 

a true friend of this University.”

PROFESSOR CHARLES 
TAYLOR, FBA, CC, GOQ 
philosopher 

“Pattern of wisdom and 

liberality, who have analysed 

the nature of human community 

with keen intellect.”

Doctors of Science
DR HENRY BARNETT 
neurologist

“Eminent master of the medical 

art, to whose work so many owe 

health and life itself...”

PROFESSOR WILLIAM 
PHILLIPS physicist

“Great master of little things, 

whose eye even the tiniest 

particles cannot escape...”

Astronomy
STEVEN BALBUS 
Professeur des Universités  

at the Institut Universitaire  

de France, was appointed 

Savilian Professor of 

Astronomy and a fellow of  

New College.

Smith School  
of Enterprise
PROFESSOR GORDON 
CLARK FBA, Halford 

Mackinder Professor of 

HONOURS

University & alumni news

Appointments and awards
The latest awards and honours from across the University
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Geography at Oxford, was 

appointed Director of the Smith 

School of Enterprise and the 

Environment with effect from 

January 2013.

International 
Relations
DOMINIC JOHNSON  
Reader in Politics and 

International Relations at the 

University of Edinburgh and 

2012–13 senior fellow at 

Princeton University, appointed 

Alastair Buchan Professor of 

International Relations and a 

fellow of St Antony’s. 

Pathology
MATTHEW FREEMAN, FRS  

Head of the Division of Cell 

Biology at the Medical Research 

Council Laboratory of Molecular 

Biology, Cambridge, has been 

appointed Professor of 

Pathology with effect from  

1 January 2013. Dr Freeman  

will be a fellow of Lincoln.

Chinese
BAREND TER HAAR 
Professor of Chinese History  

at Leiden University, has been 

appointed Shaw Professor  

of Chinese and a fellow of 

University College with effect 

from 13 January 2013.

Arabic
JULIA BRAY  

Professor of Medieval Arabic 

Literature at the Université  

Paris 8, was appointed  

Laudian Professor of Arabic  

and a fellow of St John’s. 

Economics
MICHAEL KEANE  
ARC Laureate Professor at  

the University of New South 

Wales, was appointed Nuffield 

Professor of Economics and 

became a fellow of Nuffield.

Primary Care 
Health Sciences
RICHARD McMANUS 
Senior Clinical Researcher, 

Department of Primary Care 

Health Sciences, General 

Practitioner, Greenridge Surgery, 

Birmingham, and Honorary 

Consultant in Primary Care, 

South Birmingham Primary Care 

Trust, was appointed Professor 

of Primary Care Health Sciences 

and a fellow of Green Templeton.

Education
STEVE STRAND  

Associate Professor in 

Quantitative Research Methods 

at the University of Warwick,  

has been appointed Professor  

of Education and a fellow of  

St Cross with effect from 

1 January 2013.

Buddhist Studies
STEFANO ZACCHETTI 

Lecturer at Ca’ Foscari University 

of Venice, Italy, was appointed 

Numata Professor of Buddhist 

Studies and a fellow of Balliol.

Lincoln College
PROFESSOR HENRY 
WOUDHUYSEN FBA,  

Dean of the Faculty of  

the Arts and Humanities at 

University College London, has 

been elected Rector. 

w

DISTINGUISHED FRIENDS OF OXFORD 2012

15

HEAD OF HOUSE
R

O
B

 J
U

D
G

E
S

The Distinguished Friend of Oxford Award was established in 

1998 as a means of recognising extraordinary volunteer service 

to the collegiate University. This dedicated service might take 

any number of forms: serving on committees, introducing 

Oxford to opinion leaders or prospective donors, representing 

Oxford to the wider world, or working on a significant project  

on behalf of the collegiate University, to name just a few. We are 

immensely grateful to this cadre of volunteers who have made 

significant contributions through their gifts of time, expertise, 

access to contacts and selfless dedication to preserving Oxford 

for future generations. www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/dfo

Mr Ivor Agyeman-Duah

Mr Desmond Cecil CMG

Mr Paul Chellgren

Mr Francis Finlay OBE

Miss Rosalind Hedley-Miller

Mr Mark Loveday

Mr Nigel Lovett

Mr William R Miller CBE

Mr Allan Myers AO, QC

Professor John Poynter, OBE

Mrs Nicola Ralston

Ms Catherine Roe

Mrs Joanna Rose

Ms Louisa Service OBE, JP

Mr Stephen Stamas



Researchbreakthroughsacross theUniversity

A research team, including scientists
at Oxford’s Wellcome Trust Centre
For Human Genetics, discovered 10
new DNA regions by comparing the
DNA of nearly 35,000 people suffering
from type 2 diabetes with the DNA
from roughly 115,000 people without
the disease. This comparison
identified 10 regions where changes in
DNA sequence appear to be linked to
increased risk of type 2 diabetes.

In the UK, roughly 2.9 million
people suffer from diabetes. Around
90% of diabetic adults in the UK have
this form of the disease, resulting
from a failure to produce enough
insulin and an inability to respond
to the insulin that is produced.

This finding brings the total number
of DNA regions that are linked to the
disease to 60. The individual effect
of each change in these DNA regions
is small, only slightly influencing
a person’s risk of developing diabetes.
However, by comparing these 60 DNA
regions, researchers can build an
understanding of what kinds of genes
are important in developing the
disease. The researchers have found
that these genes are often involved
in cell division, cell growth and cell
ageing, or function by turning other
genes on or off. Many of these genes
function either in the pancreas, where
insulin is made, or in pathways that
are influenced by fat cells.

New DNA regions linked
with type 2 diabetes
An international team of researchers have identified
information whichmay help them fight the disease

Discovery
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Record timing for
“spooky” quantum
Scientists celebrate creating a
“superposition” of several minutes
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Molecular dating

Scientists at the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator
Unit have used molecular dating to determine the
age of a knucklebone claimed to have belonged to
John the Baptist. The supposed relic (its container
is pictured above) was found alongside five other
human bones inside a marble sarcophagus in 2010.
The sarcophagus was unearthed during an
excavation beneath a church on the Bulgarian
island of Sveti Ivan, which translates as St John. Of
the bones discovered inside the sarcophagus, only
the knucklebone contained enough collagen to
undergo radiocarbon dating. The researchers were
surprised to find that the bone dated back to the
first century AD, but point out that this alone is not
enough to prove it belonged to John the Baptist.

A collaboration involving scientists from Oxford’s
Department of Materials has managed to make
a “superposition” last for 3 minutes and 12 seconds.
Superpositions occur when an atom or a quantum
magnet exists in two places at once, with the
previous record set in 2008 by the same team.
This finding could pave the way for quantum
computers, which use superposition states to store
binary information. The speed and power of
quantum computers would allow them to solve
problems that are impossible even for today’s
best supercomputers.

OXF07.discovery.indd 11 9/19/12 10:23 AM
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Animal “Pompeii” found
Ash-covered fossils discovered in canada

Earth scientists from Oxford and Cambridge, in collaboration
with the Memorial University of Newfoundland, have discovered a
nursery of more than 100 ‘baby’ fossils of the earliest known types
of animal, buried under ash from a volcano that erupted 579 million
years ago. The fossils date back to the Ediacaran period and are of
a frond-shaped organism called rangeomorphs that lived deep
beneath the ocean. These rangeomorphs are believed not to be
plants, but may not share all the characteristics of animals either.

Do sports drinks work?
Research “not well done” says study

A study published in the British Medical Journal by a group of
Oxford University researchers says that many sports drinks are
marketed using inadequate scientific research. “Much of the
science has not been well done,” says senior clinical scientist Dr
Matthew Thompson. “[It] could have easily been done much more
rigorously so we’d actually know whether or not these products
work.” Worryingly, out of 400 advertisements for sports drinks,
the researchers found scientific backing for less than half of
their claims. “They’ve used a lot of industry sponsored scientists
to do the research, which makes us suspicious,” says Thompson.
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Grows trees

Grows ProFIts

Now you caN adaPt your
health INsuraNce to suIt you,
whoever you are

thanks to our new partnership with the university of oxford
alumni office, we have a range of discounted healthcare options
available for you. Plus we’re
delighted to offer you a special
discount of 15%† on our health
insurance called Bupa By you.

It’s designed to help you
create a policy that fits your
health priorities and budget.

DISCOUNT

15% †

FOR OXFORD
UNIVERSITYALUMNI

†university of oxford alumni qualify for a special discount. *calls may be recorded and may be monitored.
lines are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and saturday 9am to 1pm. this discount is available on core
health insurance for new customers joining before 14 september 2013 and does not apply to add ons or
previous Bupa members. It may not be combined with any other discounts for which you may be eligible. Bupa
reserves the right to alter or withdraw the discount without notice at any time on or after your first renewal
date. Bupa health insurance is provided by Bupa Insurance limited. registered in england and wales No.
3956433 arranged and administered by Bupa Insurance services limited. registered in england andwales No.
3829851. Both companies are authorised and regulated by the Financial services authority. registered office:
Bupa house, 15-19 Bloomsbury way, london wc1a 2Ba.

0800 600 500*

alumni.ox.ac.uk/bupa
Quote ref: e808

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

http://www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/bupa


The Royal Over-Seas League is a unique, not-for-profit membership organisation. For over
100 years we have encouraged international friendship and understanding through social,
music, arts and humanitarian programmes. With historic clubhouses in central London and
Edinburgh, we offer our members a home away from home.
Contact ROSL for more information, quoting Oxford Today for special joining discounts.

Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London SW1A 1LR, www.rosl.org.uk
Tel: +44(0)20 7408 0214 (ext. 214 & 216) Fax: +44(0)20 7499 6738 Email: info@rosl.org.uk

PRIVATE CLUB ART & MUSIC MEMBERS’ EVENTS ACCOMMODATION

Oxford Today Sep2012 1 18/09/2012 17:21
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One in 10 UK undergraduates 
currently studying at Oxford 
come from households where 
the family income is below 

£16,000 per year, the threshold to qualify 
for free school meals or the government’s 
new pupil premium. Nationally, 
households with this income account for 
around 15 per cent of the population.

One third of these lower income Oxford 
students attended independent schools, 
having had the opportunity to do so 
because they received financial support  
or scholarships.

Neither of these facts are widely known 
or appreciated, even by those who believe 
they are well-
informed about 
access and 
undergraduate 
admissions issues, 
including senior 
political figures and 
those who make  
a living writing about 
education issues.

Articles elsewhere in this edition of 
Oxford Today put a spotlight on the new 
undergraduate intake, the first to 
commence university with a tuition fee of 
£9,000 a year, and while this is not a fee 
that has to be paid up front by UK or other 
European Union nationals, it nevertheless 
is viewed as a potential barrier to study at 
Oxford. This message has come through 
loud and clear from those who are best 
placed to judge – our own undergraduates 
– many of whom come from households 
where the ability of their family to provide 
financial support is limited, and where 
£9,000 for tuition fees is viewed as a year’s 
living expenses for the entire household.

In this climate, if Oxford is going to be  
in a position to continue to attract the best 
and the brightest, those with the potential 

to excel in a collegiate environment, 
supported and nurtured through the 
outstanding (if expensive) tutorial 
education that Oxford offers, we need to 
be able to overcome many of the myths 
that exist around student funding. The 
Moritz-Heyman scholarship programme 
will be a key element in challenging the 
misinformation, because it allows Oxford 
to make a statement that cuts to the heart 
of applicant concerns – regardless of your 
background circumstance, the University 
of Oxford can provide the financial 
support and encouragement to mean  
that while you study here, you will be  
able to focus on your course, and not be 

concerned with how you or your family 
can afford your accommodation costs, or 
pay for your train home at the end of term. 

Furthermore, the Moritz-Heyman 
scholarship holders will have the 
opportunity to undertake internships  
that will bolster their chances to access 
professions and jobs that may otherwise  
be beyond their reach, and develop skills 
through volunteering activities that 
employers value and actively seek out when 
recruiting graduate trainees.

Michael Moritz has set Oxford a bold and 
ambitious target – if the Moritz-Heyman 
scholarship programme is to be fully 
realised, it will require significant 
engagement from across the collegiate 
community, and from those who have 
already experienced the value of an 
Oxford education. 

Neither of these facts are widely 
known or appreciated, even  
by those who believe they are  
well-informed about access

Mike Nicholson
Director of Undergraduate Admissions and Outreach

Mike Nicholson seeks to overcome some  
of the myths surrounding student funding 

Opinion 
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CHORAL VOICES
We’re midway into uploading, video by video, a six-
fi lm series about the Oxford choral tradition. These 
fantastic fi lms can be seen on the Oxford Today 
website, details of which are given below. The series 
will be complete by Christmas, and in keeping with 
the theme, we invite readers to vote on their fi ve 

favourite pieces of Christmas choral music, samples 
of which can also be found on our website alongside 
the fi lms. The winning selections will be performed 
in New College chapel, by members of the choir, at 
Christmas. The music will also be available as a free 
download on the Oxford Today website. 
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To view the video series and choose 
your Christmas music, visit 
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/voice

OXF07.choral.indd   15 9/17/12   3:44 PM
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Alumni news

  enquiries@alumni.ox.ac.uk

We are in the process of 
assessing our alumni relations 
programme with an aim to 
understanding what benefits 
and services might resonate 
most with you, our key 
audience, based on where  
you live, your interests and 
experiences. 

We are collecting 
information through an alumni 
survey which was launched in 
September using a web-based 
survey tool. We hope that  
the survey results will help us  
to understand why some 
alumni continue to be actively 

involved with the University 
while others don’t, and  
whether by tweaking some  
of our services or 
communications, we could 
better meet your needs. 

∫  The survey will be running until  

the end of October. If you would like 

to take part, you will find your 

unique joining code on the address 

sheet that came with this magazine 

or you can contact the Office on 

survey@alumni.ox.ac.uk/ +44 

(0)1865 611610 and we will help you 

to access the survey website.

Make your voice heard

Alumni resources
You need the number on your Alumni 
Card to register for events, the email 
service and for an alumni account. The 
Card gives you access to colleges and 

has a range of associated discounts. Find out more 
at www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/card

Bodleian Readers card 
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley
All graduates are eligible for a free 
Bodleian Readers card for use when you 

are in Oxford. Please note that cards can only be 
issued in person – contact the Admissions Office 
on +44 (0)1865 277180, or at admissions@bodley.
ox.ac.uk, to arrange a time to visit.

Find a friend
Register for the alumni website and 
you can search the directory for other 
users. Still can’t find whom you’re 

looking for? Complete our ‘find a friend’ form and 
we’ll see if we can help. www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/oao

Graduation and MAs A list of 
forthcoming degree days can be 
found on the University website at 
www.ox.ac.uk/students/

graduation/ceremonies/dates but whether you 
still need to graduate for your first degree or want 
to get your MA, booking is via your college.

Alumni groups
An increasing range of subject and 
interest-based alumni groups can be 
found at www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/

networks and if you’re based in London and a 
graduate of the last decade, you might want to 
consider joining our Oxford10 group too, at 
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/oxford10

Oxford Today extra
Our monthly email bulletin keeps you up 
to date with news, events and offers of 
interest to alumni. You can subscribe to 

it via the alumni website at www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/
mailing-lists

Oxford Today online
Don’t forget you can get a more regular fix of your favourite alumni magazine by visiting www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk. You can also opt to stop 
receiving your hard copy of Oxford Today in favour of an email alert when each issue goes online – just complete the form available via the website.

We are pleased to introduce 
two new members of the 
Alumni Board. Tiffany Stern, 
Professor of Early Modern 
Drama and fellow of University 
College, will be joining us as 
our eighth University member. 
We also have a new external 
member, Jackie King, (St Peter’s 
1988) appointed by the Board 
at their meeting on Friday 14 
September. Two new co-opted 
members will join the Board 
this year: Christine Taylor 
(Development Director, 
Merton) and Sam Gordon 
(President Oxford10). 

∫  Go to our website for more details 

www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/board2012   

Calling all alumni! If you would 
like to re-engage with fellow 
Oxonians in your part of the 
world, please visit our website to 
find your local branch and join 
their membership list.
∫ www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/branches

  New area contacts

Belarus Oleg Haritonov  
(St Peter’s, 2008). Email  
oleg.haritonov@spc.oxon.org

Ghana Emefa Amoako  
(St Anne’s, 1999). Email 
julietamoako@gmail.com

In case you missed the first 
announcement in Trinity term, 
please be aware that Oxford is 
currently participating in a pilot 
project to give alumni access to 
the JSTOR online journals 
service. The success of the 
project will be measured mainly 
on numbers of alumni making 
use of the service, so please  
do register! 
 

∫  Find out more at  

www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/jstor

Madrid: 26–28 April 2013  
Join us for a weekend of lively 
discussion in the city of Madrid. 
From contemporary politics 
and economics to the Golden 
Age of Madrid, our programme 
will feature a range of topics 
and alumni and academics at 
the top of their field. 

∫  For more information, please  

visit www.alumniweekend.ox.

ac.uk/madrid2013

Alumni Board 

 JSTOR

Local groups
European  
Reunion
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Hannah Jordan (née Evans)
Pembroke 2003

“As we were walking through the  
areas affected by the tsunami doing 
our surveys, we stumbled across so 
many personal possessions among  
the debris,” says Hannah Evans,  
a geohazard specialist focusing on 
disasters. “Although we were there  
as scientists, it was a lost guitar or  
a child’s toy in the mud that revealed 
the human perspective.” 

After reading geography at 
undergraduate level, Hannah went on 
to specialise in geomorphology and 
has worked for the British Geological 
Survey for five years now. As part of  

a BGS team she visited the Japanese 
tsunami area in June 2011, three 
months after the impact, and again  
in February 2012, to conduct surveys 
using satellite data, on-site digital 
mapping and GPS. 

Although scientists can determine 
where tsunamis are likely to take 
place, the challenge is in knowing 
when. Factors such as submarine 
landslides and meteorite impacts are 
impossible to predict. “We even saw  
a meteotsunami caused by extreme 
low pressure in Cornwall last year,” 
says Hannah. “It’s exciting work; we 
never know where we’re going to be 
from one day to the next.” 

Mapping 
Beirut
Bahi Ghubril
Hertford 1989

“The tradition of 
having street names is 

not common in Beirut,” Bahi Ghubril explains. 
“In fact, most places outside Europe and 
America depend much more on landmarks 
and points of reference than on street names.”

In 2004, frustrated by following trails of 
obscure landmarks to get to appointments, 
Ghubril developed a mapping technique 
specifically designed for Beirut. “What we  
have done is adapt the idea of navigation  
and directions to places where street names  
do not exist, and where landmarks become  
the reference points instead. These landmarks 
also change with time.”

But has Ghubril managed to sell the concept 
of street maps in a city that has no culture of 
map reading? “Yes, to tourists and people 
returning to live in Beirut,” he says. “We 
increasingly work with private companies and 
government organisations to inspire internal 
tourism and encourage foreign visitors.”

 www.facebook.com/zawarib

Oxonians at large
Lindsey Harrad meets a ballet dancer, a writer, a 
tsunami researcher, a map-maker and a composer
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Chasing tsunamis
A geohazard specialist reports on the Japanese tsunami

Maths  
and music
Emily Howard 
Lincoln 1997

“Some people are 
natural performers;  
I was a natural 

composer,” says Emily Howard, who has 
combined cello-playing with her academic love 
of mathematics and science. These two passions 
have informed her work for years and her 
latest composition, Calculus of the Nervous 
System, which made its UK debut during the 
BBC Proms in August, is inspired by the ideas 
of Ada Lovelace, Lord Byron’s daughter, who 
wished to develop a mathematical model  
for how the brain gives rise to thought, and 
nerves to feelings. “Many of my compositional 
techniques are derived from mathematics or 
science, and these ideas give structure to my 
work,” Emily says. “Calculus of the Nervous System 
works as a sequence of memories emerging. 
Like thoughts, there is no continuous 
narrative; memories occur and recur in 
different ways. Questions about memory 
processes play an increasingly important role 
in my work.”  www.emilyhoward.com
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Tsunami research, map-making and Olympic ballet22
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Dancing with the stars
Frankie Morris
Worcester 1996

“I gave up any idea of being a professional 
ballet dancer around the age of 10 and 
concentrated on my academic studies, but  
I kept dancing as a hobby,” says Frankie 
Morris, who was lucky enough to take part 
in the Olympic Closing Ceremony as a 
ballet-dancing firebird alongside Darcey 
Bussell. After seeing an advert on a ballet 
website for dancers to perform at the 
Olympics, the Head of Contracting for an 
NHS hospital in the north west decided  
to audition – and was rewarded with the 
role in the spectacular event on 12 August. 

Despite the routine being performed  
by non-professional volunteers, the BBC 
mistakenly referred to the dancers as 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist uncovers 
human rights abuses in Africa

members of the Royal Ballet, which was 
quite a compliment. “As we only had one 
brief run through in the stadium itself, 
the actual performance was quite raw, but 
perhaps all the better for it,” says Frankie. 
She studied PPE before choosing an 
accounting career, but also kept up ballet 
lessons with the Royal Academy of Dance. 
“It would never have crossed my mind that 
I would one day share the same stage as 
Darcey Bussell, perform to a live audience 
of 80,000 people, an estimated television 
audience of one billion and be supported 
by Take That!” It’s not the end of her 
dancing, either: “I’m hoping to set up an 
amateur ballet company in Liverpool for 
adults to bring ballet to a wider audience,” 
she adds. “I still have my costume from 
the Closing Ceremony and need to work 
out when I can wear it next.” 

From the front line

We welcome 
suggestions from 
alumni for these 

pages. Please send 
details to the  

Editor at oxford.
today@admin. 

ox.ac.uk 

Jeffrey Gettleman
Balliol 1994

Fascinated by Africa as a teenager, Jeffrey 
Gettleman backpacked across the continent 
and climbed Kilimanjaro, aged 20, fuelled by 
peanuts and chocolate. But it was during his 
stint at Oxford, studying for an MPhil in social 
anthropology as a Marshall scholar, that his 
future fell into place. “Working on Cherwell was 
where the journalism plan finally gelled,” he 
says. “I had no idea what I wanted to do with 
my life and felt a bit like an impostor around 
all these young bucks who seemed to have such 
rock-solid plans. So by the time I left, I made  
a plan myself – to be a journalist.”

Jeffrey is now the East Africa bureau chief 
for The New York Times, based in Nairobi. He 
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize this year for his 
reports from the conflict in Somalia in 2011, 
but says his proudest achievement was trekking 
across the Ogaden Desert and exposing 
serious, and previously unheard of, human 
rights abuses. “The Ethiopian government 
threw me in jail for a week, and when you’re in 
there, with no way to communicate with the 
outside world, you don’t know if it’s going to be 
a week, a month or years spent in a dingy cell.”

Jeffrey may have fallen in love with Africa, 
but it’s not easy to convince the rest of the 
world to feel the same. “How do you cover  
a region that keeps spewing conflict and chaos 
without simply reinforcing the stereotypes of 
Africa as conflict-ridden and chaotic?” he says. 
“You don’t want to be a total downer. But, at 
the same time, you don’t want to overlook 
serious injustices or suffering either.” 
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Professor Martin Kemp
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THE LOST 
LEONARDO
A s the world’s leading expert on 

Leonardo da Vinci, Martin Kemp is used 
to receiving a regular stream of emails 
from art owners everywhere claiming to 

have discovered a “lost” masterpiece. Indeed, after 
40 years in the “Leonardo business”, Kemp is equally 
adept at patiently pointing out the myriad technical 
and historical reasons why his correspondents are 
destined for disappointment. 

“Leonardo was copied like no other painter,”  
says the Oxford Emeritus Professor in the History  
of Art. “The best copies are those done by a host  
of his followers and imitators. Most are no-hopers 
that bear no close relationship to Leonardo at all.

“There are also the deliberate forgeries. With 
Leonardo drawings fetching a minimum of  
£10 million, the attraction is obvious.”

Originally trained as a scientist (he was a natural 
sciences undergraduate at Cambridge University 
before switching to history of art), Kemp’s natural 
instinct as he puts it “is to look for the falsification”.

So it is partly Kemp’s very familiarity with fakes 
and those he dubs “Leonardo loonies” that makes 
the professor’s own recent identification of a lost 
Leonardo masterpiece so dramatic. That, and the 
fact that Kemp’s discovery took place around the 
same time as another lost Leonardo – the Salvator 
Mundi – was discovered. 

“Nothing like these two major discoveries has 
emerged for over a century. I will forgo the joke 
about London buses!” says Kemp.

But while the Salvator Mundi was largely accepted 
by a fascinated art world (and displayed in the 
National Gallery in London in 2011), Kemp’s 
discovery, a drawing he christened La Bella 

Principessa (pictured left) was to prove highly 
controversial. It’s a profile portrait on vellum of a 
young lady, identified by Kemp as Bianca Sforza, 
illegitimate daughter of Leonardo’s great patron, 
Ludovico Sforza, who was the Duke of Milan.

The drawing first crossed his path in 2005, “when 
I got the inevitable email with a digital file”. The 
email came from the drawing’s owner Peter 
Silverman, an art collector living in Paris. The 
picture had already been shown to a distinguished 

art authority who believed it to be a Leonardo and 
recommended that Silverman contact Kemp, now  
an emeritus at Trinity.

Intrigued, Kemp started to investigate.
What followed was a magisterial piece of historical 

sleuthing: an international needle-in-a-haystack 
search that finally ended in Poland’s national library 
following furious hostile opposition from powerful 
art world interests. It’s an extraordinary real-life 
quest that could easily eclipse the plot of any Dan 
Brown novel.

“I asked myself what I always do: ‘Is it real and, if 
so, what does it tell us about Leonardo?’” says the 
former Slade professor, who stresses that he never 
has any financial involvement with any works he 
studies. Several factors struck him immediately 
about the portrait: the extraordinary subtlety and 
delicacy of the execution (which few artists would  
be capable of) and the background of the picture, 
demonstrated by another leading expert to be  
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‘I asked myself what I always do: is it real 
and what does it tell us about Leonardo?’

Judith Keeling talks to Leonardo da Vinci expert Martin Kemp about  
how uncovering a new Old Master is fraught with difficulties

https://twitter.com/oxfordalumni


The Sforziad, from which the 
painting was torn. La Bella 
Principessa is a perfect fit

Martin Kemp’s study of 
Leonardo da Vinci

Martin Kemp is Emeritus Professor of the History of Art at  
the University. He has written and broadcast extensively  
on imagery in art and science from the Renaissance to the present 
day, and is one of the world’s leading authorities on Leonardo  
da Vinci. Leonardo by Martin Kemp is published by Oxford 
University Press, £10.99. The revised edition (2011) is the  
first book on Leonardo to include the Salvator Mundi and  
La Bella Principessa 

the careful parallel shading of a left-hander 
(Leonardo being famously left-handed).

Then there were the historical details. The 
portrait has a series of stitch-holes in the left-hand 
margin, suggesting it was a page ripped from  
a book. The image of Bianca sports a distinctive 
ponytail (a “coazzone”) involving hair extensions 
and supported by a net caul, which was a specific 
fashion at the Sforza court during the 1490s.  
This meant that the girl in the picture was almost 
certainly a Sforza; the hunt to match a name to the 
picture was on.

Kemp’s breakthrough came when he was 
contacted by American scholar Professor R Edward 
Wright, who suggested that the book the drawing 
could have been torn from was a version of the 
Sforziad, a book illustrated to celebrate the 
achievements of the Sforza family, and currently  
in the National Museum in Warsaw. It had been 
commissioned to celebrate Bianca’s wedding to 
Ludovico’s military commander, who was a known 
patron of Leonardo.

So Kemp travelled to Poland with a specialist  
who had undertaken scientific analysis of the  
Mona Lisa. “Lo and behold, we could identify  
that there was a page clearly removed,” Kemp says. 
“The stitch-holes matched, the vellum matched.  
It is indeed 1496, it is Bianca and indeed for  
her marriage. It’s uncanny. You could say: ‘Stitch-
holes are always the same distance apart.’ But  
the irregular stitching was spaced by eye, not 
precisely measured.”

Technical analysis revealed the vellum to be a 
match for the vellum on the book. The volume even 
bears an incision where the blade that removed the 
sheet slipped.

For Kemp the evidence was overwhelming. But  
he found himself facing a torrent of objections and 
even abuse from powerful art world voices when the 
news of his discovery reached the press.  

As Kemp says now, “The portrait of Bianca Sforza 
emerged in a way that was guaranteed to alienate  
a crucial group of Leonardisti. It was trumpeted  
in the media before the basic research was  
complete and the press latched on to the story  
as a controversy, which they proceeded to stoke.  
A specialist telephoned out of the blue by the press 
asking about the ‘great new Leonardo’ is likely to 
react badly.” 

By contrast, there had been a consensus among 
scholars over Salvator Mundi before it was unveiled.

There was also another massive problem: the  
work had been seen and missed by some very 
powerful experts who should have recognised it.  
It had been sold by Christie’s New York, who 
identified it in 1998 as an anonymous German 
19th-century work. It fetched more than $21,000 
(£11,400) for its owner Jeanne Marchig, widow of  
a notable Swiss picture restorer: a high price for  
a picture of that type, but nothing compared  
with the £10 million price tag it could expect to 
command as an authentic Leonardo. As a result  

the auction house found itself involved in legal 
battles with Marchig, one of which was recently 
settled for an undisclosed sum. 

Moreover the buyer in 1998 was a leading dealer 
in Old Master drawings who also failed to identify  
it as a Leonardo before selling it on to its current 
owner for the same price she paid for it.

As Kemp remarks: “The auctioneer, the dealer 
who bought it and did not reattribute it before it was 
bought by its present owner, and the New York 
scholars (who would have seen it at least once) all 
have powerful reasons for not accepting the 
Leonardo attribution.”

Today La Bella Principessa is still privately owned 
– and for Kemp, who has never had any financial 
interest in the discovery, it’s been an instructive 
experience to reflect on.

“The serious point is that it shows, very 
dramatically, that what we accept as knowledge,  
right and wrong, is hugely coloured by how that 
knowledge emerges and who propagates it, 
particularly when such large sums of money are  
at stake,” he says.

Now working on an internet commentary on  
the 72-page Leonardo manuscript Codex Leicester, 
which is owned by Bill Gates, and planning a new 
book called Living With Leonardo, which lifts the  
lid on some of the forgeries and thefts he has  
come across over the years, Martin Kemp is 
commendably phlegmatic.

“For me, all of this is a small price to pay for 
getting to know the great genius that was Leonardo 
da Vinci,” he says. 

The Lost Leonardo26
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Days 17-19: Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco

Day 1: To theUSA. Flight from London/Manchester to
New York for a three night stay in the city centre.

Days 2-3: NewYork. See the incredible sights of the
‘Big Apple’ on our guided tour andManhattan cruise
leaving Day 3 free to explore.

Days 4-5:Washington. Travel toWashington for a two
night stay with a tour of the city’s famous landmarks.

Day 6: ToChicago. Leave by overnight sleeper train for
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.

Days 7-8: Chicago.Arrive in Chicago and take a city
tour, including the site of Al Capone’s headquarters
and theWillis Tower. Next day depart on theCalifornia
Zephyr overnight train into Iowa andNebraska.

Days 9-10: Denver. Spend a day in Denver, then a
day exploring the RockyMountain National Park and
Estes Park.

Day 11:Denver and RioGrande Railroad. Travel along
the route of the USA’s most scenic train, theDenver
and Rio Grande Railroad, past dramatic peaks and deep
ravines, for an overnight stay at Grand Junction.

Day 12: Durango.Visit Silverton, then take a
breathtaking ride on the historicDurango and Silverton

Railroad to theWildWest town of Durango.

Day 13:Monument Valley. Explore the rugged
landscape of Monument Valley, one of the USA’s most
famous locations before continuing to stay two nights
in Flagstaff.

Day 14: Flagstaff. Free day, perhaps to enjoy the
fabulous setting of Flagstaff.

Day 15: GrandCanyon. Travel in vintage carriages to
themajestic Grand Canyon, one of the world’s most
awe-inspiring sights, before travelling by overnight train
to Los Angeles.

Day 16: Los Angeles. Explore Los Angeles and spend a
night on board the RMSQueenMary, formerly a famous
ocean liner.

Days 17-19: San Francisco. Take theCoast Starlight
along the Pacific coast, past pristine beaches and
through the wine country of San Luis Obispo, to San
Francisco for a three night stay and sightseeing tour,
including the Golden Gate Bridge and Alcatraz.

Days 20-21: To London/Manchester.Overnight flight
back to London/Manchester, arriving onDay 21.

Experience a once in a lifetime rail journey across themost diverse country in theworld!
Your photo albumwill include the Statue of Liberty, theWhite House, theWildWest, the
Rockies, theGrandCanyon, Hollywood Boulevard, theGoldenGate Bridge and Alcatraz.

-MORE FROMOURAMERICANCOLLECTION-

- BOOK NOW -
or request a free brochure

01904 734 063
Our UK tour advisors are

here 7 days a week

www.GreatRail.comBOOK WITH 100% CONFIDENCE
FULLYBONDED, FULLYPROTECTED

Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are
per person based on 2 sharing. Terms and conditions apply.

T h e j o u r n e y i s j u s t t h e s t a r t o f t h e adventure
G R E A T R A I L
J O U R N E Y S

USACoast to Coast 21DAYHOLIDAY

New England in the Fall
10DAYS FROM £1,795

Spectacular colours and beautiful
mountain scenery come together on an

autumn rail adventure.

Days 17-19: Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco

EXCELLENT
VALUE

- With so much included -

41 departures between
10th April & 16th October 2013

21 day holiday from
£3,158

Scheduled flights London/Manchester
toNewYork&SanFrancisco to

London/Manchester

Rail andcoach travel

16nights’ hotel accommodation

3overnight train journeys in two-berth
roomettewithmeals included

5guidedcity tours

2harbour cruises

4 iconicAmtrak journeys&2 rail
journeysonheritage lines

Transfers and luggagehandling inUSA

Accompaniedbyaprofessional
TourManager

You couldn’t organise
the same inclusive holiday

yourself for less.

LA toNewYork by Rail
15DAYS FROM £2,595

Capture the true essence of the United
States as we travel coast to coast from

the Pacific to the Atlantic.

LiveLivethe adventure

Las Vegas & theGoldenWest
15DAYS FROM £2,225

Awe-inspiring scenery at theGrand
Canyon contrasts with the glitz and

glamour of Las Vegas on this rail holiday.

OXTM - USG - 18 OCT - FP.indd 1 14/09/2012 16:29
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Moritz’s £75 million donation will help students study 
at Oxford for years to come, writes John Garth

I would not be here today were it not for the 
generosity of strangers.” There could be no 
simpler justification for the act of philanthropy 
which, from this year forward, will enable 

students from poorer circumstances to take up places 
at Oxford without fear of debt. Billionaire Michael 
Moritz, who with his wife, author Harriet Heyman, 
has pledged a record-breaking £75 million to 
kickstart a £300 million student support 
programme, said he was inspired by how his parents 
had been welcomed in England as Jewish refugees 
fleeing Nazi terror. 

Moritz’s mother Doris arrived on the 
Kindertransport in 1937, some years after the arrival 
of his father Alfred – the son of a judge who had lost 
his job under the Nuremberg race laws. “They were 
both teenagers and neither of them knew anyone 
when they came here,” Moritz tells Oxford Today. “It’s 
the story of refugees and immigrants from oppression 
through the ages.” Scholarships saw both of them 
through school, and Alfred through Oxford; he 
went on to teach classics at University College, 
Cardiff. Their son, the sole 1973 Oxbridge entrant 
from Cardiff’s comprehensive Howardian School, 

read history at Christ Church. 
A questing spirit, after Oxford Moritz took an 

MBA at the Wharton School of the University  
of Pennsylvania with the help of a Thouron 
scholarship. Having worked on Isis while at Oxford 
(“wonderfully liberating”) he reported for Time  
and wrote popular histories of Apple and Chrysler 
before joining California’s Sequoia Capital in 1986. 
In 1999 he invested $25 million for Sequoia in a tech 
startup, then just a year old and still being run from 
a garage by a couple of graduate students. It was an 
understated internet search engine called Google. 

Sequoia Capital’s 10 per cent stake has paid off 
well, as have its early investments in Yahoo!, PayPal 
and other companies. Moritz does not discuss his 
personal wealth but Forbes puts it at $1.7 billion 
(£1.09 billion). Two years ago he learned that he had 
a rare and incurable degenerative condition, and in 
May this year he became Chairman of Sequoia 
Capital, concentrating his time on the firm’s 
investments rather than daily management.  

He remains intensively engaged, however. The 
idea of the Oxford gift came to him on one of his 
weekly 100-mile cycle rides. The night before, he 
had heard Vice-Chancellor Andrew Hamilton at an 
alumni event in San Francisco. “He raised the 
spectre of a rising financial burden associated with 
both fees and living costs at Oxford inhibiting 

MICHAEL MORITZ
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children from more straitened circumstances from 
applying. I thought this is one place where we could 
really make a difference.” 

He spoke with Professor Hamilton the next day 
and “it all came together quickly”. The Moritz-
Heyman gift will come in three tranches of  
£25 million, each matched by the equivalent of 
investment returns from £25 million of the 
University’s own endowment; the collegiate 
University is then challenged to match each £50 
million stage with a further £50 million. The total 
sum arrived at is, thus, £300 million. Moritz has “not 
a scintilla of doubt” that the additional £150 million 
can be raised. How? “We just ask people.”

A single Moritz-Heyman Scholarship provides 
£5,500 a year. With the annual non-repayable 
government grant of £3,250, this will cover upfront 
living costs. Tuition fees for bursary holders are 
being pegged at the 2011–12 level of £3,500 a year: a 
further £5,500 saving (with low-interest loans 
repayable only when income reaches £21,000, as 
usual). The package is therefore worth £33,000 over 
three years, £44,000 over four. The University will 
identify those eligible once a place has been offered. 

This year the first tranche of funding will provide 
100 scholarships, and at steady state, when all three 
pledges have been made and matched, the Moritz-
Heyman programme will fund a cohort of some 500 
students. The anticipated additional £150 million 
raised by the collegiate University will support other 
undergraduates from the most disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Overall, around 2,500 students – a 
quarter of Oxford’s undergraduate population – 
receive financial support already because of their 

family circumstances. Those in the lowest income 
bracket who do not become Moritz-Heyman 
Scholars will receive around £7,500 a year for every 
year of their course, in the form of bursaries and 
fee-waivers, with tapered provision made up to 
family income levels of £46,500. Thus there are 
many opportunities for other donors to support  
the 2,000 students – other than Moritz-Heyman 
Scholarships – who receive financial support, and 
contribute to this funding challenge.

Priority for the Scholarships will go to students  
whose home postcodes are under-represented in 
higher education, or who went to underperforming 
schools. Undergraduates taking ‘STEM subjects’ 
– science, technology, engineering and maths, will 
also receive priority. This was a mutual decision with 
University authorities, says Moritz, and he is 
passionate in its defence. “Science and the corpus of 
science has just blossomed in a manner that nobody 
100 years ago would ever have been able to imagine. 
Advanced societies have got to embrace the future, 
and to embrace the future you have to furnish your 
young people with the ability to develop, to be able 
to create breakthroughs.”

The money will also support a dedicated 
internship programme run by the University Careers 
Service. All Scholars will undertake an internship, 
probably during the long vac, which should boost 
their potential in the jobs market. Additionally, they 
will be asked to take part in voluntary outreach work 
(visits to schools, mentoring pupils, taking part in 
admissions fairs) to encourage further applications 
from under-represented areas. 

From the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School in 
London, where more than half of pupils are in the 
lowest income bracket, headteacher Jo Dibb said the 
scholarships could “help reverse what is true for many 
now: that the biggest determinant of their future is 
who their parents are and where they’re born”. 

Previously awarded the University’s Sheldon 
Medal after giving £25 million to Christ Church in 
2008, Moritz and Heyman felt that Oxford “was one 
of these places where if we concentrated a beam,  
the light would gradually dissipate to all sorts of 
other places in Britain”. One way it can do so is  
“to begin the conversation about how to provide 
meaningful undergraduate support for students 
attending all sorts of universities and colleges 
throughout Britain”. The other way is by opening 
doors for individuals. 

“I’ve been inspired by the examples of the 
founders of so many companies in Silicon Valley 
whose journey to greatness was lubricated by 
scholarships,” says Moritz. “Google’s book scanning 
and all the rest of it wouldn’t have been possible 
unless Sergey [Brin], one of the founders, had 
received a scholarship to go to university. 

“This is about giving gifts to a set of people who 
themselves will then be able to go on and really 
make a difference in whatever they choose to do.” 
The first Moritz-Heyman Scholars are already here 
at Oxford, this Michaelmas term. 
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(left) Michael Moritz in 
conversation with, among 
others, Prime Minister David 
Cameron and Chancellor Lord 
Patten

Meeting the 
challenge
There is a number 
of ways in which you 
can help meet the 
£150m challenge of 
supporting talented 
young students 
from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, 
including through 
named scholarships 
and bursaries. For 
further information 
please contact 
your college or 
Benjamin Plummer-
Powell at ben.
plummerpowell@
devoff.ox.ac.uk; 
+44(0)1865 611570

or visit www.
campaign.ox.ac.
uk/priorities 
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The newest batch of oxford undergraduates 
tell Josie Dixon their thoughts on tuition fees

M ichaelmas 2012 sees Oxford’s fi rst 
intake of undergraduates under 
the government’s new fees regime, 
which has tripled the cost of tuition. 

Controversy is unabated over the rights and wrongs: 
whether £9,000 per year is too much for students or 
too little for the University; whether student loans 
constitute a debt, a tax, or an investment; and 
whether a university education is a bargain, a rip-off, 
or simply priceless. I spoke to a selection of this 
year’s freshers, to gauge the mood and hear their 

views on what has changed (or not) under the new 
funding system.

I asked fi rst of all whether the new fee structure 
had caused a debate among their peers at school. 
“Massively!” recalls Evie Snow, now reading English 
and French at St Anne’s. “I went to a public school 
so the majority of students were already paying for 
education. That does mean most didn’t have many 
fi nancial worries, but many were also supported by 
the school, or often the army, so the idea of having 
to pay triple fees for university was not popular and 
caused a lot of heated discussion.” 

At a state sixth-form college in Huddersfi eld, Eliot 
Ball (maths and computer science, St John’s) recalls 
that “most of the student body were quite cross and 
disillusioned.” Elsewhere in the state sector, there was 
more resignation. Tess Colley (French, Worcester) 
comments: “To be honest, it almost didn’t [cause 
a debate]. It seemed inevitable, but it didn’t feel real 
– such huge amounts of money. Only a small 
minority went to the demonstrations.” However, 
Colley herself feels that, “[It’s] outrageous that 
people the year before me getting the same 
education are £6,000 a year better off, and the 
politicians setting the fees got theirs for free.”

In some quarters resentment followed outrage. 
Ball remarks that some of his contemporaries were 

CLASS 
OF 2012

What lies beyond? 
Montana Jackson, who 
matriculates this year, 
studies the horizon in 
New York City
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going to university “with a great chip on their 
shoulder – to their loss. It would be a brave step to 
take your grudge against the government and throw 
away your life.”  

So did it make a difference to applications? 
Montana Jackson (medicine, St Peter’s) thinks so. 
“Several friends didn’t apply for that reason,” she 
says. “There was not enough information – debt  
was a big deal and it turned a lot of people away.”

Countering the perception of fees as a financial 
deterrent remains a challenge for Oxford, 
particularly in combination with perceived social 
barriers. A recent survey by the Sutton Trust 
reported that nearly two-thirds of teachers in 
secondary state schools believe that Oxford takes 
less than one third of its students from the state 
sector, though the figure is in fact 57 per cent. Sir 
Ivor Crewe, Master of Univ, remarked in a recent 
college newsletter that Oxford “cannot offer places 
to bright 18-year-olds who don’t apply and they will 
not apply if their teachers are hostile or indifferent.” 

The answer to a bad press is better public relations, 
and students make the best ambassadors, helping  
to counteract the risk of increasing polarisation 
between the financially advantaged and 
disadvantaged in higher education. Seth Kitson,  
a 22-year-old coming to Oxford from St Andrews  

to study law as a second BA, is well-versed in the 
issues, having worked in widening access initiatives 
throughout his undergraduate years. “Part of me 
does die inside,” he says, at the talk of ‘crippling 
tuition fees’. He regards both sides of the debate  
as “guilty of misrepresentation”, but cites “narratives 
spun about huge up-front sums and the scale of 
debt” with “not enough coverage of scholarship 
schemes”. “Oxford has a good financial safety net  
for supporting students,” he maintains. “It’s in  
a hugely fortunate position with all its donors.” 

The UNIQ summer schools for state school 
students play an important part in Oxford’s 
widening access campaign. Montana Jackson admits 
she very nearly didn’t apply to Oxford, feeling 
“unsure that I would be up to it”. Thankfully she 
changed her mind. “The UNIQ summer school for 
medicine helped to break the stereotype – normal 
people can go as well!” 

For five days at LMH, summer school students 
lived like undergraduates, had a timetable with 
lectures and practical classes at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital, and role-played doctor-patient scenarios.  

“I met the lecturers, felt I could do this, went for it 
and got the place,” remembers Jackson. She is now 
mentoring others at her school. “It’s really rewarding 
to pass on advice – I wish that I’d had something 
similar.” Thanks to UNIQ and other outreach 
schemes at Oxford and Cambridge, Jackson’s school 
has had a record number of Oxbridge offers this 
year, though she feels “a lot of support from the 
teachers” was equally important. In light of this and 
many other issues, Oxford is investing enormous 
effort in programmes to support teachers and 
inform them of the University’s offering, both 
academic and financial. Oxford’s Student 
Recruitment team annually run a series of seven 
Regional Teachers’ Conferences and support new 
teachers in programmes for PGCE and Teach First.

On funding, Jackson says, “I’m quite lucky –  
there is a lot of help for lower income households; 
maximum help is pretty good and Oxford are 
matching the government maintenance grant.” This 
enables her to view her degree not in terms of value 
for money but “ just a great way to become a doctor.” 

Eliot Ball sees the funding issue as unproblematic, 
and had no qualms about taking out the full loan.  
In spite of controversies at school, he says he “never 
had a strong reaction – it’s always best to take a 
quantitative approach. As a taxpayer I’ll end up 
paying anyway, and it is a tax as a percentage of 
income, so the amount paid back is not really related 
to the amount borrowed. I feel I should be paying 
for my education as I am the main beneficiary.” 

Billy Smith of Long Island  
is studying engineering at 
Christ Church

‘Several friends didn’t apply 
for that reason. Debt was  
a big deal and it turned a lot 
of people away’

Michelle Lai from Hong 
Kong, reading English at 

Harris Manchester
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For others, the connection (financial or 
otherwise) between a degree and employment 
prospects is less clear-cut. Maura Collins, reading 
classics and oriental studies at St John’s, observes 
with regret that “a degree has increasingly become 
merely a means to a job. Perhaps it’s because I’m  
a bit of a romantic, but I like the idea that a large 
part of the reason for going to university is just to 
learn, explore and enjoy your subject. I think the 
humanities in particular are getting quite hard hit 
because of this, as there now needs to be a direct 
link to ‘usefulness’ and ‘practicality’, which is more 
obvious in a science subject.

“I have had a lot of questions from friends and 
family about my degree and job prospects, but to  
be honest, I think there’s no point wasting your life 
doing something you don’t enjoy.”

A passion which transcends financial concerns 
came across in many of the interviews. Several 
referred to Oxford as a “dream” and a long-held 
ambition, but there were other passions in evidence, 
too. As a Scottish student, Collins had the option of 
having her fees paid at a Scottish university, but says: 
“I had my heart set on religions and languages of the 
east alongside classics. Oxford is the only university 
in Britain which offers the combination of Sanskrit 
and classical Greek at undergraduate level.” She also 
opted to take a gap year in 2011-12, which meant 
that paying triple fees was a conscious choice, as the 
price of more valuable experiences. 

Evie Snow made a similar decision in order to 
spend a year teaching and working for human rights 
in Togo, West Africa, and her animation about the 

country and its people (“The nicest I’ve ever met”)  
is inspiring. We discussed the disjunction between 
all this and Oxford; I recalled my own gap year with 
tuberculosis patients in a children’s hospital in Peru, 
and understood Snow’s qualms about the transition 
ahead (“I keep wondering whether it will be too much 
of a difference to reconcile”), but it was clear there 
would be no regrets, regardless of the financial stakes. 

The dramatic changes felt by Oxford’s home 
students at the loss of government funding are not, 
of course, the whole story. Hannah Searson (English 
and French, St Anne’s) hails from Jersey; fees for 
‘islands’ students were previously higher than for 
home students and have now been brought into line 
at £9,000, though they have to pay the same college 
fees as international students. Searson could have 
gone to university in France, but wanted to study 
English as part of her degree, and alternatives in the 
USA remain “way more expensive”. The same point 
was made by Billy Smith of Long Island, who decided 
to apply to study engineering at Christ Church after 
attending an orientation event run by Oxford in 
New York. His friends at NYU have the highest debts 
on graduation (he cites tuition fees of $60-65,000); 
in this context, Oxford is a bargain, and its tutorial 
system (compared with engineering classes of  
20-60 at Princeton) has the edge over Ivy League 
universities. Smith’s academic goal is the 
“intellectual shell shock” that comes from being 
individually challenged in a way that is just not 
possible in a lecture hall.

Michelle Lai, coming from Hong Kong to read 
English at Harris Manchester, sees Oxford’s 
international fees as “high but stable. Having my 
parents as my financial sponsors means that I don’t 
have to worry about debts upon graduation, but it 
does make me realise that £20,000 a year doesn’t 
come without sacrifice. In a way, this makes me value 
my opportunity to study for a degree abroad and at 
one of the world’s finest universities even more.”

Parental sacrifice was also a theme among home 
students, but with comparatively little warning of the 
sums required – unlike international students with 
college funds started at birth – more drastic measures 
were being taken. Jackson cited parents of twins who 
were selling the family house to raise funds for their 
university education, and suggested that higher 
income households with larger outgoings may 
experience more of a deterrent than those at the 
lower end of the income spectrum where greater 
help is available.  

Without exception the students interviewed 
resisted seeing this as a merely financial equation. 
“The worth of a degree cannot be directly measured 
against money,” says Lai. “Studying for a degree is 
part of a journey: the knowledge, the life-enhancing 
experiences and the friendship one gains are 
something that money cannot buy.” 

Josie Dixon (University College, 1983) is a publishing and research 
training consultant, with more than 60 university clients in the 
UK, Europe and the USA.

(top) Tess Colley, studying 
French at Worcester, is 
annoyed that those a year 
above her are paying £6,000 
less for their education; 
(above) Montana Jackson, 
who is reading medicine, says 
the fees have put her friends 
off taking courses
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Aung San Suu Kyi returns to Oxford for the first time since her studies 
in the 1960s, taking time out to speak, exclusively, to John Garth
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immaculate four-wheel drives stand beside  
the Principal’s lodging; dark-suited figures 
move purposefully across the gravel. a 
paparazzo, pointing a telephoto across the 

lawn from the southern gate, is shooed away. rarely 
has any oxford college assumed such tight security. 
Morning sunlight shines on the window seat at St 
Hugh’s, and upon the most celebrated political 
internee since Nelson Mandela: aung San Suu Kyi, 
here to speak exclusively to Oxford Today in the only 
UK print interview during her historic visit. 

Not since President Mandela’s visit 10 years ago 
has the University welcomed an international figure 
of such broad appeal. yet daw Suu’s power remains 
as yet unratified by her nation, and a more fitting 
comparison might be with Mahatma Gandhi, who  
in 1931 spoke to indian students here about 
enfranchising the subcontinent’s untouchables. 
later on in the same day, at Encaenia, to  
a standing ovation from a packed Sheldonian, daw 
Suu (as she is known by her Burmese honorific) 
would make a similar appeal for the rights and 
freedoms that might permit Burma’s young people 
to experience “a bit of oxonian Shangri-la” – 
student life as she enjoyed it in oxford in the 1960s.

She walks into the Principal’s dining room with 
her trademark flower in her hair – today, a butter-
yellow rose chosen from among the many flowers 
she was given by well-wishers on arrival in oxford 
the day before, her 67th birthday. the lineaments of 
her face are beginning to suggest someone in her 
sixties. But the lines at her 
eyes imply laughter rather 
than her sorrows since  
last in oxford. She was 
obscure then: living in 
Park town as wife of 
Wolfson research fellow 
Michael aris and mother of two sons. When she flew 
to rangoon to nurse her dying mother in 1988, 
embattled democracy campaigners seized on her as 
a figurehead: her father aung San had led Burma to 
indepence in 1947 (he was assassinated the same 
year). Even the military junta accorded her a 
measure of grudging respect, fearing repercussions 
if it inflicted upon aung San’s daughter the tortures, 
long imprisonments or permanent disappearances  
it meted out to others. But she has endured a feline 
cruelty including 15 years under house arrest; at its 
worst, she was ambushed, beaten up and briefly 
consigned to the notorious prison system. 

in her absence, several biographers and even  
a filmmaker, luc Besson, have portrayed her battle 
with the Burmese authorities with all the drama it 
surely merits. She has not read the books or seen  
the films (“i would find them embarrassing”) and 
her own account of her time under house arrest is 
understated. “i like people; i’m fond of my friends,” 
she says. “But i’ve never had any difficulty staying 
alone, and that helped me a great deal. So when 
people talk about my strength i’m a little surprised, 
because i have not found it particularly trying.”

She makes no reference to her personal sacrifice: 
how her family in oxford were eventually shut out of 
Burma; how, when Michael aris was dying of cancer 
in 1999, she faced the agonising choice between  
her husband and the country whose democratic 
aspirations she had come to embody. Knowing the 
junta would never allow her back if she left, she 
stayed in Burma, and endured further years under 
house arrest from 2003 to 2010. 

“i would have had to abandon my colleagues who 
were going through a much more difficult time than 
anybody in England,” she recalls. “My highs and lows 
had a lot to do with what my party was going through 
outside. i had access to shortwave radio so i always 
knew what was happening in general, and i heard 
that my colleagues were going through very difficult 
times, and of arrests of more of our members. But  
i didn’t have tremendous mood swings.”

She kept her spirits up with piano playing and 
thoughts of her alma mater. “Memories of oxford 
have helped me, and what i learned at oxford – not 
just in the lecture rooms but from my friends.” She 
was to expand on the theme later in her speech at 
Encaenia, declaring: “oxford is a place of tremendous 
broad-mindedness. Nobody discriminates against 
anybody else because he or she may be different,  
or may not have achieved as much as others. Every 
human being is expected to have a value and  
a dignity of her kind or his kind. and that’s why, 
throughout the years when i was struggling for 
human rights in Burma, i felt i was doing something 

of which my old university would have approved. 
and to feel the approval behind me has helped me  
a great deal.”

a passion for writing – in the 1980s she had been 
hoping to develop a career as an author – could not 
be pursued under house arrest: “i didn’t want to 
keep papers which might be taken away from me.” 
But she found escape in reading, among other 
things, the spy fiction of John le Carré – as she  
was to reveal at Encaenia, when the author also 
received an Honorary doctorate under his real 
name, david Cornwell. (the two sat together like 
naughty children, separated by an aisle and a long 
stretch of empty bench from a third honorand, 
Baroness Manningham-Buller, former Mi5 chief.)

daw Suu was released in November 2010, days 
after a rigged election which kept the military junta 
in power under the veneer of a new civilian 
government. in an incredible turnaround, she was 
permitted this april to take part in elections, and 
then to assume the parliamentary seat she won for 
the National league for democracy (Nld). only 
since then has she felt able to leave Burma with the 
confidence that she would be able to return.

Portrait  
of a lady

‘When i was struggling for human rights in 
Burma i felt i was doing something of which 
my old university would have approved’

Aung San Suu Kyi  
attends Encaenia, Oxford 
University, 20 June 2012
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aung San Suu Kyi

‘i’ve always been in the  
world of politics and i’ve 
never thought of myself  
as a guiding light’

the interview at St Hugh’s on Wednesday 20 June 
comes in the midst of an itinerary that would have 
laid low a lesser soul: she flew to Geneva the previous 
thursday, then to Norway to receive her Nobel Peace 
Prize (awarded originally in 1991) and her rafto 
Prize for human rights; to dublin to be given an 
amnesty international award by Bono of U2; to 
london to speak at the lSE; and to oxford and  
a private birthday party at St Hugh’s. She’s just had 
breakfast with a delegation from St antony’s, where 
dr aris held a fellowship. We have just 13 minutes to 
speak. yet she seems serenely relaxed, shifting easily 
between gravitas and warmth, and saying she’s looking 
forward to “taking part in the fun of Encaenia”.

She commands attention: until i start seeing hand 
signals in the background counting off the minutes 
left, i forget there are at least half a dozen other 
people in the room all focused on this interview.  
i’m surprised to find myself thinking of Margaret 
thatcher, though there is only calm assurance 
where the iron lady inclined to stridency. it’s the 
same combination of very precise pre-Estuary 
English, combined with a certain steeliness in 
refusing to be led where she does not wish to go. 

Has the visit to oxford been bittersweet, i ask, 
thinking of dr aris and of the life she left behind  
in March 1988, when her sons alexander and  
Kim were 14 and 10 years old respectively. “No 
bitterness,” she says. “all sweet. it’s been wonderful 
meeting old friends again; and oxford makes me 
feel that i am still part of the family, that i belong to 
oxford.” She mentions that after the birthday party 
in her honour at St Hugh’s last night, she sat on her 
bed chatting about old times with ann Pasternak 
Slater, former St anne’s English don, who as a fellow 
fresher had taken her under her wing back in 1964.

Her affection for England seems strange in a child 
of the liberator aung San, i suggest. “Not at all,” she 
disagrees. “My father said in some of his speeches 
that the English may have been our enemies because 
they had colonised the country but there were many 
things we could learn from them. and he liked the 
English, there were qualities about the English that 
he admired, and he had a big enough heart and also 
enough confidence in himself to say this openly.”

daw Suu read PPE, matriculating at St Hugh’s  
in 1964. But she insists: “i was looking at politics 
rather from the point of view 
of an outsider; just studying it, 
not being involved in it.” 
Would she put herself on the 
political spectrum at all now? 
“No, i wouldn’t, because 
Burma is not yet a working 
democracy, and if we’re going 
to find ourselves fixed places on the political 
spectrum before we’ve even achieved the basics  
of democracy, i think we would be in danger of  
very rigid conditions in the future.” 

the answer follows a pause, as if she’s weighing up 
a chessboard of consequences. and as globetrotting 
ambassador for the Burmese opposition, heaped 

with honours by the free world, daw Suu may now 
seem a queen on that chessboard. But is she really 
just a pawn in a prolonged barter between the 
Burmese government and the capitalist West over 
the country’s markets and resources, as they open up 
again after years of isolationism and sanctions? “i’ve 
never felt i was a pawn of any person, any country or 
any organisation,” she observes. “i’m doing what i’m 
doing because i believe in it. i think it would be very, 
very unfair to the West to describe them as using me 
as a pawn, because many Western countries and 
organisations have been genuinely helpful.”

She elucidates her new policy of promoting 
business with Burma rather than urging sanctions. 
“Now, because of the economic opportunities, there 
will probably be businesses which would be more 
interested in what kind of profits they may make out 
of the country than in what kind of benefits they can 
bring to it. this is why i keep insisting that we want 
democracy-friendly, human rights-friendly investment, 
and people who aren’t involved in the business world 
should help us by keeping up awareness of what 
these businesses are doing, how they are investing 
and with whom they are working in Burma. are they 

Aung San Suu Kyi in 
conversation with chancellor 
Lord Patten
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she dismisses the question. “i’ve always been in the 
world of politics, whether you call it murky or not, 
and i’ve never thought of myself as a guiding light.  
i don’t give long guiding-light-like speeches; i always 
present to people what i think are the important 
issues of the day.” 

in 10 years’ time, she says, “i think Burma will  
be in a much better position, but how much better 
depends first of all on the commitment of our 
people and secondly on the responsible 
understanding of the international community.”

the way forward, she stresses, depends on the 
goodwill and integrity not just of President thein 
Sein, but of the entire government and military. yet 
the very event which brought her back to Burma in 
1988 was an apparent democratisation that turned 
abruptly into brutal, murderous repression. Surely 
history suggests the government and military cannot 
be trusted? 

“i don’t think we should be shackled by history.  
i think we should use history to teach us better.” and 
if the current phase of democratisation in Burma 
were to prove another false dawn? “Well, we’ll have 
to keep on working for the real dawn to arrive.”

(below, from the top) daw Suu 
is greeted with enthusiasm at 
encaenia; with husband michael 
Aris in rehana Hyder’s room,  
St Hilda’s, 1976

strengthening the same old people who have had  
a grip on the country for the last few decades, or  
are they really empowering new people, helping to 
spread the fruits of democracy in the country?”

She repeatedly refers to the country as Burma,  
a habit which provoked an official demand, days 
later, that she “respect the constitution” by calling  
it Myanmar, in accordance with the junta’s 1989 fiat. 
(in fact, both names originate in the name of the 
country’s ethnic majority.)

So the battle continues between democracy and 
military dictatorship. the ultimate resolution to  
all this is far from clear but daw Suu focuses on the 
ground that has been gained. “the number of MPs 
we have in the National assembly is small, but on  
the other hand we have very good relations with the 
ethnic nationality parties who are represented in the 
National assembly and that’s a tremendous strength, 
as we can prove that we can work together in unity.”

the same week she has been accused of failing to 
speak up for the Muslim rohingya minority being 
persecuted in western Burma. yet when i ask if her 
emergence into the murky world of pragmatic 
politics threatens to tarnish a gleaming reputation, 

John Garth is a freelance 
writer and regular 
contributor to oxford 
today, the OU staff 
magazine Blueprint and 
author of tolkien and the 
Great War. He read English 
at St Anne’s, worked for 
many years as a news 
sub-editor on the London 
Evening Standard, and 
has reviewed books for several 
national UK papers. He lives 
in Oxford with his wife 
Jessica and daughter Lorelei. 
www.johngarth.co.uk
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l   
et us return to oxford in the mid-1960s,  
to a midsummer night’s dreamlike setting 
of aquatint sky and silvery stone at Queen’s 
Commemoration Ball on 18 June 1966.  

in a group of carefree celebrants including my elder 
brother tariq (to Hyder, Queen’s 1963), aung San 
Suu Kyi was ethereal in a snow-white silk tunic and 
matching brocade sarong, her ink-black hair 
adorned with matching velvet bow. She made the 
other begowned belles look like Christmas trees.  
at midnight, after dancing to the band of the 
moment the Hollies belting out ‘Bus Stop’, we all 
returned to our table where Suu was surprised – to 
her childlike delight – with a birthday cake from her 
friends! it was her 21st birthday, and this was the 
conclusion of her second year reading PPE.  

later Suu and i left for St Hugh’s, where, as a 
12-year-old visitor, i was sharing her pretty, well-kept 
room. in her very particular way, she assured me the 
bed was “freshly made up”. When i awoke she was 
up, fresh as the morning dew, in brilliant white jeans 

Aung San Suu Kyi on  
20 june 2012, her first visit  
to Oxford university since 
leaving in 1988

We were asked, about 1980, to set up the type for 
the text for a Bhutanese passport by Dr Aris, 
husband of Aung San Suu Kyi. This was well before 
her long period of house arrest in Burma and her 
Nobel Prize. 

The late Dr Aris had been the tutor of the 
Bhutanese royal family’s children before coming 
to Oxford as a fellow of Wolfson College. Their two 
boys were at the Dragon School and the family 
lived in Park Town, with a Bhutanese terrier which 
they said was then the only one in Britain.

We had at the Press a fine fount of handset 
Tibetan type. It was one of the most elegant of  
our exotic types, and has been compared with 
aubretia tumbling over a Cotswold wall. We 
supplied reproduction pulls of the text for the 
passport printers: we were confidential printers 
(notable examination papers) but not of security 
material (like passports and banknotes).

Apparently there had been little need for people 
in Bhutan to have a passport until then, but things 
needed regularising. Bhutan had only two 
embassies at that time, to India and to the United 
Nations in New York (which paid our bill).

Aung San Suu Kyi was a lovely person: when she 
was walking in Oxford’s elegant backwater people 
used to admire her absolute serenity and beauty, 
and compared her with the mythical Zuleika 
Dobson. The Burmese generals may wish she  
was mythical.
Richard Russell, former printer at OUP

a woman of letters

a MEMoir
Rehana Hyder reflects upon her time 
with Aung San Suu Kyi at Oxford

and shirt, dashing off to participate in a punting 
party. later i was served a breakfast in bed of 
cornflakes, milk and jam by Suu and her friend ann 
(niece of Boris Pasternak, author of Dr Zhivago).

later that day Suu took me to an enchanting  
al fresco lunch at a riverside restaurant where we  
sat picnic-style on the lawns, enjoying an array of 
delicacies. i learnt afterwards this was the famous 
trout inn. i found her company relaxing, and 
refreshingly different from the simpering 
condescension i was subjected to by some of the 
other students.                                                                            

My final memory of Suu in the 1960s is her 
gracing a dinner at the elegant Elizabeth, then 
oxford’s premier restaurant, given by my parents 
(my father then being Pakistan’s ambassador to 
Egypt) for tariq and friends. Up to that point, i had 
only seen her at these sorts of occasions as a minor, 
but eventually my own narrative caught up with Suu’s 
when i went up to St Hilda’s in 1972, to read history.

When Suu heard my news, she was delighted that i 
was going to oxford, which she wrote was “ just the 
right size, like an oyster” for a teenager entering the 
world. She was now married to the eminent 
tibetologist Michael aris. during my initial years at 
oxford, Suu and Michael were travelling in the far 
East, Michael being tutor to the King of Bhutan’s 
sons. following their firstborn son alexander’s 
arrival in 1973 they settled in oxford, where Michael 
was appointed fellow in tibetan and Himalayan 
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Rehana Hyder (St Hilda’s, 1972) read modern history at Oxford.
She was founding Joint Secretary of Islamabad’s Oxford and 
Cambridge Society from 1982 and UNDP Pakistan’s desk officer 
for Energy from 1983. She’s now based in Islamabad, writing for 
various publications and working for her consultancy company 
Energy, Environment and Development 

studies at St John’s and St antony’s. they 
materialised for me like an oasis of calm in my 
frenzied final year (1975-76); Michael soft-spoken, 
Suu walking with me up and down the High, and 
both accompanying me to critical classes for moral 
support. it was like having an elder sister in town, yet 
now that i was engaged in my own studies, i had a 
deeper appreciation for her own intellect. She 
remained youthful and serene, but with added layers 
of marriage, motherhood, ongoing research into 
Burmese affairs and the maintenance of a constant 
connection with her mother in Burma to remind us 
that oxford was a setting. it was a backdrop to 
something else; it was not the only narrative.

When my younger brother Saad (SS Hyder, lMH 
1981) went up to oxford from Harrow in the early 
1980s, Suu continued as his guardian. Michael, in 
addition to his fellowship commitments, was 
pursuing the establishment of oxford’s Centre for 
tibetan and Himalayan Studies, with which his 
brother, tibetologist anthony aris, is now involved. 
Suu herself was assisting Michael in his Himalayan 
studies work, and researching a biography of her 
father. their family life centred around a Victorian 
house in Park town, North oxford. it became a 
haven for Saad likewise; he went there often to have 
Sunday lunch with them, chat to alexander and 
“teach” their adorable younger son Baba (Kim, born 
in 1977) to read phrases like “see the ducks”. 

i visited oxford in summer 1984 and it was a treat 
to spend afternoons with Suu, chatting in that cool, 
cork-floored kitchen. i remember walking around 
North oxford together with Baba in tow. i recall 
Suu showing me her study of her illustrious father, 
Aung San (1984, Queensland University Press). 

though we had no inkling then – nor had she – of 
her imminently leaving for good her idyllic existence 
beneath the dreaming spires, Suu had no option 
other than returning ‘home’ in 1988 when first her 
mother suffered a stroke, and then her country (in 

nationwide agitation for representative government) 
called. Her decision, as she has recently noted, was 
dictated by her Burmese identity and Buddhist faith. 
to quote her most celebrated speech, ‘freedom 
from fear’ (reproduced in Oxford Today following 
her Nobel Prize award in 1991): “it is not power that 
corrupts, but fear; fear of losing power corrupts 
those who wield it, and fear of the scourge of power 
corrupts those who are subject to it.” it’s worth 
remembering that she dedicated the US $1.3 million 
Nobel Prize money to the establishment of a trust 
for health and education in Burma. 

the determination to help free her compatriots 
from military rule kept her in Burma for more than 
two decades. after a quarter of a century of braving 
baptisms of fire – bayonets, imprisonment, and 
loneliness – she has emerged to face her former 
captors as equal negotiator, elected MP and leader 
of Burma’s opposition as head of the National 
league for democracy (Nld). 

as a family we feel privileged and proud of this 
association with the woman all Burma calls ‘the 
lady’. the only concerns her true friends now have 
are her safety, her success, and her unspoilt nature. 
While the first two can be prayed for and aspired to, 
on the third count one is confident: when we were 
able to speak to her on the telephone for the first 
time in ages, she sounded exactly the same! 
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Nobel Prize-winner  
Aung San Suu Kyi, dubbed 
‘The Lady’ by her many 
Burmese supporters

daw Suu among friends 
(including Tariq Hyder,  
above centre) during her 
Oxford years
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Ancient Anatolia - The Origins of Belief

15 - 27 September 2013
An historical journey through the ancient
land of Anatolia is an extraordinary voyage of
discovery. Travel with Lavinia Byrne to the very
cradle of Western belief.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/anatolia

The Golden Road to Samarkand

4 - 18 October 2013
Journey through some of the world’s oldest Silk
Road cities on an enlightening tour through
Central Asia led by Lavinia Byrne, with a series
of talks on the Silk Road throughout.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/samarkand

History of Medicine
in Spain andMorocco

27 September - 11 October 2013
History, medicine and culture intertwine on
this enthralling journey through southern Spain
and Morocco with Professor John Pearn.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/morocco

The Silk Road - China and Kyrgyzstan

7 - 22 June 2013
Travel through dramatic landscapes along
the greatest East-West trade route that ever
existed and experience cultures that stretch
back many centuries, led by Lavinia Byrne.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/silkroad

The Trail of the Tea Horse -
Yunnan and Tibet

12 - 29 September 2013
Travel from remote southwest China to
Tibet, encountering rich ethnic diversity and
magnificent landscapes on the way.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/tibet

History of Medicine Cruise

3 - 14 September 2013
Cruise from Venice to Istanbul via the Corinth
Canal, with shore visits and lectures on the
history of medicine in the region, with speaker
Dr Simon Chaplin.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/hmed

Georgia and Armenia -
Historical and Contemporary

18 May - 1 June 2013
Explore the real heart of Georgia and Armenia,
its history and its contemporary society, amidst
spectacular mountain landscapes.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/georgia

Burma - The Road toMandalay

18 February - 5 March 2013
A beautiful land with a rich culture going
through momentous changes – now is the time
to visit this deeply rewarding destination on a
sensitively-designed cultural tour.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/burma

The Frankincense Trail -
Oman and Jordan

22 March - 4 April 2013
Frankincense was worth its weight in gold in
the ancient world, leaving fabulous wealth and
fascinating stories in its wake.

www.jonbainestours.co.uk/oman



T oday, Oxford’s independent student 
newspaper Cherwell will now and again 
drop Rupert Murdoch’s name into 
lengthy lists of ‘alumni’. But if you look 

through the archives, you won’t find any Murdoch 
juvenilia troubling the margins of the 1950s editions, 
nor any signs of his characteristic editorial control. 
Rather, he is credited simply as the paper’s ‘Publicity 
Manager’ since his involvement extended simply to 
advertising and managing finances. Rumours exist, 
however, that he at one time considered buying 

Cherwell, and knowing the style and history of the 
paper, it’s curious that he didn’t indeed do that.

This is because, while situated at the heart of just 
the kind of antiquated, elite institution which 
Murdoch frequently claims to detest, Cherwell has, 
ever since its inception, vocalised the feelings of 
those who prefer to take Oxford with a pinch of salt. 
It has always tried mercilessly to point out delusions 
of grandeur and unsettle sensitive dispositions with 
hot scoops and – supposedly – scandalous gossip. 
Each successive generation of editors continues  

WHO 
GUARDS THE 
GUARDIANS?
Chris Baraniuk examines British journalism and the special 
role student newspaper Cherwell has played in it 



(above, top) Rupert Murdoch 
(Worcester, 1950), Cherwell’s 
former Publicity Manager; 
(above) Cherwell newspaper 
today 
 

Sculptor Oscar Nemon at work in number 10 
Downing Street creating a bust of Prime Minister 

Harold Macmillan – a year later, in 1960,  
Macmillan was voted Chancellor of the University
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to proclaim that the paper is indispensable, often 
cheeky, irreverent, edgy and up-to-date.

There is, in the minds of those who have 
controlled Cherwell, a sentiment of which Murdoch 
would surely approve. It’s a simple, near-primal 
desire to get a story, get it first, and, wherever 
possible, profit thereby. The wry title card at the 
beginning of the 1940 Cary Grant and Rosalind 
Russell hit, His Girl Friday, describes the view of 
journalists which our culture, sometimes, celebrates: 
“It all happened in the ‘dark ages’ of the newspaper 

game – when to a reporter ‘getting the story’  
justified anything short of murder.” This line 
captures the thrill of reporting and the occasionally 
regrettable consequences. It suggests that the hunt 
for a scoop and the responsibility of the press 
towards safeguarding democratic principles may not 
always sit well together. 

In his opening comments to his Inquiry, Lord 
Justice Leveson said: “The press provides an 
essential check on all aspects of public life. That is 
why any failure within the media affects all of us.  
At the heart of this Inquiry, therefore, may be one 
simple question: who guards the guardians?” His 
reference to Juvenal’s saying ‘quis custodiet ipsos 
custodes’ is not to be missed, for it highlights the 
paradox of self-regulation while (in this context) still 
attempting to give journalists some benefit of the 
doubt. That is because they remain, in a democratic 
society, guardians of justice and free speech.

I want, in this article, to capture (or at least hint 
at) the youthful entrepreneurialism that gives 
Cherwell – or any respectable student newspaper – its 
real verve. That entrepreneurialism, largely absent 
from the evidence given to Leveson’s Inquiry, has 
nothing immediately to do with ethics; rather, it’s 
about making waves. Almost all the former editors I 
have interviewed talk about their time at Cherwell in 
a way which is at once hazy, nostalgic and modest. 
But most agree that the ‘real world’ of professional 
journalism is miles apart from their achievements as 
student editors, despite the fact that those 
achievements showered them with Fleet Street 
contacts and directly influenced their later careers.

Cherwell has one, poorly remembered (though 
entirely true) founding myth. Two years after he 

helped to establish the newspaper in 1920, 
undergraduate George Edinger set out to fool 
Oxford with one of his characteristic ‘rags’ or 
pranks. It was to be his greatest. As a means of 
proving that the new fashion for discussing Freudian 
psychoanalysis was nothing but a pretentious 
affectation, Edinger set up a hoax in which he 
tricked all of Oxford into believing he was an 
esteemed German professor of psychology, Dr Emil 
Busch. ‘Busch’ gave an address full of unintelligible 
psycho-babble to a packed audience in Oxford’s 
town hall and answered questions from the many 
interested dons and students who took it seriously. 
Following rapturous applause, Busch disappeared 
into the adoring crowd and made a quiet exit.

Whether or not Cherwell had known all along,  
the story goes that out of all the hacks present at  
the meeting, it was the Cherwell reporter alone who 
had the initiative to pursue ‘Busch’ through the 
streets and unveil his true identity. Edinger’s 
foundation of Cherwell ensured that the story would 
be published as an exclusive and in the article which 
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(above, from top) David Hukin, 
Cherwell’s photographer  
(c. 1958–62) taking 
photographs from the roof 
of The Queen’s College; a 
mason creating replacement 
gargoyles for the Sheldonian 

Cherwell44

Chris Baraniuk (Somerville, 2006) lives and works in London. 
He has completed the first draft of a book about the history of 
Cherwell newspaper

shortly appeared, ‘The Truth About Dr Emil Busch’, 
Edinger waxed lyrical about his prank: “At the 
moment we all feel very pleased with ourselves.” He 
added, “Anyhow, let our intellectuals learn to laugh 
at themselves. The fact Dr Busch does not exist did 
not prevent many people from having heard of him.”

Bigger newspapers adored this quaint example of 
an Oxford scoop, and the hoax was written about in 
both the Evening Standard and the Daily Mail once 
Cherwell tipped them off. 

In the early days, this kind of chicanery was 
Cherwell’s prime method for getting attention. But  
as a quirky literary magazine morphed into a tabloid 
newspaper during the 1950s, the size and tone of 
Cherwell scoops changed. Suddenly there were stories 
about secret abortions, drug abuse and exposés of 
respected academics. In 1956, Cherwell planned to 
publish a survey about student life. A rumour 
escaped to the national press that the as-yet 
unpublished questionnaire would ask students 
personal questions about their sex lives and religious 
beliefs. A flurry of phone calls swept the Cherwell 
office and after two weeks of bidding, the editor sold 
an exclusive deal to Illustrated magazine for £600 
(now worth £10,500). For a survey whose results 
were anything but shocking or surprising, the 
amount of money that changed hands demonstrates 
that value was clearly placed not on the actual 
material of the poll, but on the idea of an Oxford 
scoop as something which was somehow significant.

This is a theme which constantly re-surfaces. 
Cherwell editors knew they had a unique selling  
point and that the national press’s fetish for 
Oxbridge news was in many ways their greatest ally. 
Indeed, sometimes Cherwell, being at Oxford, being 
a prominent publication, felt that it had the power 
and even the duty to act on issues that really 
mattered. Sir Nicholas Lloyd, former editor of the 
News of the World and the Daily Express, remembered  
a concerted campaign to stop the rustications of 
“freshmen lovers” (undergraduates found with  
a woman in their rooms).

Actively engineering a story was, as much as 
uncovering one, seen as a valid way of breaking 
news. The unspoken truth that Oxford is a relatively 
unexciting place meant that editors were eager to 
throw their weight behind fundraisers and political 
campaigns that would imbue their front pages with  
a sense of the important; a sense of the now. When 
Jonathan Freedland edited Cherwell in Michaelmas 
1987, he helped orchestrate a campaign to free 
Jewish physicist Boris Nadgorny, a so-called 
refusenik, from the clutches of the Soviet Empire. 
Nadgorny, whose scientific research had all but 
stopped thanks to sanctions placed against him by 
Gorbachev’s regime, sought an exit visa but had been 
denied one. It was the Oxford Campaign for Soviet 
Jewry, supported by Cherwell, that would succeed in 
freeing him through a telephone blockade of the 
Soviet embassy in London and an extraordinary 
event at which Sergei Shilov, cultural attaché to 
then-ambassador Leonid Zamyatin, was ambushed 

and dialled into a phone call with Nadgorny in front 
of hundreds of Oxford students. He was obliged, 
there and then, to promise Nadgorny the exit visa.

Freedland’s memories of the post-event interview 
with Nadgorny are stirring. “Even the idea of a 
phonecall to Moscow was itself very dramatic,” he 
told me. “A crackly line and a guy with heavily 
accented English saying, ‘All I want to do is to be 
free.’ The emotions ran very high.” But Freedland 
also commented on how this moment influenced  
his conception of working in newspapers, thinking: 
“‘Yeah, this is what journalism is going to be.’ And 
really journalism is very rarely like that. If anything, 
it was never really like that again.”

The guardianship of free speech and democratic 
principles is plain to see in back issues of Cherwell. 
Although many editors now dismiss the front-page 
stories for which they were once responsible, the 
brash headlines now consigned to dusty archives still 
speak volumes. While questions such as “who guards 
the guardians” must be asked, of both student 
journalists and old hacks, the actions of certain 
scurrilous scribblers do not represent all headline-
hunters. There are some scoops which deserve to  
be romanticised – and those in student newspapers 
are, it seems to me, all the easier to cherish.

When I spoke to Roger Alton, now Executive 
Editor of The Times, about Cherwell, he captured  
the original feeling of excitement over seeing the 
newspaper come to life. “You’d sit there while you 
could see the presses roll producing your little paper 
and you’d think, ‘Fucking hell, this is exciting...’” 
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To see a gallery of images by former 
Cherwell photographer David Hukin, 
visit www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk 
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It was close to midnight. The heady moment 
of sipping spirits and chatting in the SCR after 
The Queen’s College Old Members’ Dinner had 
arrived. Dr BS Chandrasekhar, a smartly dressed 

retired Indian professor who had matriculated at 
Oxford in 1949, bumped into me, a British journalist 
and more recent alumna of Queen’s. I had just come 
back to the UK after several years of working in 
Mumbai. I was stunned to meet someone from India 
who had been at the same college as me 41 years 
earlier; he was equally surprised to meet a British 
Queen’s alumnus who had worked so recently in his 
booming homeland. We stayed in touch after the 

dinner and met up a few months later to talk at 
greater length.

Indians have been studying at Oxford since 1871. 
But as Chandrasekhar informs me, “It was mostly 
the children of maharajahs and sons of wealthy 
families who went to Oxford from India before 
the Rhodes Scholarships were introduced in 1947.” 
He is the earliest surviving Indian Rhodes Scholar, 
since the four who came to Oxford in the two years 
before him (1947 and 1948) have passed away. In 
Chandrasekhar’s year, 1949, only one scholarship 
was awarded to an Indian out of a population in 
India of 350 million.

Aged 84, he is not from a wealthy family. He came 
from an intellectual, academically-oriented family in 
Bangalore who lived in a six-room house where they 
rolled out mattresses on the fl oor to sleep on at night. 
“Life was simple but comfortable,” he says. “I grew up 
appreciating European and classical Indian music and 
we would go to the cinema to see Charlie Chaplin 
movies. Slums, street children and beggars were there 
in India, but they were not as noticeable as they are 
today,” he adds. He arrived by boat in England in 

Dr Chandrasekhar is now the earliest 
surviving Rhodes Scholar from India

A PASSAGE
TO OXFORD

Two Queen’s College alumni meet. as Naomi 
Canton reveals, they may be 45 years apart in 
age but they discover a shared past: india
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Dr Chandrasekhar in his 
oxford days, during which he 
was a keen cricketer. 

September 1949, two years after the partition of 
British India, aged 21, one of a class of 68 Rhodes 
Scholars. He came to research a DPhil in physics, 
specifi cally superfl uid helium. Before arriving he 
had participated in the Quit India Movement, 
shaken hands with Jawaharlal Nehru (the fi rst prime 
minister of independent India), been present at 
Mahatma Gandhi’s funeral and witnessed the 
horrors of partition. “I thought partition was a 
disaster and should not have happened,” he says. 

While my experience of modern India has been 
largely positive, I came across a small number of 
older Indians who still resented the British because 
of the British Raj and partition. 

The Rhodes Scholarship 63 years ago was an 
annual award of £300. Introduced in 1903, these 
awards were originally only given to men from 
certain countries such as the USA, Germany and 
various parts of what was then the British Empire. 
But in 1947, the year India acquired independence, 
India was allowed to participate for the fi rst time 
and the fi rst two Indian Rhodes Scholars took up 
residence in Oxford. “Some heads of colleges 

objected because they did not think the Indian 
Rhodes Scholars would fi t into college life,” 
Chandrasekhar says. “Some were against it because 
they were convinced that Indian Rhodes Scholars 
would be discriminated against by other Rhodes 
Scholars. But this was not the case.” 

Since then nearly 200 Indians have been awarded 
the postgraduate scholarship, which is currently 
given to 83 graduates from 14 countries to study 
a variety of degrees at Oxford. For the fi rst 38 years, 
India had one or two scholarships every year. Today 
there are fi ve. Chandrasekhar later discovered that 
the Indian Rhodes Scholarship Selection 
Committee had been at loggerheads over whether to 
award the 1949 scholarship to a Muslim as ‘a good 
gesture after partition to show that India was still 
secular.’ Sir Maurice Gwyer, the Chairman of the 
Committee later admitted this to him, he says. But 
Gwyer insisted they should not let that govern who 
they selected.

It took Chandrasekhar 22 days to reach Britain by 
boat in an 8,000–tonne vessel that held 100 
passengers. It was his fi rst trip overseas. He shared 
a cabin in economy class, while the British were in 
fi rst class. “It was a very interesting crowd of student 
types and others,” he says. “There were a large 
number of Anglo Indians who had decided India 
could no longer be their home as they were afraid 
they would get discriminated against in the new 
independent India and so they were emigrating to 
the UK.” 

Upon his arrival, “The people, their speech, the 
buildings, the names of places – I knew them already, 
it seemed.” He’d developed his impressions of Britain 
based on reading books by Dickens, Wodehouse and 
Thackeray and also some British missionaries that 
his family had befriended. 

Fast forward to 2007 and I became the fi rst 
non-Indian ever to be granted an employment visa 
to work on an Indian national newspaper. The India 
I landed in to take up a position at The Hindustan 
Times in Mumbai was quite different to the one 
Chandrasekhar had left almost 60 years earlier. 
By 2007 Mumbai had air-conditioned shopping 
malls, a variety of Western and Indian restaurants 
and dozens of bars and nightclubs. The Mumbaikars 
I mixed with generally had mobiles, laptops, trendy 
clothes; they drank alcohol and cappuccinos, went 
clubbing and were on Facebook and Twitter. India 
by then had a booming middle class, numbering 160 
million, more than twice the population of Britain. 

Chandrasekhar, who now resides in Germany, says 
he is also “astonished” when he goes back to India 
and compares it to 1949. “Bangalore today has 
changed considerably from when I was a boy. Now it 
has a population of eight to ten million, whereas 
then it was 250,000,” he says. “If I go back to the 
residential, tree-lined peaceful parts of the city, it’s 
almost the same as it was 60 years ago. But when I go 
downtown, it’s busy and crowded, there are about 
100 times as many private cars and the streets are 
clogged with vehicles, motorbikes and rickshaws. 
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Naomi Canton and 
Dr BS Chandrasekhar revisit 
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When I was living there, there were no people living 
on the streets, there was little visible poverty. The 
total population of India now is about four times 
what it was then. The consequence of such growth 
can be seen everywhere. I used to cycle everywhere 
in Bangalore. Today that would be impossible.”

In my view, overpopulation is an excuse for the 
poverty that persists in India: I blame the poverty  
on a lack of investment in public infrastructure and 
services, and a poor tax collection system. Too many 
Indians evade income tax. Corruption at many levels 
of society is also a challenge. But despite that, even 
the Indians I encountered who slept on the 
pavement had a mobile phone. Whilst young Indians 
are enjoying the benefits of globalisation, 
Chandrasekhar is not so sure about the popular 
Western culture that has penetrated Indian life. He 
would rather see an appreciation of Western higher 
culture in India.

Chandrasekhar had the privilege of learning 
physics under Lord Cherwell, the scientific advisor 
to Churchill and head of the Clarendon Laboratory 
until 1956. He learnt low temperature physics from 
many refugees from Nazi Germany that Cherwell 
had helped bring to the UK. He recalls playing 
cricket in University Parks in a Clarendon Lab team 
called the Lindemann XI (an assortment of 
nationalities) against Cherwell XI (Brits). He also 
remembers leaving his bike outside the Clarendon 

Lab without locking it, going to the States for two 
years and finding it there when he came back. “That 
was Oxford then,” he says with a grin.

One of the best parts about Oxford in those days 
compared to now, he continues, is that 
postgraduates and undergraduates were not 
segregated in colleges. 

We both feel that the most important lesson  
we learnt from living in each other’s respective 
countries was tolerance for different cultures and 
national characteristics. “Oxford broadened my view 
of what someone from another country could be 
like,” Chandrasekhar explains. “I also feel satisfied 
that by meeting me, some foreigner got to know that 
India is not a land of mystics where they see the rope 
trick or where people don’t recognise names like 
Beethoven as I clearly do.”

There were very few non-British students in 1949, 
apart from Rhodes Scholars, who were mainly from 
the US and the Dominions. Approximately 33 new 
Indian students matriculated at Oxford that year. 
That has now increased fivefold: in 2011, 180 new 
Indian students joined Oxford. “In 1949 an Indian 
was a rarity,” Chandrasekhar recalls. “At Queen’s 
everyone was normal, accepting and welcoming of 
me. I don’t remember any experience where I was 
made conscious of my Indianness. Nobody asked me 
if I wanted a curry or anything like that!

“If I came today, whether or not I would have the 

(top) Dr Chandrasekhar and 
Naomi Canton recall special 
occasions in Queen’s College 
dining hall; (above) Dr 
Chandrasekhar with the silver 
tankard that he remembers 
drinking with as a student
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same experience, I don’t know. I certainly did not 
experience any intolerance or discrimination. 
Oxford accepted me and I accepted Oxford.”

What Oxford taught me was to think out of the 
box and question everything. That is something 
young Indians could benefit from as I find there to 
be a culture in Indian society today of deferring to 
hierarchy and rote-learning, combined with a fear of 
challenging authority and expressing independent 
critical thinking, which I don’t think allows creativity 
to flourish, although that may be advantageous in 
other disciplines.

Chandrasekhar talks about how he would like to 
see more collaborative projects between different 
universities globally, so that minds could join 
together to undertake fruitful research. “Imagine if 
the Faculty of Music at Oxford was linked with the 
Department of Music at Delhi University! The 
students could take part in exchange programmes 
and go and study in India and Indian music students 
could come to Oxford,” he says. 

Owing to its growing importance in the global 
economy, I would certainly like to see Britain put 
more effort into its relationship with India, Hindi 
taught at British schools and more courses on 
contemporary India taught at British universities.

“I think it is a very good thing that so many 
non-resident Indians and expats want to move to 
India nowadays,” says Chandrasekhar. “I think that 
for a person who still has 30 to 40 years of active life 
and who is ambitious, India probably offers more 
opportunities than some of the more advanced 
countries of the world.”

I was there during the boom years; the Indian 
economy has taken a nosedive recently. The country 
is currently plagued by high inflation, high interest 
rates, a weak rupee, declining foreign investment 
and a political paralysis in the Government which is 
stalling badly-needed reforms and projects and 
undermining investor confidence. Moreover, in spite 
of India’s past decade of fast economic growth, 
almost one third of the population still live beneath 
the poverty line. But with its vast young population, 
growing middle class and huge domestic market, I 
believe this Asian tiger stands a good chance of 
overcoming its growing pains. 

Naomi Canton read for a BA (Hons) degree in oriental studies 
(Japanese) at The Queen’s College between 1990 and 1995. In 
June 2007 she moved to India to take up a position as a special 
correspondent at The Hindustan Times, Mumbai. She stayed 
there for just over three years and then returned to the UK where  
she has set herself up as a freelance journalist in Somerset.

Dr BS Chandrasekhar completed a DPhil in physics at The Queen’s 
College in 1952. He is author of  Why Things Are the Way 
They Are (Cambridge University Press, 1998), a book about the 
physics of matter. After a global career as a professor, including 
Professor Emeritus of Case Western Reserve University, USA, a 
consultant at various laboratories and a committee member of 
various physics societies, he now resides in Germany. 

Famous Indian Oxonians
Girish Karnad, writer, playwright, actor and 
movie director (Magdalen, 1960)

Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, 1966-77 
& 1980-84, India’s first woman prime minister 
(Somerville, 1937)

VS Naipaul, (Indo-Trinidadian-British) Nobel 
Prize-winning author (University College, 1964)

Vikram Seth, author (Corpus Christi, 1971)

Adil Jussawalla, poet (University College, 1960)

Dom Maraes, journalist, author and poet 
(Jesus College, 1956)

Ved Mehta, journalist and author (Balliol, 1956)

Cornelia Sorabji, India’s first female barrister 
(Somerville, 1895)

Dr Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, 
2004-present (Nuffield, 1960)

Sanjeev Sanyal, Founder and President of the 
Sustainable Planet Institute and Deutsche Bank’s 
Global Strategist (St John’s, 1992)

Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author, Assistant Professor of Medicine at 
Columbia University and Staff Cancer Physician 
at Columbia University Medical Center, New York 
(Magdalen, 1993)

Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Indian economist, 
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission of 
India and member of G30 (Magdalen, 1964)

Sujata Vasant Manohar, the first woman Judge 
(1978) and first woman Chief Justice (1994) of 
Bombay High Court, Judge of the Supreme Court 
of India 1994-99 (Lady Margaret Hall, 1954)

Sarvepalli Gopal, historian and biographer  
(St Antony’s, 1945)

Vina Mazumdar, feminist and leading figure of 
women’s movement (St Hugh’s, 1947)

Soha Ali Khan, Bollywood actress, daughter of 
veteran actress Sharmila Tagore (Balliol, 1996)

Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi, former captain of the 
Indian cricket team (Balliol, 1959)

Amitav Ghosh, novelist (St Edmund Hall, 1978)

Deepak Nayyar, economist (Balliol, 1967)

Sagarika Ghose, journalist (Magdalen, 1987)
Soha Ali Khan

Siddhartha Mukherjee

Indira Gandhi

Cornelia Sorabji

Montek Singh Ahluwalia
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& Arts    Ideas

WhAt I’m reAdIng...  
by Fleur Yerbury-Hodgson
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If you cast your mind back to 
the Olympic Opening Ceremony 
in July, you may remember 
people’s surprise when - instead 
of the expected pomp and 
circumstance - we were thrilled 
with an altogether more 
imaginative piece of theatre: a 
scattergun history tour of these 
‘Isles of Wonder’ encompassing 
the breadth of change over the 
years, creativity and, above all, 
humour. All of which put me in 
mind of a couple of books from 
the past year or so, which 
combine majesty of scale with 
the minimum of pomposity.

The Stranger’s Child by Alan 
hollinghurst is worth re-reading 
just for the first two chapters 
alone, opening as it does in an 
english country house garden  
as the light is fading. the dusk 
deepens as daphne (at this 
point in the story a child on  
the brink of adulthood) eagerly 
awaits the arrival of Cecil 
Valance, a university friend of 
her brother george. Cecil’s visit 
will change the course of this 
family forever and the extended 
son et lumière of these opening 
chapters makes you wish the 
whole novel had been situated 

in the gloaming: “Waiting for  
a minute outside in the soft light 
that spread across the path, 
george and Cecil arm in arm, 
gleaming against the dusk, and 
daphne just behind, wide-eyed, 
with a part in the drama, the 
person who had found them.”

the story spans 1913-2008 
and this vast stretch of time is 
divided into five parts, which  
is less jarring than it sounds. 
the first section dwells upon 
Cecil’s visit to the Sawle family 
in the summer of 1913; a young 
poet who disturbs the gentle 
monotony of life at two Acres. 

In the second part of the 
novel, daphne, now unhappily 
married to Cecil’s brother 
dudley, lives at Corley Court 
with their two children, 
Corinna and Wilfrid. As the 
years pass, the family fortunes 
are on the wane and Corley 
Court becomes a boys’ boarding 
school where Corinna finds 
herself teaching the piano. 
despite the grand themes of 
time passing, loss and decline,  
a sense of fun is ever-present,  
as in this description of  
a conference at Balliol, where 
Paul Bryant (a would-be 

biographer of Cecil) goes to 
seek further information about 
him: “‘did he ever finish his 
work on the Cathars?’ said the 
man on the right. ‘not as far as 
we know,’ said Paul, absorbing 
the horror of the question with 
some aplomb, he felt. Was the 
man thinking of someone else? 
Cecil’s work at Cambridge had 
been on the Indian mutiny, for 
some reason. Was that anything 
to do with the Cathars? Who 
were the Cathars, in the first 
place?” Paul, one of the less 
interesting characters, seems  
so much more likeable here.

Fortunately, the reader doesn’t 
get all the answers and the book 
ends as enigmatically as it begins: 
Cecil evades the biographer’s 
quest for detail and remains as 
mysterious and elusive as when 
he entered the summer garden 
almost a century earlier.

Which leads me to another 
story that begins with the 
archetypal stranger who 
disturbs the still waters of his 
new surroundings, dies tragically 
young but whose brief presence 
dramatically affects the lives  
of those around him and 
generations to come. Adrian 
Finn joins tony Webster’s class 
in Julian Barnes’ The Sense of an 
Ending, when the pupils are on 
the verge of leaving the confines 
of school for the big unknown 
of university life. Just as in The 
Stranger’s Child, the boys are 
attracted to Adrian by his 
peculiarity, by his greater 
intellect, and want to include 
him in their clique: “We each 
thought we were – and deserved 
to be – closest to him.” this 
novel has the smaller time span 
of adolescence to late middle-
age but it feels like a large canvas 
for all that, and Barnes builds 
up the sense of foreboding from 
the beginning: “how were we to 
know that our lives had in any 
case begun, that some advantage 

had already been gained, some 
damage already inflicted?”

Just as in The Stranger’s Child, 
where no one can recall details 
about Cecil with any certainty, 
the vagaries of memory and  
the creation of whole new past 
realities is accentuated. As tony 
says, this is “my memory now  
of my reading then of what  
was happening at the time”.  
the shifting sands of a past 
relationship, the catalyst for  
this story, is one of the most 
beguiling (and occasionally 
irritating) aspects of this drama, 
because the reader can never be 
really sure of what happened or 
its significance.

As expected, tony and his 
friends drift away to different 
universities and their paths 
diverge. the older tony reflects 
upon this period of his life, to 
try to fathom what damage he 
caused so long ago – at times 
this does feel overly-analytic, but 
mostly it works, the point being 
drummed home that time makes 
memory fallible and as memory 
is ever fickle, how can you ever 
know what really happened?

Again, there are little flicks  
of wit. When speaking of Old 
Joe hunt, a teacher, Barnes 
writes that he was “a teacher 
whose system of control 
depended on maintaining 
sufficient but not excessive 
boredom” – the kind of teacher 
with whom some readers may  
be familiar.

So, while a battery of 
fireworks, full of bombast and 
colour are all very well and  
they make you smile, sometimes 
you just can’t beat a flock of 
parachuting mary Poppinses: 
traditional, yet fun and ever  
so slightly anarchic. 

Fleur Yerbury-Hodgson (Somerville, 
1990) is a Senior Editor at Oxford 
University Press, specialising in 
schoolbooks publishing.
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Book reviews

Supercooperators –  evolution, Altruism and 
human Behaviour or Why We need each Other 
to Succeed
By Martin Nowak with Roger Highfi eld,

canongate, 9781847673367, £20

harvard-based martin nowak, former Professor of mathematical 
Biology at Oxford University and a winner of the Weldon memorial 
Prize, challenges darwin’s notion that evolution is based solely on 
principles of mutation and selection and points out that cooperation 
and collaboration, “the snuggle for existence”, have had a much 
more far-reaching infl uence on the development of life on earth 
than individual self-interest. 

In a wide-ranging and accessible introduction to his theories, he 
declares that “cooperation is the architect of creativity throughout 
evolution” and demonstrates how it is essential to everyday life at 
every level – from cells cooperating in order not to mutate into 
cancer tumours to buyers trusting sellers on eBay. many animals 
and insects are, of course, superb cooperators and lest we become 
too “smug”, he reminds us that ants have lived in harmony with 
nature for 100 million years while humans are endangering it after 
only 200,000. however, what makes humans different and gives 
them the potential to be supercooperators is language. “Language 
offers a way to take the thoughts of one person, encode them, and 
insert them into the minds of others… If someone has a great idea, 
it can spread instantly.” In a fascinating chapter he declares that 
“language was born of soap opera and politics”; when the biggest, 
strongest male realised he could be toppled by smaller, weaker 
males ganging up on him, talking was the way out. 

Other chapters deal with how reward, not punishment, encourages 
creativity, whether you can have too many friends and how being 
“hopeful, generous and forgiving” as prescribed by most religions 
can actually be proven mathematically to be a winning formula for 
life on earth. nowak comes across as a cheery, optimistic man, with 
palpable enthusiasm for his work and a great fondness for Oxford.  
“I adore the gothic architecture of William Butterfi eld,” he says of 
Keble, and Wolfson College was “an academic nirvana full of young, 
attractive researchers who were passionate about their work.” 

Whether or not you accept nowak’s theories, Supercooperators is 
a thought-provoking, readable and thoroughly entertaining 
demonstration of intellectual virtuosity. VBA 

Psychology for the 
third millennium
By Rom Harré and 

Fathali M Moghaddam,

sage, 9780857022691, £30.99

A diffi cult textbook. Why review 
it? Well, most people understand 
that neuroscience is very buzzy 
right now, making enormous 
strides in our understanding of 
how the brain actually works. 
Such research is behind Oxford 
Today’s last cover story on 
mindfulness, and it’s the secret 
weapon behind British cycling 
successes at the Olympics, via 
team gB shrink Steve Peters 
and his book The Chimp Paradox 
(the French squad failed to 
read it). then, in sharp 
distinction, there is the body 
of touchy-feely social psychology 
that starts from the premise 
that we’re all moral actors and 
human agents, performing 
meaningful actions according 
to non-biologically determined 
cultural processes. the authors 
perform a grand synthesis, in 
which the hitherto separate 
neurological and social 
approaches to psychology are 
reunited. In short, they say, the 
human actor is biology, social 
being and moral agent all at 
once. So that’s thrilling. RL 

In Search of Japan’s 
hidden Christians
By John Dougill, 

tuttle Publishing, 

9784805311479, £19.99

Scarcely one per cent of  
Japanese are Christian despite 
centuries of fervid missionary 
assault beginning with the 
arrival of Portuguese Jesuits in 
the 1540s. Yet during the ‘closed 
country’ years, which span the 
early 1600s until Commodore 
Perry turned up in his ships in 
1853, despite fi erce persecution 
from the Shogunate, there 
persisted an underground 
Christian movement, Kakure 
Kirishitan. this very fi ne 
account spans the entire period 
to now, the author surmising 
that if he could unravel the 
mystery of Japan’s hidden 
Christians, he’d have discovered 
a very special secret about Japan. 
Without giving away the 
conclusion, there are parallels to 
the secret Jews of Spain (a rich 
irony); and ‘hidden’ also means 
‘private’, which is oh-so 21st 
century. the fact that the 
Catholic church condemns 
Japan’s secret Christians says it 
all. they don't go to church and 
they’re not straightforward, but 
what does that mean? RL 

For our new ‘book of the week’ feature, 
visit www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/
bookoftheweek
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eric gill 
in Oxford
By sophie Huxley; 

illustrations by 

Edith Gollnast, 

Huxley scientifi c Press, 

9780952267133, £5

the work of the gifted 
yet controversial artist 
eric gill is explored in 
this fascinating and 
detailed guidebook.  

Keep on 
running: the 
highs and Lows 
of a marathon 
Addict 
By Phil Hewitt,

summersdale, 

9781849532365, £8.99

Phil hewitt’s exhausting 
experiences over more 
than 25 marathons are 
brought to life in a witty, 
interesting manner. 

my Father, 
the man Who 
never Was
By Nicholas Reed, 

Lilburne Press, 

9781901167214, £9.95

extraordinary exposé 
of WW2 mI5 offi cer 
ronnie reed, who 
shared his life story with 
his son, the author 
nicholas reed. 

Confessions from 
Correspondent-
Land
By Nick Bryant,

oneworld Publications,

9781851689330, £10.99

the BBC’s foreign 
correspondent nick 
Bryant dishes the dirt 
on news stories big 
and small in the 
often bizarre world of 
journalism. 

Warrior Women: 
3000 Years of 
Courage and 
heroism
By Robin cross and 

Rosalind Miles,

Quercus, 

9780857380777, £20

An extensive list of great 
women through the 
ages, from the Amazons 
(naturally) to 21st-
century fi ghter pilots.  

granada: 
the Seizure 
of the Sultanate
By Donald McGilvray, 

Matador, 

9781848767980, £12.99

the Spanish province of 
granada has a colourful 
history, not least as an 
amazing example of 
Islamic rule. Its rapid 
demise is the subject of 
this superb account. 

Why Animals 
matter
By Marian stamp 

Dawkins, oUP, 

9780199587827, £16.99

dawkins' non-
anthropomorphic 
account of why animal 
welfare remains urgent 
may change your view of 
free range eggs, but also 
of how we defi ne human 
consciousness. 

Christian Atheist: 
Belonging 
without Believing
By Brian Mountford,

o-Books, 

9781846944390, £9.99

In a fascinating book, 
Canon Brian mountford 
speaks to 12 people 
about the way they value 
Christian ideals while 
having doubts about 
major Christian issues. 

requiem Aeternam
somerville college choir, David 

crown. Available from stone 

Records for £13, free P&P, and 

all good classical music shops

this recording by 
Somerville director of 
music david Crown 
contains two choral works 
of the late 1940s, different 
in essence, yet sharing a 
neoclassicism unique at the 
time, at a point when a 
rather bleak post-war 
landscape was amplifying 
modernism among certain 
composers. neither work is 
old-fashioned, however. 
durufl é’s is humanly 
expressive where Fauré 
and Verdi are either 
monumental or ethereal. 
But the highlight is robin 
milford’s mass, until now 
unrecorded. much less 
well-known but a former 
student of holst and 
Vaughan Williams, milford 
wrote his mass in response 
to World War two, which 
explains why the cover 
depicts dresden in 1945. 
Crown explains, “It’s a 
complicated work from a 
complex man but contains 
wonderful moments and at 
times a unique and 
haunting voice.” As James 
Percival notes, milford was 
no cheery melodist of the 
cheap sort, but brings in 
some pretty diffi cult 
enharmonic modulations.  

 www.somervillemusic 
society.com
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Victoria Bentata follows in the footsteps of 
the famous Oxford drop-out 

W alking, fashionable among the 
educated elite of the nineteenth 
century, had clearly long been a 
favourite pursuit of Oxford scholars. 

In Matthew Arnold’s 1853 poem The Scholar-Gipsy, 
the poet is lying on an attractive piece of meadow 
reading an ‘oft-read tale’, published two centuries 
earlier (in 1661) by Oxford philosopher Joseph 
Glanvill. The Vanity of Dogmatizing was a reaction to 
scholasticism, the rigid analytical methodology then 
in vogue in universities across Europe, and it features 
a poverty-stricken scholar, in Matthew Arnold’s 
words, ‘Who, tired of knocking at preferment’s door 
/ One summer-morn forsook / His friends, and 
went to learn the gipsy-lore’, which Glanvill clearly 
regarded as superior to the drudgery of academe. 

A few years later a couple of the scholar gipsy’s 
former peers meet him in a lane and enquire after 
his way of life. His somewhat evasive response is that 
‘the gipsy-crew / His mates, had arts to rule as they 
desired / The workings of men’s brains / And they 
can bind them to what thoughts they will.’ The only 
catch is that the acquisition of these supernatural 
abilities requires ‘Heaven-sent moments’, which have 
not yet arrived. He then disappears and this is the 
last that is heard from him, though sightings abound. 

Following in the footsteps of Arnold and The 
Scholar-Gipsy he appropriated is not straightforward. 
For one thing, the erstwhile Professor of Poetry was 
not in the business of writing guidebooks and 
provides neither maps nor descriptions of routes. In 
fact, he appears to be remembering any number 
of languorous afternoons with his friend and fellow 
poet Arthur Clough, so he can be forgiven for being 
hazy on the details, including the misidentifi cation 
of his famous tree, the ‘signal elm’ – as Sir Francis 
Wylie comments in his Scholar-Gipsy Country, ‘this 
tree is, uncompromisingly, an oak’. Secondly, his 
scholar gipsy seems to pop up all over the place 
like some latter day Scarlet Pimpernel, so Arnold’s 
elegiac descriptions of the countryside are combined 
with a list of reported sightings of this aloof, 
romantic character which is rather reminiscent of 
a (stylistically unusual) police report. 

Probably most remarkable in any revisiting of the 
landscape south-west of Oxford made famous by this 
poem is how little most of it has changed and how 
recognisable most of it is, even to the arboreally 
challenged elm. Thanks to the Oxford Preservation 
Trust (OPT), ‘Matthew Arnold Field’ has been saved 
for posterity and is inhabited appropriately, given 
Arnold’s preoccupation with isolation, by a solitary, 
though not unhappy, horse. It is a splendid fi eld, 
though the views are now limited by woodland and 
the ‘distant cries of reapers’ have been replaced by 
the drone of the A34.  

IN SEARCH 
OF THE 
SCHOLAR GIPSY

OXF07.scholar.indd   42 9/17/12   3:55 PM



www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | email@oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk | twitter.com/oxfordalumni

Down the track is Sir Arthur Evans’ Jarn Mound, 
inspired by the poem and put up in 1930 as a 
viewing point but, what with subsidence and growth 
of trees around it, has been rendered unfi t for 
purpose. Boar’s Hill, as it has been renamed, is a 
singularly nice place for a walk, even if the gipsies 
have long ago been pushed out by the millionaires, 
who pitch their tents here in great numbers. 

The OPT has also bought Arnold’s view for 
everyone to enjoy. Plain to see are the ‘dreaming 
spires’ which have brought Oxford such fame and 
which Arnold celebrates so memorably in his sequel 
to The Scholar-Gipsy, Thyrsis (in which incidentally 
he, as well as this writer, has diffi culty re-fi nding 
his tree: ‘That single elm bright / Against the west 
/ I miss it! Is it a goner?’). The ‘festal light’ of Christ 
Church hall doesn’t leap out at one, though it is 
best viewed on a clear winter’s evening rather than 
through the torrential rain of an English summer. 
Certainly, the spires have been added to by the 
rather nondescript tower of Oxford’s John Radcliffe 
Hospital, but they are still essentially there 
unchanged and as Arnold would have seen them.

Unfortunately, having made it as far as Bablock 
Hythe, the walker is marooned on the bank of 
a Thames for which the description ‘stripling’ 
is glaringly inappropriate. The ferry (‘punt’) is 
beached forlornly on the opposite bank having been 
ejected from the river by fl oodwater in 2007, the 
£9,000 needed to restore it not having so far been 

IN SEARCH 
OF THE 
SCHOLAR GIPSY

forthcoming. The nearest bridge is at Eynsham, 
fi ve miles away, refl ecting the importance of the 
1,000-year-old hythe (or crossing-place), and the 
only gipsy resonance is in the caravans of Bablock 
Hythe Caravan Park behind the Ferryman Inn. 

Bagley Wood is fortunately owned by St John’s 
College, not known for its penury, so it presumably 
has a bright future as well as a blessed past. Probably 
best known today by the wider public for the corpses 
discovered there by Inspectors Morse and Lewis, 
it is as beautiful as ever, its paths dappled with the 
evening sunlight which is the unexpected climax 
to the remorseless downpour of the day. It would 
be a peaceful place from which to be exhumed.

Less peaceful is today’s Cumnor Hill, the ‘lone 
homestead’ having spawned numerous others, now 
fronted by marketing suites and advertising boards. 
Nearby Cumnor Hurst is being restored to its 
previous tranquillity by a combination of a Site of 
Special Scientifi c Interest designation (on the 
wooded ridge) and a charitable trust, who have 
returned it to community woodland. Its unlikely 
claim to fame post-Scholar-Gipsy was that a brick pit 
was dug there, unearthing, in 1879, the most 
complete Camptosaurus dinosaur in Europe, now 
found in the University’s Natural History Museum.  

Not many scholars today decide to abandon 
university life to fi nd fulfi lment; indeed, the 
University’s Information Offi ce reliably informs me 
that only 1.6 per cent of students leave without a 
degree. Today’s student loans do of course allow for 
the postponement of poverty until after graduation, 
an option presumably not open to the scholar gipsy, 
though gainful employment also seems to have 
eluded him. He watches others work with ‘dark 
vague eyes, and soft abstracted air’ and waits for 
‘the spark from Heaven’, the appearance and timing 
of which cannot be relied upon. Arnold solves the 
problem by suggesting a Peter Pan-like immortality, 
gained by refusing to grow up and engage with the 
‘repeated shocks’ of real life. 

Today’s scholar gipsy, however, has to eat and has 
no time for such romantic notions. I have to report 
that she is a female Womble with a Cambridge 
degree in Philosophy. Her name is Katharine 
Hibbert, and her book Free: Adventures on the Margins 
of a Wasteful Society I can heartily recommend. Made 
redundant, she retires from society, much like the 
scholar gipsy, but stays in town subsisting on the 
things that the everyday folk leave behind, her days 
fi lled with freeganism (eating food thrown away by 
supermarkets), skipping (recycling stuff found in 
skips) and squatting. Arnold’s scholar gipsy by 
contrast seems rather lackadaisical.  
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Sign painted by Nancy 
Nicholson (wife of poet Robert 
Graves) for her Boars Hill shop

 

Victoria Bentata Azaz (Lady Margaret Hall, 1985) is a freelance 
writer, editor and Oxford tour guide and her book City Walks: 
Oxford is out now from Crimson Publishing 

Matthew Arnold fi eld is now 
home to this solitary horse

The ‘dreaming spires’ of 
Oxford, still the same as 
in Matthew Arnold’s day
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To see where the Scholar 
Gipsy went, visit
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk
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Make
your voice
heard!

To enter, you will need your unique joining code, which
can be found on the address sheet that came with this
magazine or by contacting us directly:

survey@alumni.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0)1865 611610

Prizes
Survey participants have the option to
enter our prize draw to win one of:

10 exclusive Oxford Tea-lovers Packages
provided by Oxford Limited (www.oushop.com)

10 book tokens to the value of £10

10 copies of the Little Oxford
Dictionary of Quotations
provided byOUP Bookshop
(www.oupbookshop.co.uk)

Take part in our
2012 Alumni Survey
and help us to shape
the future of Oxford’s

alumni relations
programme

www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/survey2012
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ONLINE COURSES
OVER 50 TEN-WEEK COURSES

Oxford University alumni receive one 10%
discount per term. Please email your 7- or
8-digit Alumni Card number to receive an

enrolment code

DAY & WEEKEND
OVER 130 ONE & TWO DAY

COURSES IN 2012-13

www.conted.ox.ac.uk/on5
email: onlinecourses@conted.ox.ac.uk

Four-star campus accommodation available
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/pp7

email: ppdaywk@conted.ox.ac.uk

Order online www.theoandthemajor.com
or t: 01725 517011 | e: sales@theoandthemajor.com
Manor Farm Bungalow | Monkton | Wimborne St Giles
Wimborne | Dorset BH215NL | United Kingdom

Fully finished hand made needlepoint cushions.18"/46cm square £90 to£104
Schools, Oxford and Cambridge, Clans etc
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Full ordering details and tasting notes at: 
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/wine   

Oxford Today Wine Offer

PRIZES

First prize:  
Six bottles of Royal Tokaji Blue Label 2007,  
worth £175, supplied by Royal Tokaji

Second prize:  
A magnum of Piper-Heidsieck Rose Sauvage, 
worth £100, supplied by Piper-Heidsieck

Third prize:  
Copies of the History of Western Music and the 
Oxford Dictionary of Music, supplied by OUP

 Five runners-up:  
A copy of the CD Requiem Aeternam, supplied by 
STONE Records

Oxford Today  
Music Composition 
Competition, 2012–13
Oxford Today launches a composition competition. Any musical 
genre is fair game, but no piece shall exceed three minutes in 
duration. The competition is open to all Oxford Alumni card-
holders and members of the University, and winners will be 
announced in the Trinity Term issue of Oxford Today. The 
deadline for entries is 30 January 2013.

The first prize is a six bottle case of Royal Tokaji Blue Label 
Aszu 5 puttonyos, 2007. Tokaji Azsu wine was born in Hungary 
during the seventeenth century.  Louis XIV described it as “the 
wine of Kings and King of wines.” A mouthwatering, rich, sweet 
wine with a refreshing acidity on the finish.

For full details please go online to:
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/
compositioncomp

Sancerre, 
Domaine du Nozay, 2010
(France, Loire)  

Original Bottle  £14.95

Discounted £13.46

Original Case  £179.40

Discounted £161.46

Choose from a mixed case, with two bottles of each wine, for 
£135, or order whole cases of these exceptional wines. Full 
tasting notes on our website. Each wine has been discounted 
by 10%, and an additional 10% of sales will go towards the 
Oxford University Society student travel awards. Shipping is 
free for whole cases of wine, within the mainland UK. To place 
an order or make further enquiries contact 
guy.seddon@corneyandbarrow.com; tel. 020 7265 2438

Rosario Sauvignon Blanc, 
Valle Central, 2012
(Chile)  

Bottle  £7.25

Discounted £6.53

Case  £87.00

Discounted £78.30

Chablis Les Deux Rives, 
Olivier Leflaive, 2010 
(France, Chablis)  

Bottle  £14.95

Discounted £13.46

Case £179.40

Discounted £161.46

  

Chateau Picque Caillou 
La Reserve, 2009*
(France, Bordeaux)  

Bottle £15.95

Discounted £14.36

Case £95.70

Discounted £86.14

Eradus Pinot Noir, 
Marlborough, 2010
(New Zealand)

Bottle  £14.95

Discounted £13.46

Case  £179.40

Discounted £161.46

Kirstenbosch Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 2009
(South Africa)

Bottle  £8.25

Discounted £7.43

Case £99.00

Discounted £89.10

*NB Six bottle case
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EXCLUSIVE

10% of sales 
will directly 

support alumni 
and student 

outreach

http://www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk/compositioncomp


&Arts    Ideas
Visit www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk for full listings of events

The first online crossword puzzle 
will begin on 19 November
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk
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Michael Macdonald-Cooper (St Catherine's, 1962). Michael was crossword setter and editor at 
The Independent and The Independent on Sunday (1990–2005)

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31

32

Across
1. Paralysed knight in bed having 
swallowed most of pigment (8)
6. Regular solid police officer in 
front of church (4)
9. One enfranchised clergyman 
about to accept scripture (5)
10. Old sixpence left by sitter 
somehow (7)
12. Enlarged old-fashioned 
round article from Palermo (7)
13. Turn outwards, always 
heading for Towcester (5)
15. About to receive American 
device which delivers still? (6)
17. Deficiencies? Changing tenor 
to soprano in record (7)
18. Royal address with ultimate 
in passion – precursor to raids? 
(5)
19. Watchman beginning to 
sweat after spicy ragu (5)
22. Able to pay with old type of 
voucher, in tens, somewhat torn 
(7)
24. Less cluttered part of 
shoreline at Eraclea (6)
26. In middle of door, book 
shows feature containing arc (5)
28. Display attendant, one noted 
for prodigious work (7)
29. A short distance astern (3)
31. Ecclesiastical centre about to 
engage fifty-five little helpers (ho, 
ho, ho) (5)
32. Architectural feature seen in 
radiant afterglow (4)

Down
2. Curious bone found in 
former capital (4)
3. Club with no piano? That’s 
extreme (5)
4. Term is otherwise used for 
marks earned (6)
5. US city in which endless rush 
inhibits everything (6)
6. About to disrupt mother’s 
reverie (5)
7. Poison gas present: to stick 
together is what’s needed (6)
8. Aim to recruit one girl (4)
11. Sound system like this holds 
note after note (6)
14. Middle of September: no 
good time to give an 
undertaking (6)
16. Read article on Monty’s 
restored Maxi and Mini? (8)
20. Argue about Byzantine 
naos (6)
21. Chief magistrates upset 
about a pelagic immortal (6)
23. Line on spring, after old 
poet from America (6) 
25. Leaves containing fifty-one 
clusters of rust (5)
27. Flow regulator turned up in 
Kiev lavabo (5)
28. Question mostly leading to 
answer “cougar” (4)
30. Liechtenstein bridge pair 
took wings (4)

How it Works:
Every month during the academic year 2012-13, correct entries to the 
Oxford Today Crossword Competition will be thrown in a hat and  
a winner drawn. The winner will receive a bottle of wine (see below). 
There is one crossword puzzle in each of the Oxford Today print issues, 
published on 18 October 2012, and 18 April 2013 respectively, and 
then online during the other 10 months, with alumni alerted to their 
going 'live' by the ‘Oxford Today Extra’ email service. The deadline 
for the competition on this page is 17 November. Please post entries to 
Janet Avison, University Offices, Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JD.  

Please include your full name, alumni number if known, college and 
matriculation year, and postal address and phone number.

About the prize:
Macon-Verze Domaines Leflaive 2009
This is a fantastic, full-bodied, dry white burgundy 
from Macon-Villages, exclusive to Corney and Barrow 
in the UK. This wine punches well above its weight, 
setting a new benchmark for Macon, and can be 
enjoyed now or laid down 2012–2014.
* Please note that for the purposes of this competition we cannot deliver 
wine outside the mainland UK.

Correct interpretation of clues finally reveals the nature of unclued entries.
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ARTISTS’ OXFORD
Over the past twenty years, Contemporary Watercolours has commissioned
members of the Royal Watercolour Society to produce over eighty paintings of
Oxford Colleges. From theses we have produced a portfolio of limited edition
(350/500) prints. Artists include KenHoward R.A., R.W.S., JohnDoyle P.P.R.W.S.,
Dennis Flanders R.W.S., Jane Carpanini R.W.S. and Dennis Roxby Bott R.W.S.
Image size is 18” x 12” ( approx.) and price is £99 inc. P&P in the UK, for overseas
delivery please add £15.

For a full range of Oxford, Cambridge & Schools prints visit our website
www.contemporarywatercolours.co.uk

You can order securely online or alternatively telephone 01474 535922
57Windmill Street, Gravesend, Kent. DA12 1BB

Christ Church - Tom Tower Pembroke - Hall & Chapel

Hertford - OB Quad Jesus - Front Quad

Sheldonian - Degree Ceremony Univ - Radcliffe Quad
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FRANCE
NICE. Overlooking rooftops
of the old town. Quiet sunny
2 room balcony flat. Lift.
Sleeps2/3. £450pw.
Tel 020 7720 7519 or 01736 762013.
DORDOGNE.Charming
farmhouse and converted barn.
Lovely views, large grounds,
complete privacy, pool. Sleeps
12/5. Tel. 01865 862519 or
email: linda.flores@orinst.ox.ac.
uk; www.lavaure.co.u
HOTELS. The best independent
guide to charming, unpretentious
hotels in Paris, Provence and
the most scenic regions.
www.memorablehotels.co.uk
PROVENCE,VAISON-LA-
ROMAINE. Delightful old cottage
amongst vineyards. Lovely views,
garden, private pool, barbeque
and terraces. Sleeps 4. Call 01628
521002 or see www.dubois.me.uk
PPROVANCEENTRECASTEAUX.
Charming converted Silkworm
House in peaceful valley. No
pool, but lovely river. Sleeps 6.
£120 (long winter lets) - £650
pw. djbadger@ntlworld.com
TARN-ET-GARONNE.
Comfortable, fully modernised
farmhouse, sleeps 6-10 (3 bath/
shower rooms). Pool, gardens,
views. Wonderful area: medieval
villages, outdoor activities,
masses to explore.
For further information call
Richard Smyth (St John’s) on
01745 870345 or email richard.
smyth@live.co.uk

ITALY

UMBRIA/TUSCANY. Beautiful
farmhouse with tennis court
and pool, in magnificent
hillside location near
Monterchi. Sleeps 12 (6
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms). Call
01732 762013 or visit
www.belvederediprato.com
TUSCANY-UMBRIA-LAZIO
BORDER. Large luxurious villa,
sleeps 12 with private pool and
breathtaking views.
See www.lecollinedeisogni.it
FLORENCE. comfortable, quiet
and central apartment, sleeps
four. Visit www.casaparenti.com
or ring 0039 055 7309126

PERSONAL

Anyone forPuccini? Strikingly
attractive accomplished writer.
55. Still in love with London.

A green eyed blonde, with a
cool head and warm heart.
Adores classical music and
opera, appreciates the arts,
quick wit and good wine.
Seeks cultured, affectionate
chap for a passionate loving
relationship…0208 313 0918
(agency no fee)
BEAUITIFUL
PHILANTHROPIST.
This tall leggy brunette is a
natural low maintenance girl.
53. She has travelled the world
for her foundation, camping
at the top of a mountain or
living with tribal people in the
desert. She scrubs up well for
a fundraising event or party in
London and has been known
to spend the whole day buying
shoes! Intelligent, grounded,
adventurous, practical and
with a huge sense of fun she is
delightful to be around. A very
special woman looking for a
committed relationship with
an interesting, intelligent man,
a high achiever of with a great
passion for life…0208 313 0918
(agency no fee)

GREECE
PELION. No swimming pool,
just a sparkling sea. No busy
roads, just cobbled paths. No
nightlife, just nightingales.
Simple. Stunning.Sleeps 2-4.
www.palaiosfournos.com

SPAIN

PALACIODEPRELO. 5bedroom
charming country hotel in
Western Asturias, 75’ away from
the Airport with direct flights
to London. At the heart of the
Navia Historical Park, Palacio
de Prelo is ideal for trekking,
canoeing, visiting historical
landmarks and unspoilt
beaches. 20% off for Alumni
and University staff all year
round. Visit
www.palaciodeprelo.com

GERMANY

GERMANY/SAXONY . Spacious
and beautiful apartment
central, Dresden. Sleeps 5-6,
£250 - £300 (negotiable) per
week. 01243 530618 or
admin@selectofficeservices.

WALES

PEMBROKESHIREFARMHOUSE.
sleeps seven, two en-suite
bedrooms, secluded grounds.
Coastal path twenty minutes
walk away for scenic views.
Telephone 0161 442 8422

SPECIALITYHOLIDAYS
ANAFRICANSAFARI.
The holiday experience of a
lifetime: game drives, walking
safaris, local culture, Victoria
Falls. Call 0121 472 1541 or visit
www.AfricaAway.co.uk
WALKINGHOLIDAYS.
Get beneath the skin of
Europe’s varied cultures with a
self-guided holiday. 18 routes
in 11 countries. 01722 322652 –
www.onfootholidays.co.uk
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Our House in Tuscany
Perched on a vine and olive clad hillside near Lucca. Less than an hour from Pisa
and Florence. Peace, walks, breathtaking views and food/wine. Enjoy being in a
real Italian hamlet. To let when we’re not there. Sleeps 4/5. £590 a week. Or ask us
about local friends’ houses which may be available. Similar to ours, or larger or
smaller. Some with pool. Tel 020 7602 3143 or 0039 0583 835820 Mike
Wilson (Christ Church, Oxford) and Jessica Corsi (St John's,

Cambridge) Email: to-mike@hotmail.co.uk
Web: www.tuscanycastello.com

Fine selection of genuine old maps and prints.
Oxford, Cambridge, Public Schools.
UK and foreign topography.
Antique Maps & Prints
P.O.Box 5446, Oakham, LE15 8WW

www.antiquemapsandprints.co.uk

Barlow Moor Books
29 Churchwood Road, Manchester M20 6TZ
Tel: (0161) 434 5073 Fax: (0161) 448 2491

email: books@barlowmoorbooks.co.uk

BOOKFINDING SERVICE
• From antique to modern books, any language and all subjects.
• Journal articles, bibliographic research, CDs & DVDs.
• Books are willingly mailed overseas.
• Visa, MasterCard and American Express welcome.

Complimentary Memberships
Carpe Diem; a bespoke Introductions agency, currently have more
female clients than male. They are therefore looking for genuine,
successful chaps to meet their attractive, educated professional women.
Primarily in London and the home counties. Please telephone in the
first instance.
0208 313 0918 sarah@carpediemintros.com www.carpediemintros.com

MELROSE BOOKS

NEWAUTHORS
We are now seeking new manuscripts
in all subjects. For information on our
publishing package please contact:

Ref:OH

“Words are, of course, the most
powerful drug used by mankind”

Rudyard Kipling

St. Thomas’ Place
Ely, Cambridgeshire

CB7 4GG
Tel: 01353 774 608

v.potgieter@melrosebooks.co.uk
www.melrosebooks.co.uk

HOUSEWANTED.
Wanted: house or flat to buy in
Oxford. 3-4 bedrooms, within
30 minutes walk of Carfax.
We are cash buyers, no chain.
Please call Eleanor
on 07976 721461.
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To advertise here call
Steve Hulbert

on 01225 442244
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A house for all seasons in the
Pyrenées Foothills

Fully modernised 17th-century house and/or
cottage in charming village, Pau & Pyrenees
walks/skiing 20 mins. Pays Basque 40 mins.
MAIN HOUSE - 6 beds, 4 baths; COTTAGE - 2
beds, 2 baths. Pool, jacuzzi, garden, antiques,
Wifi, cable TV, maid service. Sleeps 4 - 20.

Michael Jago (Univ) jago@jagosfrance.com •
www.jagosfrance.com

Phone: 0033 623.64.22.73 or 001 310.663.9905

Classical Greece
Historic classic sailing yacht

for exclusive cruises,
small group holidays,
team- building events.

2-10 people.
Programmes to suit all budgets.

Tel 0030 697864 1924
www.nereida.gr

33 Broughton Place, Edinburgh EH1 3RR at 11am

0131 557 8844 | www.lyonandturnbull.com

L O N D O N E D I N B U R G H G L A S G O W

ALBIN, ELEAZAR
A NATURAL HISTORY OF BIRDS
London, 1731-1740. First edition, 3 volumes, 4to.

Sold for £13,750 in August 2012

Provenance: Viscount Strathallan, Stobhall, Perthshire.

Wonderful
Books.
Superb
Prices.

Lyon & Turnbull hold three auctions per year devoted

to rare books, manuscripts, historic documents,

maps, atlases and early photographs.

To discuss a valuation, please contact

Simon Vickers - 0131 557 8844

simon.vickers@lyonandturnbull.com
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Obituaries
 Sir Alastair Burnet

12 July 1928–20 July 2012

The broadcaster and journalist Sir 
James William Alexander (Alastair) 
Burnet died on 20 July 2012, aged 84. 
Born in Sheffield, he was educated 
at the Leys School (then evacuated 
from Cambridge to Pitlochry) and, 
after National Service, Worcester 
College, Oxford, where he read 
modern history. After graduating  
in 1950 he worked for The Glasgow 
Herald and then The Economist; as 
editor of the latter from 1965 to 1974 
he almost doubled its circulation, 
but he was less successful as editor of 
the Daily Express from 1974 to 1976. 
Having worked as political editor of 
ITN in 1963-4 and having covered 
the 1964 and 1966 general elections 
for the company, he returned in 1976 
to be senior presenter of News at Ten, 
a position he held until 1991. He also 
wrote a number of books on royalty, 
and was knighted in 1984. In 1990 
he had resigned from ITN’s board 
of directors in protest at the failure 
to make it independent of its parent 
broadcasting companies. He is 
survived by his wife Maureen.

 Emrys Jones
30 March 1931–20 June 2012

Emrys Lloyd Jones FBA, Goldsmiths’ 
Professor of English Literature from 
1984 to 1998, died on 20 June 2012, 
aged 81. Born in Hoxton, he was 
brought up in Kew, with the 
exception of the war years when  
he stayed with a relative in South 
Wales. He read English at Magdalen 
College, graduating in 1954 and 
winning the Oldham Scholarship 
the same year. In 1955 he succeeded 
his tutor CS Lewis as fellow and tutor 
in English at Magdalen College. He 
became a university reader in English 
literature in 1977, and was elected 
an FBA in 1982. His Goldsmiths 
chair came with a fellowship at New 
College. He was particularly known 
for his edition of the Earl of Surrey’s 
poetry (1964), and his publications 

on Shakespeare and the 
Renaissance, including The Origins  
of Shakespeare (1977) and his edition 
of the New Oxford Book of Sixteenth-
Century Verse (1991), but he was also  
a noted authority on Pope and 
Byron. He is survived by his wife  
and fellow literary scholar, Barbara 
Everett, and their daughter.

 Siegbert Prawer
15 February 1925–5 April 2012

Siegbert Salomon Prawer FBA, 
Taylor Professor of German 
Language and Literature from 1969 
to 1986, died on 5 April 2012, aged 
87. Brought up in Cologne, the son 
of a Polish father and a German 
mother, he arrived in Britain with 
his family in 1939. He was educated 
at King Henry VIII School, Coventry, 
subsequently evacuated to Alcester, 
and Jesus College, Cambridge, 
where he read English then modern 
languages. He taught at the 
University of Birmingham for  
15 years before becoming Professor  
of German at Westfield College, 
University of London, in 1964, then 
Taylor Professor of German in the 
University of Oxford and fellow  
of The Queen’s College, where he  
was much loved. His teaching and 
publications ranged widely, from 
Heine to Thackeray, and from 
comparative literature to film. 
Among his books were studies of 
Marx’s use of world literature, and  
of Freud’s literary culture. He is 
survived by three children, his wife 
Helga and one son having 
predeceased him. 

 Lord Newton 
of Braintree
29 August 1937–25 March 2012

Antony Harold (Tony) Newton, 
Baron Newton of Braintree OBE, 
PC, DL, Conservative politician, 
died on 25 March 2012, aged 74. 
Born in Harwich, he was educated 
at the Friends’ School in Saffron 
Walden and Trinity College, where 

he read philosophy, politics and 
economics, graduated in 1958, and 
was President of the Union in 1959. 
He then worked in the Conservative 
Research Department until becoming 
MP for Braintree from 1974 to 1997. 
He was Secretary of State for Social 
Security from 1989 to 1992 and 
Leader of the House of Commons 
and Lord President of the Council 
from 1992 to 1997. He entered the 
House of Lords after losing his seat 
in the 1997 general election, and 
from 1999 to 2009 was a Chairman 
of the Council of Tribunals and  
its successor, the Administrative 
Justice and Tribunals Council. He is 
survived by his second wife, Patricia, 
three stepchildren and the two 
daughters of his first marriage. 

Obituaries are edited by Dr Alex May, 
research editor at Oxford DNB
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 Marjorie Chibnall
27 September 1915–23 June 2012

The medieval historian Marjorie McCallum 
Chibnall OBE, FBA, died on 23 June 2012,  
aged 96. Born Marjorie McCallum Morgan in 
Shropshire, she was educated at Shrewsbury Priory 
County Girls’ School, and Lady Margaret Hall, 
where she read modern history. Graduating in 
1936, she stayed on to complete a DPhil. After 
posts at Southampton and Aberdeen, she became 
a fellow of Girton College, Cambridge, and then  
a research fellow, then official fellow at Clare Hall, 
Cambridge. In 1947 she married Charles Chibnall. 
She was perhaps best known for her six-volume 
edition and translation of Orderic Vitalis’ early 
12th-century Ecclesiastical History. Among many 
other publications, her book The Normans (2001) 
was widely praised. She was elected an FBA in 1978 
and appointed OBE in 2004. She is survived by  
a son and daughter and two stepdaughters, her 
husband having predeceased her.

A more comprehensive list of 
obituaries of Oxonians is at
www.oxfordtoday.ox.ac.uk



My Oxford

so I thought of Magdalen as my 
mob. A big social point was whether 
you would be invited for coffee, 
sherry or port in Bond’s room. I 
have no idea how Bond, steward of 
the JCR, plucked me out, but he did: 
a big and recognisable privilege. 
Beyond that, I made friends who 
shared a feeling for my peculiar 
lifestyle, which included New York, 
California, France and Switzerland.

Did you take part in any extra-
curricular activities?
I did myself out of a world of 
opportunity because it never 
occurred to me there was any place 
more interesting than Magdalen.  
I rowed for the college and I climbed 
its walls – then part of the great 
Oxford tradition, partly because  
the gates would close overnight.

What kind of a student were you?
Not diligent. Brideshead Revisited  
had had an immense impact on me 
– a very bad book for anybody going 
to Oxford, evoking a world that still 
partly existed then. 

What were your tutors like? 
Austin Gill, the leading English 
expert on Mallarmé, had an 
extraordinary mind and a quite 
magnetic personality. He taught me 
how to think and express myself, 
and also how to enjoy coming to 
grips intellectually with something 
even if you don’t like it. If you could 
take an hour’s grilling from Gill on 
French symbolist poetry, you could 
hold your own in almost any meeting 
about anything in the world.

Has your Oxford qualification 
helped in your career?
Nobody ever showed the least 
interest in what I had done there. 
But that’s not to say that I would 
have had the jobs I had at CBS or 
Simon & Schuster without Oxford.

What else did you take away?
It helped me think of myself as an 
individual as opposed to simply 
Vincent Korda’s son or the nephew 
of Alex Korda and Merle Oberon. 
And I learned enormous intellectual 
curiosity from three years of running 
unfettered through Magdalen 
library reading military history  
and biography, to which I attribute 
almost all the later books I’ve 
written, including my forthcoming 
biography of Robert E Lee.

How do you think of Oxford now?
With great benevolence, though I 
haven’t been back since 1957. I had a 
marvellous evening last year speaking 
to the Oxford Alumni Association  
of New York on TE Lawrence as the 
quintessential Oxonian.
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Michael Korda
– Magdalen 1954 
The author and former editor-in-chief at Simon 
& Schuster tells John Garth how Oxford gave 
him room to become an individual

Korda in 

Hungary, where 

he witnessed the 

1956 uprising
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To view an uncut version of this and the 
previous subjects, visit www.oxfordtoday.
ox.ac.uk/oxonians/my_oxford

Why did you apply to Oxford?
It never occurred to me that I wasn’t 
going to. Everybody, including my 
father Vincent Korda (the Oscar-
winning art director) said when you 
finish your National Service you 
must go to Oxford. My uncle, the 
film director Alexander Korda, had  
been in talks with Oxford to set up  
a School of Film and Drama, and  
he probably brought as much 
influence to bear as possible. 

What did you study?
Modern languages: French and 
Russian. I’m sorry to say it was an 
easy pick. I was bilingual in French, 
and in the RAF I had been part of  
a top-secret intelligence operation 
that required very good Russian.

What were your impressions  
of Oxford?
It was a deep cultural shock – 
though not as much as it had been 
to go into the RAF straight from  
Le Rosey in Switzerland, known as 
‘The School of Kings’ (Prince Albert 
of Belgium, the Duke of Kent and 
the Aga Khan were there when I was 
a pupil). Although I am English,  
I had never lived in England, so  
I was ill-equipped to deal with the 
complex social world at Oxford.  
On my first night I encountered  
a student methodically smashing the 
lights in the quad. I had not realised 
how far vandalism was part of 
English public school behaviour.

What was your social life like?
In the RAF, your own squadron  
and friends were the whole world,  

The last word66
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For nearly 200 years alumni living in or near London have enjoyed the unique privilege
of a spacious and elegant private club in the heart of the capital.

With easy access from home the Oxford and Cambridge Club in Pall Mall is the perfect place
to meet for a drink, entertain friends and colleagues in magnificent surroundings, work out,

take a break, host a party or just find a quiet corner to prepare for a meeting.

A thriving social scene, sports facilities, a lively calendar of events including talks, tastings,
tournaments and balls, a well-stocked library, extensive wine cellars and more than 40 bedrooms
means our members use their club for recreation, relaxation and business - and now you can too.

Welcome to your club

The Club welcomes all alumni, from home and abroad, with membership for those living
or working within 100 miles of Pall Mall starting from just £236.00.

For more details please visit www.oxfordandcambridgeclub.co.uk or call 020 7321 5103.
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